
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
11th Grade World Literature 

 
Instructor: Mr. Dan Hill 
Email: dhill@pdsd.org 
Website:  http://www.pdsd.org/Domain/780 
 
Materials:  
Textbook: Beers, Kylene (Ed.).  Elements of Literature: World Literature.  Holt, Reinhart and Winston, 
2006. 
Novels, plays, and articles. 

 
Course Description 
The 11th grade World Literature course is designed to expose students to various works of 
world literature, from ancient mythology to the present. Students will explore archetypal 
patterns found in major literary forms from several cultures and time periods to arrive at an 
understanding of what themes are relevant and universal. The aim of this course is to challenge 
and advance students’ ability to read, write, speak and think critically.  
 
Course Student Learning Outcomes 
On completing the course, the student will be able to: 

1. Read Informational Text: Students will read, understand, and respond to 
informational text—with an emphasis on comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and 
making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence. 

2. Read Literature: Students will read and respond to works of literature—with an 
emphasis on comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and making connections among 
ideas and between texts with a focus on textual evidence. 

3. Write: Students write for different purposes and audiences. Students write clear and 
focused text to convey a well-defined perspective and appropriate content. 

4. Speak and Listen: Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, 
listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions. 

 
Student Responsibilities 
All Sun Valley Student Handbook policies will be adhered to, as will the Sun Valley PBiS 
expectations. 
 
Course Content  
Students will explore archetypal patterns found in major literary forms from several cultures 
and time periods to arrive at an understanding of what themes are relevant and universal. The 
following themes will drive our course through the year: 

 



 

Fate and Free Will 
Power and Authority 
Journey for Meaning 
Identity 
Truth and Perception 
Conflict and Change 
Family and Relationships 
Isolation, Conformity and Rebellion 
Hero 
Gender 
Foolishness and Trickery 

 
Grading Scale 
The goal for our students is mastery of concepts, skills, and ideas. Therefore, our grading scale 
is as follows: 
Summative Assessment 60% 
·         Tests, quizzes, projects, digital/visual presentations, essays, etc 
Formative Assessment 30% 
·         In class assignments or homework assignments where the students are expected to give 
thoughtful and complete answers. Teachers will be grading for accuracy. 
Assessment 10% 
·         Assignments and homework that students will complete that help students grow skills - 
vocab, guided reading, etc... 
 
Attendance Policy 
Students are to be seated, with materials (computers and/or other materials, as per teacher) 
ready, by the time the bell rings. Students should begin on the Class Starter, if posted. 
 
Academic Integrity 
It is the responsibility of each student to complete his or her own work. The use of technology 
has changed the landscape it this area. Students found to be using other students work or using 
electronic resources without permission or citation (plagiarizing) may receive a Zero and be 
referred to the office. 
 
Extra Help 
I am available before or after school, by appointment. I am available to students 24/7 via our 
pdsdstudents email address, reserved for student use, only. I will respond, almost immediately, 
to a student who contacts me at that address, unless I am sleeping or engaged with family 
activities. Your students are my priority, and the are aware of this. Many have already put it to 
use. 


