
How wonderful it was to meet so many 
parents and guardians on Back to School 
Night! As I passed by classrooms 
throughout the evening I was struck by 
the engaging and warm discourse between 
teachers and parents. A number of teach-
ers stopped me the next day to report 
how glad they were to see such a large 
crowd.   
 
If you did not have an opportunity to join 
the PTL, I encourage you to do so. They 
offer fun events and provide support to 
Northley students. 
 
By this time you have received the indi-
vidual PSSA results for your child and 
students have just finished taking the 
Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) 
assessment. Take the time to chat with 
your student about his/her scores on the 
math and reading. Eighth graders also 
took the science portion of the MAP as-
sessment.  Speak with them about their 
goals for reaching for even higher scores 
and about their commitment to doing 
their best on class and home work in or-
der to maximize learning. 
 
Once again, Northley Middle School stu-
dents scored very well on the PSSA with 
the highest percent ever reaching profi-
cient or advanced in sixth and seventh 
grade mathematics. 
 
Carol L. Russell, Principal 
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Northley Participates in Aston Community Day 

 

On October 2, Northley participated in 
the Aston Community Day festivities. 
Northley’s Viking Ship made its annual 
appearance, handing out water to the 
thirsty onlookers. About 50 of our stu-
dents participated in the parade, walk-
ing from Neumann University to the 
Aston Community Center. 
 
A group of Northley choral students 
combined with a group of Sun Valley 
choral students to sing during the open-
ing ceremonies at Aston Community 
Day. They entertained with 3 selections: 
“Blue Skies,” “For Good” from Wicked, 
and “When I’m Sixty-Four” by The 
Beatles. The students were awesome.! 

Reading Olympics is a 
county-wide competi-
tion where students 
display their knowledge 
of books in a game 
show setting.  The 
competition is fast-
paced, exciting, and 
fun!  Team members 
must read a minimum 
of 3 books, thereby 
becoming a book ex-
pert!  As a team, students read approxi-
mately 40 books combined.    
 
Members meet every week in the library 
during a morning I&E to discuss the 
books and prepare for the competition.  
They will receive ribbons, T-shirts, cer-
tificates, and county-wide recognition!  
 
Kick-off Assemblies were held during 
the week of October 4th for interested 
Reading Olympiads.  Northley has par-
ticipated in the Reading Olympics pro-
gram for the past two years with 5 teams 
(maximum allowed) competing last year.  
We had the highest participation in 
Delaware County both years. Last year, 
all teams won a 1st or 2nd place ribbon.  
 
Reading Olympic books can be substi-
tuted for the Reading Counts books you 

read in your Reading or English 
classes.  Reading these books 
will help you reach your goal of 
one million words.     
 
This group is open to any stu-

dent who has a love of reading 

and wants to meet some new 

friends. Interested students, 

please see your Reading or Eng-

lish teacher for a permission 

slip. Keep Reading!! 

Reading Olympics 

Mike Imburgia leads the way on the NMS Viking Ship! 

Mrs. Hazlett leading the NMS Chorus  
at Community Day 

Visit us on Facebook for Updates. Search Northley Vikings 



Cruisin’ Not Boozin’ Assembly Coming to NMS  
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     Cruisin' Not Boozin' is an award-winning 
program sponsored by Bryn Mawr Rehab Hospital 
that brings children, teenagers and young adults 
face to face with the potentially devastating conse-
quences of impaired driving. The program's peer-
to-peer approach, featuring testimony by survivors 
who have received life-changing brain and spinal 
cord injuries, has 
proven effective in 
changing young peo-
ple's attitudes about 
driving impaired. More 
than 300,000 elemen-
tary through college age 
students in the Tri-State 
region have heard these important presentations 
since the program began in 1989. 
      
The program will be visiting Northley for an 8th 
grade Assembly on October 11th. Speakers will 
share their experiences with alcohol and the con-

sequences of poor decision making. Please review 
the following safety tips with your kids at home. 

Never get into a car with someone who is 
high or who has been drinking. 

Rehearse ahead of time with parents, coun-
selor or friend what you will say if you are 
offered a drink or a drug..  

Rehearse an exit plan with your child for 
a safe ride before they go out with their 
friends just in case the person who drove is 
not safe to drive ----the plan should include 
who to call and when. The plan should also 
include a secret code, a word or phrase that 
a child can either text or say to a parent that 
tells them he/she needs a safe ride home.  

   

Remember drug and alcohol-related accidents are 
preventable. You need to believe these conse-
quences can happen, and you need to prepare your 
child to make safe choices.  

NMS, The Place to Be! 
(but bring a note if  

you’re absent) 

Attendance. 
 
     The School Code of Pennsylvania 
provides that everyone between the ages 
of eight (8) and seventeen(17) must at-
tend school.  The only legal excuses for 
absences are  personal illness, quarantine, 
death of an immediate family member or 
family trips of an educational nature.  
     When a student is ill, parent/guardian 
may call the office at 610-497-6300 
x3339 and may leave a voicemail message 
on the machine prior to 9 a.m.  The 
phone call must be followed by a writ-
ten note that must be turned in within 
3 days of the student returning to 
school.. The note should include the 
student’s full name, grade, reason and 
date of absence and a parent/guardian 
signature.   
     The note must be given to the stu-
dent’s homeroom teacher and sent up to 
the office at the beginning of the school 
day.  Notes may also be faxed, or emailed 
to (nmccaffrey@pdsd.org).  
     An excused absence is counted as an 

absence.  All absences are considered 

unexcused until a parent/guardian or 

doctor’s note is received in the office.  

Guidance Update 
16 Ways To Stay Involved with Your Middle School Student 
 
Our Northley parents have a tremendous influence on our student achievement 
and well-being. Share expectations and set goals with your child and with his or 
her teacher. Email addresses are easy to use. Most Penn-Delco email addresses 
for staff are : first letter of the first name of the staff member, followed by their 
last name in entirety, followed by @pdsd.org. For instance, Holly Barg, 8th 
Grade counselor would be hbarg@pdsd.org. You can also find them on teacher 
web pages. 
 
Here are 16 ways you can stay actively involved in your child’s education for the 2010-2011 school year. 

Attend parent-teacher conferences, and make appointments as necessary to discuss your child’s pro-
gress. Contact any teacher, administrator, your child's team leader or counselor to schedule a meeting. 

Understand and reinforce school rules and expectations at home. We have a Positive Behavioral Sup-
port program in place. Check out the Northley handbook for more details. 

Attend PTL or parent meetings, education fairs, and other special events at the school. Stay tuned for 
our annual Parent/Student Organization Night. 

Read classroom or school newsletters, and visit the school’s web site.  

Notify teachers of any significant changes that have taken place in your child’s life, such as a death in 
the family, loss of income, or divorce/separation. It is a big help for us to know this information in 
advance to avoid any misunderstandings about academic or social changes. 

Meet your child’s friends and get to know their parents. 

Assist in developing parent support groups and programs. 

Discuss your child’s school day and homework daily. 

Know your child’s academic strengths and weaknesses. Check out grades,      
        updated daily, on our Pinnacle service (accessible on Penn-Delco's main  
        homepage). 

Provide a quiet, comfortable, well lit place with basic school supplies for  
        studying and homework. 

Develop a consistent daily routine for studying and homework. 

Help your child break down big homework assignments into smaller,  
        more manageable pieces. Check out teacher websites for specific details  
        regarding homework, tests and quizzes. Assist with homework, but avoid  
        doing it for your child. 

Provide encouragement and praise for your child’s efforts. 

Be sure your child gets 8-10 hours of sleep each night.  
Children need a wholesome breakfast every morning. Avoid excessive sugar and carbohydrates. Speak 
to your child about healthy lunch choices. 

It is difficult to be successful if absenteeism is high. Please be diligent about your child’s attendance and 
avoid family trips during school if at all possible. It is tough making up from days of absence while 
keeping up with current work.  

 

Northley’s Green 

Garden Update  

Seventh grade students are starting their 
work for the Green Garden!  Students 
have recently started a research project 
about vegetables.  They are researching 
the needs, structure and function, and 
growth requirements of common vegeta-
bles.  They will then use this information 
to make informed decisions about what 

can and can-
not be planted 
in the 
Spring.  Also, 
the worms are 
on their 
way!  Soon, 
the students 
will be starting 
worm bins 
and learning 
about nutrient 

cycling and decomposition.  It should be 
a great October preparing for the gar-
den! 

mailto:nmcaffre@pdsd.org
mailto:hbarg@pdsd.org


This month we honor the 
students at NMS and the 
teachers who are graduates 
of NMS!  

The 1st group that makes us 
proud are the students who 
came out to participate in 

the Sun Valley 
Homecoming 
Parade and the 
Aston Community Day 
Parade. Approximately 150 
students came out to show 
their Northley Pride for 

Homecoming, and 
another 50 partici-
pated in Community 

Day. Northley was also 
represented by over 20 
members of the National 
Junior Honor Society, who 
helped hand out informa-
tion at our Penn-Delco 
Table.  

You represent NMS in 
such a positive manner! 

The second group we would 
like to recognize is the 
group of teachers who are 
former Northley Middle 
School students. We are so 
fortunate to have a large 
number of Northley Alumni 
now teaching at their Alma 
Mater.  The sense of pride 
and tradition they bring to 
Northley is irreplaceable.  

Points of  Pride  

PTL Update 
due to Northley Office by October 15, 
2010 (Orders due to deliver to NMS on 
November 12th)  

Joint PTL meeting at SV on October 12th 
@ 6:30 PM  

8th Grade Haunted Hayride (October 
22nd – Rain Date October 29th)  

6th/7th Grade Haunted Hallway (October 
29th)  

Meetings to prepare for Haunted Hallway are 
every Thursday night (till the event) @ 6:30 PM 

in the NMS auditorium!  
 
Don’t forget about Market Day (monthly food 
service)! Order forms due to NMS office by 
October 18th (Internet orders are due 10/19 
by 11 PM). Pick up at Aston Elementary 
School on October 25th from 7 – 8 PM! Also, 
it’s still not too late to join the PTL!! Dues are 
still only $5 per family!  
UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS:  

Book Fair (during conference week)….be 
sure to stop by during your conference!!!!!!  

It was great seeing everyone at Back to School 
Night! Homecoming 2010 and the 6th/7th 
grade Swim Party were huge successes! Don’t 
forget this month we are having a fundraiser 
at the Five Below (Marple Crossing). Just 
mention Northley Middle School and we will 
receive 10% of your purchase! Never too early 
to start holiday shopping! A few important 
dates to remember:  

Spiritwear Orders due to Northley Office 
by October 8, 2010  

Market Day Brochure Fundraiser Orders 
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Madison Fitzgerald and Alexandria DiMaggio lead the NMS Parade! 

Northley Navigators 
The Northley Navigators have started another year of 

making students feel welcome 
and connected to our 
school. The Navigators are 
organized by the Guidance 
Department in an effort to 
help new students when they 
enter our school.  Often, they 
serve as a “Help Button” for 
new students as they enter 
NMS. This group won a 

Promising Practices Award from the Character Educa-
tion Partnership for their great work. They will be 
participating in various service projects, such as 
Thanksgiving baskets and Alex's Lemonade Stand. A 
focus this year is to make our school a community 
that accepts and celebrates the differences of our stu-
dents.  The Navigators would like to have more 7th 
and 8th grade students involved as leaders in this 
club.  If you are in 7th and 8th grade and have not 
signed up, please contact your counselor. 

Navigators, Haley Moore, Katelyn Martinez, and Kiera Kelly preparing for the upcoming year. 

Our Northley Alums who now teach at NMS are (from left to 
right) Mrs. Ventura, Ms. Micklo, Mrs. Mier, Mr. Campbell, Mr. 
Hazlett, and Mrs. Ritz 



Nurse’s Notes  

Team Time 

October 11: Early Dismissal for students. 10:48 Dismissal. Teacher In-Service.  
October 12: Joint PTL Meeting. 6:30 at Sun Valley High School. 
October 22: 8th Grade Haunted Hayride to Arasapha Farms. Bus leaves NMS 5:45pm. 
October 26: Picture retake day. 
October 27: Penn-Delco Board of Directors Meeting. 7:30 Service Center. 
October 29: Early Dismissal for students. 12:30 Dismissal. Teacher In-Service.  
October 29: 6th & 7th Grade Haunted Hallway. 7:00-9:00. 
November 3: PTL Meeting. 6:30 in NMS Library. 
November 10: End of 1st Marking Period. 
November 15-18: Early Dismissal 10:48.Conference Week. 
November 19: Early Dismissal 10:48. Turn-a-Bout Day 
November 19: Report Cards Issued 
November 24: Early Dismissal 10:48. Teacher In-Service 
November 25 & 26: No School. Thanksgiving Holiday 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 

Important Dates 

OH NO, NOT THE FLU AGAIN!!!! 
 
The flu is a contagious respiratory ill-
ness caused by influenza viruses. It can 
cause mild to severe illness, and at 
times can lead to death. The best way 
to prevent the flu is by getting a flu 
vaccine each year. 
 
People who have the flu often feel 
some or all of these symptoms: fever or 
chills, cough, sore throat, runny or 

stuffy nose, muscle or 
body aches, head-
aches, fatigue and 
vomiting and diar-
rhea. 
     Most experts be-
lieve that flu viruses 
spread mainly by 

droplets made when people with flu 
cough, sneeze or talk. These droplets 
can land in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby. Less often, a 
person might also get flu by touching a 
surface or object that has flu virus on it 
and then touching their own mouth, 
eyes or nose. 
      
You may be able to pass on the flu to 
someone else before you know you are 
sick, as well as while you are sick. Most 
healthy adults may be able to infect 
others beginning 1 day before symp-
toms develop and up to 5-7 days after 
becoming sick. Some people, especially 
children and people with weakened 
immune systems, might be able to in-
fect others for an even longer time. 
      
Certain people are at greater risk for 
serious complications if they get the flu. 
This includes older people, young chil-
dren, pregnant women and people with 
certain health conditions (such as 
asthma, diabetes, or heart disease).  
It is recommended  by the CDC and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
that everyone over the age of  six 
months should get a flu vaccine  as 
soon as vaccine is available this fall.  
 
While flu is unpredictable, it’s likely that 
2009 H1N1 viruses and regular sea-
sonal viruses will cause illness in the 
U.S. this flu season. The 2010-2011 flu 
vaccine will protect against three differ-
ent flu viruses: an H3N2 virus, an influ-
enza B virus and the H1N1 virus that 
caused so much illness last season.   

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
6th grade teachers have been hard at 
work assisting students in making the 
transition to middle school.  Students 
are  getting used to the added re-
sponsibility and workload that comes 
along being a student here at NMS.  
The month began with MAP testing 
in reading and math, Reading Olym-
pics sign ups, and new learning op-
portunities.   
 
In Reading class, students have been 
learning  to identify the elements of 
plot in a story and are picking out 
Reading Counts books in order to 
meet their goals!  In English class, all 
students are piloting a brand new 
program called Being a Writer.  Stu-
dents have been writing their own 
Sideways Stories that will soon be 
published for your enjoyment.  Any 
students needing assistance are re-
ceiving accommodations and modifi-
cations to assist them in their suc-
cess.  In Science students are working 
on learning the scientific method 
through many hands-on activities.   
In Social Studies, they have been 
receiving an introduction to history 
and are working on an Artifacts Pro-
ject.  In math, students researched 
numbers & operations vocabulary 
related to the state standards and 
created posters.  They engaged in 
learning the relationship between 
fractions, decimals, and percents 
through models, games, and arithme-
tic, and will continue to develop 
number theory by investigating a 
“special number”. 
 
Students can look forward to attend-
ing , the Halloween Haunted Hall-
way!  This is an exciting social func-
tion that we hope our students will 
consider attending on October 29th 
from 7:00-9:00pm.   We look forward 
to seeing parents and students alike 
during conferences this November.  

 

7th Blue  
We are in the groove on 7th Blue!  
After building respectful, responsible 
and safe relationships among teach-
ers and peers, our students are ready 
to dive into the captivating content 
areas and enjoy each lesson our 
teachers can’t wait to share!  As we 
listen and learn each day, our team is 
preparing for our exciting, stimulat-
ing trip to Philadelphia where we will 
spend a day exploring different as-
pects of the Constitution Center.   
 
Now, it’s time to get back to writing 
our debates in English, experiencing 
taxation without representation in 
social studies, observing and analyz-
ing the growth and development of 
our Fast Plants in science, perform-
ing operations with integers in math, 
setting sail with Charlotte Doyle and 
dribbling down the field with Paul 
Fisher in reading.  

 
7th Gold:  

The 7th grade gold team has named a 
Student and Viking of the Month for 
September.  We are pleased to an-
nounce that September’s Viking of 
the Month was Theresa Fallon and 
the Student of the Month was Becca 
Burrell!  They have both done an 
excellent job in all of their classes!   
 
All students have been working hard 
at reaching their goal of reading 1 
million words.  Reading Olympics 
will also be starting up very soon!  In 
math class, students have been work-
ing with decimals, integers, and alge-
braic expressions.  In science the 
students are hard at work growing 
and analyzing their Fast Plants. Be 
sure to ask your child about their 
plant! The 7th grade gold team has 
had a great first month of 
school!  We are looking forward to 
our field trip to the Constitution 
Center on October 28th.         

 

8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
The eighth grade has been in full 
swing over the past few weeks.  Stu-
dents have completed MAP testing in 
math, reading, and science. They also 
participated in a PBS Kick-Off as-
sembly.  This highly effective pro-
gram has changed how students view 
expected behaviors at Northley.   
 
This year, eighth grade is emphasiz-
ing the Reading Counts program to 
increase students’ reading skills.  All 
students must have their Reading 
Counts books with them always.  
This policy applies to every student, 
every day, every class.   
 
Congratulations to the following 
students who have been recognized 
by their teams.  Angela Leo, Madison 
McCunney, and Ryan Burton have 
been named September’s All Stars of 
the month by the Blue Team.   The 
Gold Team recently honored Tyler 
Hastings as their first Student of the 
Month.   
 
In each issue, we will report on the 
activities of one of our subject areas; 
In English Class, students are con-
centrating on their writing skills; they 
complete weekly journals and will be 
working on formal essays as well.  
Look for them to begin work on a 
research project in the next few 
weeks.  To improve their writing, 
students work on focus lessons that 
reinforce skills in punctuation, capi-
talization, usage, etc.  
 
Finally, please consider signing up for 
a parent conference in November if 
you have not already done so.  To 
schedule an appointment, email your 
son or daughter’s team leader: Blue 
Team: Michele Helveston at 
mhelveston@pdsd.org or Gold 
Team: Michelle Ritz at 
mritz@pdsd.org  

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/1011_vac_selection.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/1011_vac_selection.htm
mailto:mhelveston@pdsd.org
mailto:mritz@pdsd.org

