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Spring Break is the best!  After a long, 
cold winter and PSSA testing, we all have 
had a chance to enjoy signs of new life and 
growth in nature and take a long deep 
breath. Students have returned with new 
energy and resolve to put their best foot 
forward to finish the school year. Our fac-
ulty and staff are also renewed in spirit and 
looking forward to the final push for excel-
lence. If you are in the building, be sure to 
check out our front display case for aca-
demic recognitions of our students. 

 

There are a number of exciting events 
coming up in May, so be sure to check the 
Northley calendar for the details.  Eighth 
graders are making plans to say farewell to 
middle school and becoming familiar with 
the curriculum, activities, and facilities of 
the high school. The current fifth graders 
are visiting Northley to prepare for their 
middle school careers and seventh graders 
are anxiously awaiting their turn to be the 
elders of the school population.  Middle 
School is truly all about transitioning from 
childhood to young adulthood. 

 

As we approach warmer weather, please 
monitor the clothing your child selects to 
wear to school. Refer to the student dress 
code in the student handbook, with par-
ticular attention to the acceptable length of 
shorts and skirts and the degree to which 
young ladies’ tops are revealing. We appre-
ciate your willingness to help us keep stu-
dents focused on learning when they are 
here. 

Carol Russell 

Principal 
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Principal’s Message  

 

Northley Special Education Teacher, Karen 
Scharrer has recently won two awards for 
her excellent work serving the students in 
her classroom. The first award Mrs. Sharrer 
won was the Excellence in Youth Award in 
the category of Exemplary Adult, from the 
Delaware County Council’s Delaware 

County Workforce Investment Board. 
 
In naming Karen for this award, she was 
noted for, ―transforming the way students 
and adults think about people with disabili-
ties. Karen has been described by a parent 
as fantastic, warm, dedicated and always on 
the ball, looking out for our students while 
providing them with a great education. Her 
excellence in academic knowledge, teaching 
abilities and emotional interventions make 
her an invaluable asset.‖ 
 
The second award earned by Mrs. Scharrer 
was the Sun East Federal Credit Union’s 

―Best Teacher Under the Sun Award‖.  
According to Michael Kaczenski, Sun East 
President and CEO, ―We recognize the 
importance of educators being role models 
for young people and guiding students to-
ward a successful future. We want to pay 
tribute to teachers who demonstrate excel-
lence in creating a motivating learning envi-
ronment for their students.‖ ―The Best 
Teacher Under the Sun Award‖ acknowl-
edges outstanding achievements of  teach-
ers in his/her performance in daily class-
room activities, special projects or pro-
grams, or exemplary efforts to inspire stu-
dents to reach beyond their grasp. 
 
Mrs. Scharrer’s efforts with our students at 
Northley are a great point of pride. The 
students in her program are an integral part 
of our school community, and make us all 
better. We congratulate her on these well-
deserved recognitions! 

As the weather begins to get warmer, we wanted to share this reminder with our families. No 
flip flops, open-backed shoes, shorts/skirts that aren’t down to one’s fingertips, tank 
tops, shirts that expose one’s midriff, shirts that are low-cut, or torn clothing (jeans with 
any tears or holes) are permitted to be worn.  Thank you for your cooperation with this 
policy. 

Dress Code Reminder 

Parking Lot Safety  

Reminder 

Drop off and pick up in parking lot 

between NMS and the Administration 

building, only. 

Please do not stop in the bus lanes 

during AM or PM bus runs. 

Please observe NO PARKING/FIRE 

LANE designations in front of the 

building when picking up from after 

school activities. 

Please drive slowly— Our children's 

safety is at stake. 

Attention All PDSD 5th Grade Parents: 
This is your invitation to join the NMS PTL! Please join us for an informational meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 4, at 6:00, before the 6th Grade Orientation Night, in the 
Northley Library. 
 
The PTL is in need of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. If 
you are interested, please come to the meeting or contact Lisa DelVecchio at 
tdguys@comcast.net.   

Northley Teacher Wins Two Awards! 

mailto:tdguys@comcast.net
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Visit us on Facebook for 
Updates.  
Search: Northley 
Vikings 

Energy Expo Update 

We have started collecting Box Tops to help 
raise money for Northley Middle School 
PTL!  Clip the Box Tops from specially 
marked products and bring the Box Tops 
into school (send to the office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, the 
more money we will earn! If you have any 
questions please contact Christa Ventura at 
cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

 

Nurse’s Notes 

As we approach the end of this school year and look for-
ward to next year, I want to remind you of a few items to 
be addressed during the summer break. 
 

There are new immunization requirements that begin August 
2011 for all students.  If your child is in need of additional immuni-
zations to be in compliance with PA State law, you should have 
already received a mailed letter outlining what is missing.  These 
immunizations are a requirement for your child to attend school in 
September, 2011 so please contact your physician as soon as possi-
ble.  If you have already addressed this, thank you for your prompt 
attention to this important matter. 

If your child is entering 7th grade in September, 2011, a dental 
examination is required.  Forms will be sent home with your child 
at the end of this school year or the forms may be downloaded 
from:  http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/lib/health/
schoolhealth/PAprivatedentalform.pdf. 

If your child currently has medication at Northley, please make 
arrangements to take it home at the end of the school year.  No 
medications may be kept at school over the summer.  Also, if your 
child will require medication for the next school year, an updated 
physician’s order must be presented in September. 

 
And finally, thank you for allowing me to take care 
of your children. Do not hesitate to contact me with 
any questions or concerns. 
 
Mrs. Christina Saunders, RN 
610-497-6300, ext. 3338 
csaunders@pdsd.org. 

Guidance Update 

Attention 7th grade parents.  Northley’s annual Career Day is fast ap-
proaching.  It is set for Friday, May 6th.  All students not attending the 
Chorus and Band trip to Dorney Park that day will be participating in 
Career Day.  Students will be leaving school to visit area job sites from 
approximately 9:00am until 12:00pm.  There will be activities in the after-
noon, as well, including a keynote address at 2:00pm by Ms. Carlotta 
Daniels-Randolph, Executive Director of Employment Services at Dela-
ware County Community College.  Parents are invited to attend this talk, 
which will focus on local job trends and suggestions to students for pre-
paring in school to enter the workforce.  Ask your child which job site he 
or she signed up for.  All parents MUST sign a cherry-colored permission 
slip, and the slip must be returned to Mr. Siegel in Guidance as soon as 
possible.  Failure to return the permission slip will result in non-
participation in Career Day. The Guidance Department is very excited 
about the upcoming Career Day!   

The music department is still in full swing during the last part of the year! We 
just held a very successful spring concert in April—kudos to all the student 
musicians! We now look forward to several events: Our High Note Festival 
performance at Dorney Park on May 6th, the Honors Choir Concert in the 
NMS auditorium on May 18th at 7:00 pm, and the Jazz in the Valley concert at 
Sun Valley High School on May 19th at 7:00 pm, which involves Northley’s 
Jazz Band. We will round out the end of the year with the Northley Pops 
Concert, which will be held at Sun Valley on June 8th at 7:00.  

Northley's 8th Grade Science Department is a proud participant in PECO's Energizing Education Program. We're planning to hold 
Northley's first ever Energy Expo on Friday, May 13. Many of our students at Northley have family members who work in some 
facet of the energy industry: oil, electricity, heating, power generation, etc. We're seeking any parents or family members who may 
be able to help make our event a success by providing their time or materials that their company may offer. Please contact Ms. 
Hawbaker for more information on how you can help at ehawbaker@pdsd.org or by phone at 610-497-6300 x3100. Thank you for 
your support! 

Welcome to Northley Middle School. You are going to enjoy the next cou-
ple years here. In your three years, you will be surrounded by wonderful 
people in a school bonded almost like a community with kind peers and 
faculty. Northley is an amazing public middle school located in the small 
town of Aston in southeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
Middle school is a very important stage of your life. Many consider it the 
step from childhood to adulthood. At this stage, you will be transitioning 
from elementary school to high school, college, and life. In middle school, 
you need to get involved, participate, and get a good education because it 
will set you up for the rest of your life. At this age, you will see many 
changes in your life. Northley is the best place to gain intelligence, social 
skills, and to have fun, which every middle school student should do. 

 
At Northley we have an excellent community. Our school is run by an 
organized administration and office staff, supported by a well renowned 
district. Also, our school has some of the finest teachers. These teachers 
want to help the students, challenge them, and provide them with the best 
education. Along with this, Northley has some of the smartest and best 
students around.  

 
Northley also offers a large curriculum for our intelligent students. In addi-
tion, Northley offers many clubs and interscholastic sports. Northley really 
excels in everything we do. Here at Northley, it is easy to get involved and 
to participate. At Northley you will be able to find something you are good 
at and can pursue in high school. 
 
Now that you know all the basic information about Northley Middle 
School, you are ready to take on your new school. Just organize, study, and 
put yourself out there and you will succeed. A few last minute tips are: be 
prepared, be responsible, and be safe. Now enjoy your first day and good 
luck. 

A Message to incoming 6th Graders, 

from 8th Grader, Payas Parab 
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The 8th grade spring formal dance was a huge suc-
cess.   The dance was held on Friday, April 29th 
from 7 – 9 PM and everyone there had a GREAT 
time.  A HUGE THANKS to all who helped out 
with the dance.  Without the help of volunteers, 
these events would not be possible.   
 
MARKET DAY ORDERS DUE TO SCHOOL by 
Monday 5/23/2011.   Internet orders due 
5/31/2011 by 11:00 PM.  Pick up is at Aston Ele-
mentary on Monday, June 6th @ 7:00 PM. 
 
As we are entering the last few months of the 
school year, we still are busy.  Field day, awards and 
8th grade graduation are just a few of the events 
planned for the end of the school year. 
Stop by our next PTL meeting on May 4th @ 6pm 
in the Northley library and PLEASE bring your 
ideas and suggestions.  Please note the time 
change….as we will be welcoming the incoming 6th 
grade parents @ 7 PM that night. 
 
Also, the officers of the PTL are finishing up their 
last year at Northley Middle School.   If you are 
interested in an officer position (President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer), please stop by the 
PTL meeting or contact Lisa DelVecchio at 
tdguys@comcast.net.   

Northley’s Green Garden  

The 7th Grade Green Garden is shooting up!  The seeds the students planted before Spring 
Break have all germinated and the seedlings are doing great.  In addition, most of the trans-
planted plants have survived the transition from indoors to outdoors and are flourish-
ing.  The students are looking forward to seeing how their baby plants grow and develop in 
the days to come.  As the students study the growth of their plants, they will also learn about 
food webs and energy flow through ecosystems.  Soon, the plants will be ready to harvest and 
make their own contribution to a food web! Ms. Dowd and Ms. Freeman have done a tre-
mendous amount of work and have secured multiple grants to ensure it’s continued success! 

Northley is proud to have 
such a wonderful program! 

              From The Library Desk 

                                 It’s hard to believe we only have 7 weeks left in the school year!  The last day t  
                                 that students will be allowed to check out books and materials is Tuesday, May  
     31. All library materials are due by June 10. Students will begin receiving  
                                 weekly overdue notices in mid May. It is the student’s responsibility to keep       
track of materials they check out. Parents, you can help by asking your students what books they  
have checked out, and when they are due.  
 
One of the benefits of accessing our library catalog Destiny from home is students can view their 
checkouts and due dates. To access Destiny , go to Mrs. Coffman’s teacher page. Click on “Follett Des-
tiny Access from Home” on the left side of the page, and follow the steps to open Northley’s Destiny site. 
Students can login using their school computer login to view their checkouts and due dates.  
 
Students, remember that we still have our subscription to EBSCO, so for any research or informa-
tional needs, you can continue to use EBSCO through the summer months. To access EBSCO from 
home type in the following URL: 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid 
 User ID: northleymiddle 
Password: password 

PTL Update 

Environmental Club Fundraiser 

Northley Middle School Environmental Club is conducting a recycling 
fundraiser. There’s nothing to buy. We are simply asking you to protect the 
environment by donating your used consumer electronics and unwanted, 
broken or mismatched jewelry. Your used item(s) may be tax deductible and 
will be recycled in accordance with EPA regulations. 100% of the proceeds 
will help fund school programs for students in need. 
 
We are currently collecting the following items: 
 

Cell Phones 
Laptop Computers 

 

Inkjet Cartridges 
MP3 Players 
Digital Cameras 
Digital Video Cameras 
Handheld Game Systems 
GPS Devices 
Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry 
Electronic Book Readers 
Radar Detectors 

 
Please drop off any items you would like  
to recycle at the Welcome Center in the Northley lobby.  We greatly appre-
ciate your support! 

Ms. Dowd pointing out sprouting plants to students 

Ms. Freeman explaining the development of the newly planted vegeta-

Book Fair  Reminder  

The NJHS Book Fair is  

being held May 2-6 in our 

Library. Be sure to stop 

by and pick up some great 

reading! 

mailto:tdguys@comcast.net
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid
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May 4: PTL General Meeting; 6:00 NMS Library 
May 4: Incoming 6th Grade Student Orientation (For Parents); 7:00 NMS Auditorium 
May 18: Progress Reports Mailed 
May 18: Honors Chorus Concert; 7:00 Auditorium 
May 19: Jazz in the Valley Concert; 7:00 Sun Valley 
May 27: Field Day 
May 27: 12:30 Dismissal; Professional Development for Teachers 
May 30: No School—Memorial Day 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
The Sixth Grade Teachers are proud to announce 
the birth of Mrs. Matys’ baby. She had a baby girl 
on April 25th, named Olivia Riley.  
 
The entire 6th Grade is reading the novel 
Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen. The theme of survival 
is a key element of the story. The students will be 
creating their own survival pack as a culminating 
project to the novel.   
 
In English, the students are working with Gram-
mar Rock on pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs. 
Remember to look for learning letters as they will 
continue to come home through the end of the 
year.  
 
Greek History is coming to life in the Social Stud-
ies classes. Students are creating an original Greek 
Brochure that will highlight elements of Greek 
Culture. They are independently doing the re-
search.  
 
Volcanoes, earthquakes, and plate tonics, Oh My!  
This is what the students are learning in Science 
Class. In the upcoming weeks they will be creating 
a Photo Story about the Solar System. 
 
In Math, students are working with Tan Grams 
to solve problems involving concepts with meas-
urement, geometry, and number sense. The stu-
dents will be learning about operations with inte-
gers in the next few weeks.  
 
The entire 6th Grade will be going to the Blue 

Rocks game on May 25th. Look for permission 

slips to come home in the next few weeks.   

7th Blue  
The 7th grade blue team students have a busy and 
exciting month ahead.  While maintaining the 
academic rigor students have grown accustomed 
to as seventh graders, students will be participat-
ing in several activities as a grade and a team 
as the school year draws closer to an end.  Stu-
dents have made selections for Career Day on 

Friday, May 6th, and will be experiencing life in 
the "real world" at a destination of their 
choice.  Additionally, the 7th blue team will be 
taking a trip to Brandywine Picnic Park on Thurs-
day, June 2nd - many fun activities are planned. 
  
Lastly, the 7th grade blue team teachers would 
like to congratulate their Students of the Month 
for the month of March: 
  
English - Jessica Baldini 
Math - Jacob Brown 
Reading - Gianna Scarcelli 
Science - Eric Rokos 
Social Studies - Michael Belgiorno 

 
7th Gold:  

On April 15th, the 7th Grade Gold Team com-
pleted a Day of Service.  In the morning, the stu-
dents went to an assembly, where they were vis-
ited by an Animal Control Officer and a represen-
tative from the SPCA.  During the assembly, they 
learned what the SPCA is and how it oper-
ates.  They were told about how they can help 
animals in their facility (medicines, surgery, adop-
tions, etc.).  The Animal Control Officer also 
educated students about his job.  The students 
had many questions for both of the present-
ers.  They even had a special visit from Cyprus, a 
cocker spaniel that would love to be adopted!   
 
The 7th grade gold team students put a lot of ef-
fort into their Day of Service.  They raised over 
$150 for the SPCA by selling the dog bandannas 
that they made.  They also made dog and cat toys 
which were donated to the SPCA.  The teachers 
were extremely impressed by the public service 
announcements that the students created.  They 
used facts, pictures, and music to teach about 
endangered animals or animals that have been 
abused or abandoned.  Students showed how 
much they truly care about animals and how im-
portant it is to care for them.  
 On May 19, the students will be visiting the 
Philadelphia Zoo.  They are looking forward to 
meeting the Sumatran Orangutan that they 

adopted as a team.  The team was given a certifi-
cate to recognize the 7th Grade Gold Team as zoo 
parents to this animal.  They will also be taking a 
class on wildlife and global warming.  Climate 
change is real and it is happening in front of our 
eyes. During this program, the students will dis-
cover some of the evidence in both nature (e.g. 
shifts in bird migrations) and human populations 
that indicate changing climates and why. Students 
will meet animals affected by these environmental 
changes and learn about the Philadelphia Zoo’s 
Footprints program which encourages everyone 
to reduce their carbon footprint.  We are looking 
forward to an educational and fun trip to the zoo! 
 

8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
Eighth grade students will be saying goodbye 
soon to two student teachers who have been 
working with our classes.  Jessica Kern, has been 
paired with Michele Helveston on the Blue Team. 
After her graduation , she plans to move back 
home and hopes to find a position teaching in a 
local elementary school.  Ms. Kern says, ―I would 
like to thank everyone, especially my cooperating 
teacher, Mrs. Helveston, for making me feel wel-
come.  I have learned many techniques and strate-
gies that I will take with me as I begin my future 
as an elementary school teacher. 
 
April Marinelli is also a student at Neumann Uni-
versity.  She, too, will graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education 
with certification in Special Education.  Ms. 
Marinelli has been teaching classes on the Gold 
Team under the direction of Susan Mingey. After 
graduation, she hopes to become a full time class-
room teacher and return to college to earn her 
Master’s degree. 
 
Students were recently recognized by their teach-
ers on the ―Now Featuring‖ board.  Those hon-
ored from the Blue Team are: Kevin McGowan, 
Morgan Steele, and Heather Zeleznick.  The 
Gold Team students are: Jeff Croft, Jared Di-
Vito, Brooke Duncan, and Andrea Lock. 

April was Autism Awareness Month. Ms. Flanagan’s and Mrs. Scharrer’s students 

made hand-painted puzzle pieces & constructed them into magnets & pins and sold them 

to raise awareness.  Northley raised $142.00!!  All proceeds were donated to the Au-

tism Society of America, Philadelphia Chapter. Great work by the students and all 

those who donated! 

Team Time 


