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Welcome to the 2011-2012 School Year.  
As we begin the year, we can be very proud 
of student achievement at Northley Middle 
School. Our school has once again made 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) on the 
2011 Pennsylvania System of School As-
sessment (PSSA).  This is due to the dedi-
cation of our teachers and support staff 
along with the willingness of your children 
to strive for excellence. The details of these 
tests results and other benchmark assess-
ments will help us to target needs of indi-
vidual students this year, as we strive to 
pursue success for every student.  
 
It is a privilege to lead such an excellent 

middle school. As you know, it is a unique 

stage in a child’s development.   It is both a 

fun and challenging time for students. They 

are focused and motivated by friends, 

sports, fashion, and music; they are transi-

tioning from a children’s to a young adult‘s 

world. Your sons and daughters are learn-

ing how to respond appropriately to new 

interests, new peers and the broader soci-

ety. At the same time, they are striving to 

put forth effort in learning more challeng-

ing academic content.  During this transi-

tional time, it is important for all of us to 

work together to encourage them to de-

velop their known talents and explore new 

ones.  Whether it is sports, art, dance, mu-

sic or a service organization, it is a time that 

getting involved in such activities helps 

them to channel their energies in ways that 

are productive and positive as they develop 

into young adults. Some require a little 

prodding along the way, but it is worth the 

effort.  There are many opportunities for 

students to get involved at Northley and in 

their community, in ways that develop a 

sense of self worth for who they are and 

who they desire to become as young adults. 

It is a pivotal time in their lives and we are 

here to partner with you to support them 

through this change from child to young 

adult. 

Carol Russell 
Principal 
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Principal’s Message  

 

Parking Lot Safety  

Reminder 

Drop off and pick up in parking lot between NMS and the Administration build-

ing, only. 

Please do not stop in the bus lanes during AM or PM bus runs. 

Please observe NO PARKING/FIRE LANE designations in front of the building 

when picking up from after school activities. 

Northley’s Technology Room and  
Curriculum Gets A Facelift 

 
Mr. Biordi is entering his 14th  

year of teaching Technology, 

and this will be “the most ex- 

citing  year to date.” Not only  

did his classroom get a make- 

over, with what Mr. Biordi  

calls “bowling alley shine” 

 floors, but he will have four  

more areas of Technology to  

teach his students. STEM  

(Science, Technology, Engin- 

eering,  and Math) is the fu- 

ture in teaching our students  

the latest and the greatest in the ever- 

changing world of Technology.  

 

The new curriculum includes new lap-

tops, a new Promethean board, and new 

Qwizdom handheld devices for class-

wide lessons. Students will be able to 

read from the new Promethean board 

and answer questions related to the 

material by pressing buttons on the 

devices. “It makes learning even more 

fun,” says Mr. Biordi. 

  

Students will explore the areas of alter-

native energy generation and usage, in 

a project called The Eco House. This 

house has solar panels and wind tur-

bines, which will make real  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

electricity and get used in the model 

house on small lights and fans. 

  

Students will still complete the MagLev 

project but this year it will be more in-

depth with a computer controlled track. 

The structures unit with bridge building 

is still part of the curriculum, but more 

in-depth training and studying will ac-

company it. 

 

Says Mr. Biordi, “This is going to be an 

awesome year in my room. I will be 

just as excited as the kids.” 
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Visit us on Facebook for Updates.  
Search: Northley Vikings 
 
 

We are collecting Box Tops to help raise 
money for Northley Middle School PTL!  
Clip the Box Tops from specially marked 
products and bring the Box Tops into school 
(send to the office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, the 
more money we will earn! If you have any 
questions please contact Christa Ventura at 
cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

There will be a meeting for parents/guardians of students involved in the 

Northley music program on Tuesday, September 13 at 7 pm in the North-

ley auditorium. Information regarding program expectations and require-

ments as well as information on fundraising opportunities will be ad-

dressed. We hope to see all music parents/guardians there!  

New Course Offering at  

Northley! 

Northley students live in an environment satu-

rated with ever-developing forms of commu-

nication: text messages, emails, iPods, com-

mercials, cell phones, blogs, digital cameras, 

facebook, and youtube to name a few.  In an 

effort to acknowledge this evolving academic 

and social climate, Northley Middle School 

adds to its Arts Cycle a Communications 

Course, which challenges students to analyze 

the many modes of communication surround-

ing them and deliberately use communication 

for their own purposes.   

 

Though many course standards fall into read-

ing, writing, speaking, and listening catego-

ries, students will develop skills that will serve 

them in all disciplines.  For instance, the ex-

perience of making claims based directly off 

of raw data as a journalist in this class rein-

forces the scientific process students use in 

science classes.  Additionally, students will 

learn to discern bias and credibility in sources 

of information, including those on the internet, 

and cultivate consumer savvy as they critique 

and create their own filmed commercials.  A 

final comedy unit will allow students to first 

study various forms of comedy and subse-

quently use this knowledge to create their own 

original sketch.  Throughout the units of 

study, the course will assume a hands on ap-

proach centered around our new technology.   

From the Nurse 

Welcome back to another fantastic school year!  I 
am really looking forward to being back and doing 
all that I can to help your students stay healthy!!  
Just a few reminders as we start the new year: 

A new prescription is needed every year for 
medications that are to be given in school.  
This includes any prescription medications 
such as, inhalers and diabetic medications, as 
well as any over the counter medications, 
except for Acetaminophen, antacids and Be-
nadryl. 

You should have already been made aware of 
the new immunization changes happening 
this year.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me at extension 3338 to check on 
your child’s status. 

Remember that physical exams are required 
for 6th grade students and dental exams are 
required for 7th grade students.  These forms 
can be obtained from the nurse or down-
loaded from the Northley website- on Mrs. 
Saunders teacher page. 

Please do not hesitate to call me with any ques-
tions or concerns regarding your child’s health 
issues while here at Northley! 
-Mrs. Saunders, RN 
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   From The Library Desk 

 
Welcome back! Before students begin checking out library materials in September, here are a few things to remember: 
 

If you came in during the summer to check out books, have you returned them yet?  

Do you still have any outstanding library fines from last year? If so, please try to settle them so that you will be able to check out again. 
 

Our check-out policies are as follows:  
 

Students may borrow up to 3 items at a time.  

Books and audiobooks are due every 2 weeks, and may be renewed.  

Magazines are due 3 days from the check-out date, with no renew-
als.  

 
Students will be visiting the library regularly with either their Reading or English 
class. 
 
Parents, you may want to ask your student what day they visit the library with their 
class, so that you can help them keep track of library day. I will no longer be 
stamping date due cards to place in the back of the book. Instead, students can 
check their due dates by logging into Destiny (our library catalog) at school or at 
home. To access Destiny at home, go to Mrs. Coffman’s teacher page from 
Northley’s homepage, and look for the link to Destiny on the left side. Use your 
school computer login to view your account.  
 
Students need to return overdue books before they may take new ones. Although there are no late fines for overdue books, you will be asked to pay for a 
book if it gets lost or damaged.  Books that are 90 days late will be marked lost and a fine will be given to the student.  

The Family that Reads Together Photo Contest at Aston Library! 
 
The Aston Public Library is holding a photo contest!  Take a photo of your family reading 
together, and enter it for a chance to win!  Families in Delaware County are eligible to partici-
pate.  Just bring your photo to the library's service desk, or email it to hello@astonlibrary.org. 
 
THE RULES: 
1. Only two different entries per family allowed. 
2. Photographs only.  No drawings etc. 
3. Photographs should have been taken in the past year.  New photos 
preferred! 
4. Include your name, address, and phone number with your entry. 
5. Entries must be original. Do not use photos taken of other families. 
 
Deadline:  Saturday, October 1, 2011 
 

PTL Update 
Welcome back! We hope that you all enjoyed your summer. We are 
looking forward to a great year at NMS! The PTL is busy with many 
activities and we are still in need of volunteers. Please plan to attend our 
meetings which are on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 in the 
library. We look forward to meeting you and hearing any new ideas that 
you may have. Some of our upcoming activities in need of volunteers are 
Book Fair, Halloween Hayride and Haunted Hallway. 
     
This year along with Box Tops we will also be collecting Labels for Edu-
cation (Campbell’s products), Project A+ (Tyson products) and Capri 
Sun pouches. Please collect these and send them in to school with your 
children. They can be given to homeroom teachers or Mrs. Ventura. 
Thank you in advance for helping to support NMS and the PTL. 

Yearbooks for Sale! 
If you missed out on purchasing our beautiful yearbook last year, you 
will be happy to know that additional yearbooks are available. We 
also have a few yearbooks from years prior to 2010-2011.  These will 
be available to purchase on Back-to-School night, September 20.  
 
You can buy copies of our 2011 yearbook for just $8.00! All other 
yearbooks will be for sale at the incredibly low price of $5.00 each. 
This is a great opportunity to recapture some cherished Northley 
memories. Look for the yearbook sale in the lobby area on Back-to-
School night. 

Every year, hundreds of Northley 

Middle School Students partici-

pate in the Sun Valley High 

School Homecoming Parade. This 

year, Homecoming will be held on 

September 16. If your student 

would like to participate, please 

meet at the Aston Community 

Center by 5:30. 8th 

Graders get to ride in 

the float, 6th & 7th 

Graders walk behind 

the float. 

NMS Homecoming Float 

mailto:hello@astonlibrary.org
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Sept 6: 1st Day of School 
Sept 7: PTL Meeting. 6:30—NMS Library 
Sept 13: Picture Day 
Sept 13: Chorus & Band Parent Meeting. 7:00—Auditorium 
Sept 16: SVHS Homecoming 
Sept 20: Back to School Night. 6:30 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 

Important Dates 

 

Dress Code Reminder 

The Penn-Delco School District believes that students should be well groomed and neatly attired at school and at school functions. 

The PDSD School Board (#221) strongly believes that a dress code will help to: 

Establish and maintain a more positive atmosphere conducive to education. 

Instill student discipline. 

Eliminate peer pressure dealing with student attire. 

 

The School Board policy will be implemented throughout the school year.  If a student’s dress is deemed distracting, disrup-

tive, disrespectful, revealing, or unsafe, appropriate discipline will follow.   

 

 
Jackets and Coats Students are not permitted to wear outer jackets and coats in school. All 

students should leave their outer coats in their lockers upon arrival. 

  

Head wear (hats, scarves, bandan-

nas, etc.) 

All hats, scarves, bandannas etc. are to be removed upon entering the 

building and left in lockers during the school day. 

  

Footwear Footwear must have backs. Students are not permitted to wear flip-flops, 

slides, or slippers. 

  

Apparel, Jewelry, Grooming may 

not be distracting, disruptive, disre-

spectful, revealing, or unsafe. 

Clothing that espouses violence, hatred, prejudice, depicts alcohol or 

drugs, or is found to be offensive such that it creates the risk of disrup-

tion is prohibited. 

For example, chained wallets and spiked jewelry are not permitted. 

  

Fashions 
Students are not permitted to wear 

extreme fashions (bare midriffs, hal-

ter tops, tube tops, tank tops, short-

shorts etc.) and clothing that has 

holes, tears, rips, etc. 

  

Undue attention to an individual’s 

dress which detracts from the seri-

ousness of the instructional process 

must be avoided. 

Students must wear shirts that cover their shoulders and midriffs. 

(Shoulder straps must be a minimum of three fingers wide). 

 

Students are not permitted to wear shirts that expose cleavage. 

 

No short-shorts or short-skirts are permitted. A good rule of thumb is 

when the student stands up with arms fully extended downward the 

skirt or shorts should reach the fingertip. 

 

Students’ pants must be worn at or above the waist. Excessive baggy-

style pants that expose areas below the waist are not permitted. 

  


