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March is off to a busy start as we antici-
pate warmer weather.  The 3rd Annual 
Technology Expo will be held at Sun 
Valley on March 3rd from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m.  It is an opportunity to see the 
exceptional ways students use technology 
to enrich their academic pursuits.  Invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors. 
 
Northley will be hosting the PMEA Dis-
trict 12 Middle School Chorus Fest on 
March 4th. Directors at participating 
schools in Delaware and Chester Counties 
select their strongest singers to participate. 
It’s a one day festival where students not 
only get to show off their talents, but work 
with a guest conductor all day. The day 
ends with a 7:30 p.m. performance with the 
students singing as one regional choir. 
 
On March 10th, 11th and 12th the Sun Valley 
Music and Theatre departments will host 
Seussical the Musical, a district-wide produc-
tion. Students from elementary, middle and 
high schools will be showing off their act-
ing and musical talents. Mark your calen-
dars and be sure to attend. If it is anything 
like the last district-wide production, you 
will not want to miss it! 
 
8th Grade students are already looking for-
ward to high school, having begun the 
course selection process.  Be sure to have 
conversations with them over dinner about 
their course requests.  This should be an 
exciting time for them as they think about 
this next important phase of their educa-
tion. 
 
The PSSA testing begins on March 14th. 
Ask your children to show you any review 
materials they have to help them brush up 
on prior knowledge and skills.  We work 
very hard here to boost the students’ confi-
dence leading up to the testing. It’s impor-
tant that they realize how much they do 
know.  Please encourage them to get a lot 
of sleep each night and eat healthy meals so 
they can be at their best. 
 
Carol Russell 
Principal 
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Principal’s Message  

 
Before and after school are very busy 
times at NMS. As a result, there are 
some traffic safety concerns with which 
we would appreciate your assistance: 
 

Please use the Pancoast Avenue 
entrance to enter and leave NMS 
when dropping off and picking up 
students. 

 

Please do not drop off or pick up 
students directly in front of the 
school between the hours of 7:45-

8:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.. 

Please do not wait for your students 
in the NO PARKING ZONE di-
rectly in front of the school for extra
-curricular activities. This leads to a 
dangerous situation for cars and 
students. 

 
We thank you for your cooperation in 
keeping our 
students safe. 
 
 

Our annual 6th grade Loserpalooza Activity 
night was held on February 4th from 6-
9:30pm.  The entire event was centered 
around the novel Loser by Jerry Spinelli, 
which all students read in reading class 
throughout the month of January.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a great turn out; approximately 170 
students, plus their parents. That’s the most 
students and parents we’ve ever had!  While 
signing in, students received a t- shirt de-
signed by sixth graders Cameron Porter and 
Robert Dukes.  Each student was given a 
raffle ticket for a chance to win door prizes 
throughout the night.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students and parents 
were then escorted  
to the cafeteria 
where they enjoyed 
Pepino’s pizza, 
snacks provided by 
Herr’s, and a variety 
of drinks.  Students 
met in their groups 
and began rotating 
to different stations 
which all related to events in the novel.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The stations included: Field Day, Scavenger 
Hunt, Bingo with Snickerdoodle cookies, 
Giraffe Hats, and Math Mania.  After the 
activities, students and parents gathered in 
the cafeteria to enjoy a snack from Pretzel 
Boys.  As everyone was enjoying their final 
snack, 15 autographed Jerry Spinelli books 
were given to students who could correctly 
answer questions about the novel.  
 
With support from administration, teachers, 
parents, and volunteer honor society stu-
dents, this sixth grade tradition was a huge 
success for all that participated.    

Loserpalooza a Big Hit with  

Students and Parents! 

Northley Traffic Safety 

Penn-Delco Technology Expo 

March 3, 2011 

5:30-7:30 

Sun Valley High School 
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Guidance Update 

We have started collecting Box Tops to help raise money 
for Northley Middle School PTL!  Clip the Box Tops 
from specially marked products and bring the Box Tops 
into school (send to the office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their Box Tops as 
well! The more you bring in, the more money we will earn! 
If you have any questions please contact Christa Ventura at 
cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

 

Career Day 

On Friday May 6, 2011 Northley will hold a 
school-wide Career Day.  In a changing world with 
a technological focus, it is important to help stu-
dents identify their interests and talents, as well as 
the opportunities that lie ahead for them.  The 
more students are aware of different career possi-
bilities, the earlier they can prepare to take the 
right courses, volunteer, gain valuable job skills, 
and understand the demands of the 21st century 
job market.   
 
6th graders will enjoy visits from various career 
professionals, while 7th graders will visit profes-
sionals on the job.  8th grade students will take part 
in a college fair to learn more about higher educa-
tion and programs after high school.   
 
Volunteers are needed to visit Northley for 6th 
grade Career Day.  If you would like to share 

your occupation with students in four, half 

hour sessions, please contact Ms. Sayre at 

nsayre@pdsd.org 
 

Bridges Career Exploration 

To further enhance students’ personal and career 
exploration, students have access to the Bridges 
―Choices Explorer‖ on-line program.  Throughout 
their time in middle school students will be utiliz-
ing the program to take quizzes and interest inven-
tories, browse careers, and plan for their future 
education.  All students had a chance to explore 
the program during their art cycle classes in Janu-
ary and will have a chance to re-visit it again in the 
spring. 
  
This excellent program can be accessed from 
home.  Parents are encouraged to explore with 
your child and help them highlight the possibilities 
that lie ahead.  See directions below on how to 
access the program.  Please talk to your child 
about the importance of planning for the future by 
starting small; identifying interests, likes and dis-
likes, and understanding the types of jobs and 
career paths available.  We understand that career 
paths change even through adulthood, but under-
standing ourselves and the careers available to us, 
is a lifelong focus.  Please contact your child’s  

 

counselor with any questions.  We look forward to 
enhancing your child’s future by planning  
for success! 
 
Website:  www.bridges.com 
Click on the red "My portfolio name tab" 
Portfolio name:  Student's initials and id number 
without the zero (ex. ns34703) 

The following chart (found on page 35 of the Student Handbook) helps explain the 
Penn-Delco School District Dress Code. As a reminder, no flip flops, open-backed 
shoes, shorts that aren’t down to one’s fingertips, or torn clothing (jeans with 
holes) are permitted to be worn. As the weather begins to get warmer, we wanted to 
share this reminder with our families. 

Dress Code Reminder 

National Junior Honor Society  

Welcomes New Members 

March is the month that welcomes our new 

seventh and eighth grade members.  The 

Honor Society accepted applications from 

eligible students this month and our new 

members will be inducted on April 28th.  The 

Honor Society is a busy group of students 

who work very hard at making our school 

and community a better place.  They volun-

teer to spend their free time helping at school 

functions like Loserpalooza and parent con-

ferences as well as Brookhaven and Aston 

Community Days.  The National Junior 

Honor Society really helps to make Penn 

Delco a better place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Penn-Delco’s district wide musical, Seussical, will be run-
ning Thursday, March 10-Saturday, March 12. It features 
students from every level, including many of Northley’s 
finest! Show times are 7 pm on Thursday and Friday, 
and 2 pm and 7 pm on Saturday. Tickets are $10 each.  

mailto:nsayre@pdsd.org
http://www.bridges.com


 

A color version of this newsletter is available on our website: http://www.pdsd.org/nms/site/default.asp 

The Pamela Stouch Drug Awareness Committee have chosen the following students as the Winners of the Art Calendar Contest : 

 

1st Place: Hannah Turner           2nd Place: Nina Novotni               3rd Place: Jared DiVito              The winners with Art Teacher, Ms. Sharp 

Points of  Pride  

PTL Update 
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Visit us on Facebook for Updates.  
Search: Northley Vikings 
 

Our spring spiritwear sale has started.  Orders are due to NMS by March 11th. 

The Joe Corbis Fundraiser has begun. Orders are due to NMS by 3/14/11 and pick up will be Thurs-
day, March 24th after school (until 5 PM).  It is IMPORTANT that your orders be picked up that day.  
These items are perishable and NMS does not have  available refrigerators.  If you would like to sup-
port your child’s school but are unable to sell Joe Corbis, we are offering the $10 opt out program. 

The 8th Grade Spring dance will be Friday, April 29th from 7 – 9 PM.  We are beginning the planning 
and if you would like to help out with this special event for the 8th graders, please contact Lisa DelVec-
chio at tdguys@Comcast.net.   

Market Day orders due to NMS by Monday 3/21/2011.   Internet orders due 3/22/2011 by 11:00 PM.  
Pick up is at Aston Elementary on Monday, March 28th at 7:00 PM. 

Stop by our next PTL meeting on March 2nd at 6:30 pm in the Northley library and PLEASE bring 
your ideas and suggestions.   

Also, the officers of the PTL are finishing up their last year at Northley Middle School.   If you are 
interested in an officer position (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer), please stop by the 
PTL meeting or contact Lisa DelVecchio at tdguys@comcast.net.   

 

Financially Literate Students are S.M.A.R.T. Students! 

In Ms. Steven’s Financial Literacy course, students are currently learning about S.M.A.R.T goals  
(s = specific, m = measureable, a = attainable, r = realistic and t = time-frame). Students were in-
structed to create their own financial  S.M.A.R.T goals based on their wants and needs.  Students 
were surprised to find out that a cell phone was not a necessity! The goals were categorized into 
3 goals, short term (less than 3 months), intermediate (3 months – 1 yr) and long term (longer than a 
yr). Students actively participated in groups to come up with school wide financial goals i.e. Luxury 
Suites in the gym or ipad computers for the entire school using the same categories.  

Pamela Stouch Art Calendar Award Winners 

Congratulations to the winners of Northley’s 
Scripps National Spelling Bee Competition! 
First place was earned by Veronica Siko, and 
Second place was won by Connor Donnelly. 
The Bee is sponsored by the Community 
Spirit Newspaper. The winners will get to 
compete in the County competition that will 
be held later this month at 
Neumann University. Please 
wish our champions the best of 
luck as they try to continue 
their spelling journey to the 
National competition! 

Congratulations to Vincent James 
who has been named to The Wil-
mington Children’s Chorus .  The 
Chorus seeks to nurture and de-
velop an exceptional community 
youth choir whose members share 
a love and desire to excel in choral 
singing, performance and musical 
knowledge.  The WCC curriculum 
not only emphasizes music literacy 
and beautiful singing, but also 
seeks to build important life skills 

such as professionalism, teamwork and individual responsibility.  
This multi-cultural children’s choir is a project of CityFest, Inc. and 
the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs for the City of Wilmington.  

Northley’s Green  
Garden Update 

The cold winter is finally giving way to warmth 
and students are excitedly getting ready for 
Spring planting.  All students have picked the 
vegetables they will be growing in the gar-
den.  Choices range from root vegetables, like 
beets and radishes, to leaf vegetables, like let-
tuce, Swiss chard, and arugula.  The students 
seem especially excited about growing vegeta-
bles they have never heard of before.  They 

can’t wait to see how it grows 
and, of course, how it 
tastes!  Students have also been 
learning about the essential cycle 
of decomposition through their 
studies of the worm bins and 
the red wiggler worms that live 
in the bins.  Who knew that 

worms had 5 hearts?!?!  Stayed tuned for next 
month’s update.  By then, the plants will be in 
the ground! 

Spelling Bee Winners Crowned Hitting the Right Notes 

mailto:tdguys@comcast.net
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Team Time 

March 2: Progress Reports Issued 
March 2: PTL General Meeting; 6:30 NMS Library 
March 4: PMEA Middle School Songfest 
March 14: 2nd Trimester Ends/PSSA Testing Begins 
April 6: 3rd MP Ends 
 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

Yearbook Frequently 

Asked Questions 

 

How do I reserve a yearbook for my 
child? 

Go to www.myyear.com 

Choose PA for the State, Aston for the 
City, and Northley Middle School 

Click GO on upper right— click Order 
Your Yearbook 

Select Yearbook and click Continue 

Click Next 

Enter your student’s information, in-
cluding their homeroom number 

Click Add to Cart 

Review the quantity and click Checkout 

Enter Billing Information and click 
Next 

Confirm and place your order 
 
How much do yearbooks cost this 
year? 
The total cost of the yearbook this year 
is $25.00. 
 
Why do we have to order online? 
The online option is efficient for parents 
and the school.  You don’t have to send 
in money with your child and wonder 
when your check will be cashed.  The 
website is secure and managed by the 
publishing company.  Ordering online 
helps the yearbook staff easily keep track 
of hundreds of orders. 
 
How many copies are available? 
The yearbook staff has arranged for 500 
yearbooks to be made this year.  Once 
they have been reserved, there will not 
be additional copies available. 
 
When is the deadline for ordering?
Yearbooks will be reserved online start-
ing TODAY and ending on April 15th.  

  
What if I miss the deadline for order-
ing? 
There are occasionally yearbooks left 
over that can be purchased in June.  
Please remember that there is no guaran-
tee that these yearbooks will available.  
To ensure your child receives a year-
book, reserve a copy online soon! 
 
Who can I contact with questions? 
Please contact Kelly Muller at  
kmuller@pdsd.org.   

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
Sixth grade has been working ex-
tremely hard through the beginning 
of 2011!!! In Social Studies, students 
have been researching and creating 
PowerPoints to show the life and 
culture of Ancient Egypt. In Science, 
students are searching for a diamond 
in the rough and learning about min-
erals and the properties each of them 
can carry.  In Math class, students 
are about 12/16 or 3/4 of the way 
through fractions and soon will be 
rolling like a sphere into geometry.  
In Reading, students are working on 
analyzing various types of nonfic-
tion. In block for Reading and Eng-
lish, students have been focusing on 
academic strands to improve skills 
that need more practice through 
hands on and interactive activities.  
In English, students are beginning 
non-fiction research projects focus-
ing on recently finished Science and 
Social Studies topics. So whether you 
want to find out more about Hurri-
cane Katrina, tornado alley, Mesopo-
tamia or cave men; put on your re-
search hats and get ready to discover. 
 
Finally, sixth grade is gearing up for 
the upcoming PSSA’s which are right 
around the corner. Please remind 
your children the importance of a 
good night’s sleep and a healthy 
nutritious breakfast before the test 
each day!! 
 
 
7th Blue  
The 7th grade Blue Team is busy 
getting ready for the PSSA!  Compe-
tition is set for the Mathletics/
Readaerobics week coming up, and 
we have reviewed the results of the 
practice test and are sharing them 
with the students.   
 
During the week of PSSA testing, 
the entire 7th grade will be reading 
the novel Hoot by Carl Hiaasen.  We 
look forward to the fun activities 
that will follow!   
 
We would like to congratulate our 
January students of the month.   
Math- Sarah Mariotti; Science- Ben 
Revak; Reading- Samantha Moon; 
Social Studies- Lauren Vitale; Eng-

lish- Kaitlin McCombs.  Congratula-
tions and keep up the great work!  
 
7th Gold:  
During the third marking period, 
students are exploring poetry in Eng-
lish.  They are analyzing poetry in 
terms of form, tone, speaker, mood 
and theme.  In addition, students will 
have the opportunity to create their 
own poems in both structured and 
free verse on a variety of self-
selected topics.  In addition, they 
continue to work on constructed 
responses in preparation for the 
PSSAs.   
 
In the Math classes, students were 
exploring rates, ratios, proportions, 
fractions, and conversions.  
Throughout the third quarter, stu-
dents will continue to explore the 
anchors and work individually, in 
pairs, and in groups.   
 
In Social Studies, students are begin-
ning Chapter 10 "The Bill of 
Rights.‖ This is a fun and challenging 
portion of the textbook.  Students 
will have the opportunity to put on a 
mock trial and charge "Dorothy" 
from The Wizard of Oz with mur-
der.  Students will portray a prosecu-
tor, defense attorney, judge, wit-
nesses and a jury, which will make 
for an interesting trial! 
  
The students will be reading the 
novel ―Hoot‖ which focuses on a 
group of middle school students 
who decided to help protect the 
burrowing owls in their neighbor-
hood.  The students will learn about 
protecting both our wildlife and our 
domestic animals and a day of ser-
vice is planned to extend their 
knowledge and awareness of this 
topic.   
 
Please keep an eye out for informa-
tion regarding the spring field trip to 
the Philadelphia Zoo.  Permission 
slips will be sent home soon!  We are 
asking for volunteers to help chaper-
one this trip.  We would love to have 
you come along!   
 
The 7th grade gold team is also proud 
to announce Emily Platz as Student 

of the Month and Lauren Miller as 
the Viking of the Month for Febru-
ary!   
 
8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
It’s that time of year again.  The 
PSSA tests are right around the cor-
ner.  Eighth grade students will be 
tested in the areas of reading, writ-
ing, math and science beginning 
March 14th and ending April 5th.  We 
will be kicking off the testing season 
with a Pep Rally on March 3rd and 
begin Mathletics and Readaerobics 
competitions on March 7th.  The 
students have been working hard in 
school to prepare for these statewide 
tests, but there are a few things you 
can do at home to help your child be 
successful.  One is to make sure your 
child gets plenty of rest during the 
testing weeks.  A good night’s sleep 
will help the students concentrate 
and work at their absolute best.  
Also, a good healthy breakfast will 
also improve their concentration.  
The PSSA’s are tough, but we have 
no doubt that our students will do 
their very best. 
 
From a student’s point of view, one 
of the great things about the PSSA is 
that teachers assign no homework 
over the duration of the testing cycle!  
Instead, the entire eighth grade will 
be working on an interdisciplinary 
unit based on Jordan Sonnenblick’s 
popular novel, Drums, Girls & Dan-
gerous Pie.  The plot involves a teen-
ager’s struggle to maintain normalcy 
in his life as his family deals with the 
crises that erupt when his younger 
brother is diagnosed with leukemia. 
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety will provide students with a 
clearer understanding of that illness 
when representatives of the organi-
zation make a presentation in a kick-
off assembly on March 10th. 
 
In addition to reading the novel, 
students will complete class work 
and activities related to their various 
academic classes.  They will also 
have the opportunity to participate 
in service projects to benefit a chil-
dren’s hospital.   

http://www.myyear.com
mailto:kmuller@pdsd.org

