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SSTTUUDDYYIINNGG  AANNDD  HHOOMMEEWWOORRKK  CCOOMMPPLLEETTIIOONN::  

TTHHEE  KKEEYYSS  TTOO  AACCAADDEEMMIICC  SSUUCCCCEESSSS  

  

  
 
Does your student tell you that he/she does not have any 
homework, finished the work at school, or does not have much to 
worry about? Chances are that your student has more homework 
than he/she is letting on to.  This year, Northley teachers are 
concerned about the number of students failing to complete 
homework assignments or assignments not being completed to 
the students’ best potential.  At times the homework may be to 
study for a test or quiz.  Does your student know how to study 
properly?  Some students do not always know what to study.  
Help them check the teachers’ websites and focus on the class 
notes for the chapter.  Often students will just “read over” their 
class notes.  Encourage active studying using the ideas below: 

 Take key terms from class notes or facts that need to be 
memorized.  Make the facts into a question by writing the 
question on the front of an index card and the answer on the 
front of ANOTHER index card.  Lay out all terms/questions on 
one side and the answers on the other side (all cards face up).  
Match the pairs just like the familiar game of memory. 

 Re-write or type class notes/re-draw pictures and label them. 

 Make up silly sentences to remember important information.  
This is good for short answer and essay questions.  (Ex.  What 
are the reading strategies?  Remember the silly sentence, 
“Pandas share carrots under pretty violet mango mats.”  This 
stands for “preview, set a purpose, connect, use prior 
knowledge, predict, visualize, monitor, make inferences.” 

Students should have homework four out of five nights during the 
week.  Encourage your child to do homework at the same time 
each night and block out 30-60 minutes of uninterrupted time 
that should be spent on written homework, studying, and Reading 
Counts.  Check your child’s grades often and communicate with 
their teachers to ensure assignments are completed. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

GGEEAARRIINNGG  UUPP  FFOORR  CCAARREEEERR  DDAAYY  ––  MMAAYY  1144,,  22001100  
 

On Friday, May 14, 2010, Northley will hold a school-wide Career 
Day.  In a changing world with a technological focus, we feel it is 
important to help students identify their interests and talents as 
well as the opportunities that lie ahead for them.  The more that 
students are aware of different career possibilities, the earlier 
they can prepare to take the right courses, volunteer and gain 
valuable job skills, and understand the demands of the 21

st
 

century job market. 
 
6

th
 grade – A more traditional career day will be held at which 

career speakers will come to Northley to present about their jobs. 
Students will also participate in activities to gain skills about 
education after high school, applying for jobs, paying bills and 
earning income, as well as the day’s grand finale, the 
entrepreneur fair.  At the fair, select students will launch their 
business ventures and learn how to market their businesses and 
network for sales. Contact Ms. Sayre (nsayre@pdsd.org) if you 
would like to be a presenter.  We are hoping for representation 
from a variety of occupations! 
 
7th grade – The entire 7

th
 grade student body will be boarding 

Penn Delco buses and visiting various area job sites to take tours 
and speak with employees at the various sites to learn about their 
careers.  Each student will be matched to a job that they express 
an interest in.  Students will see how their academics connect to 
the world of work! Some of the businesses partnering with us are: 
SEPTA, Camden Riversharks, Drexelbrook, Crozer, PA State Police, 
Comcast, and more! Parents will receive a permission slip for their 
child to participate with guidelines for appropriate attire soon. 
 
8th grade – 

 Students recently selected high school classes, and official 
schedules from Sun Valley will be in the mail in coming 
months.  We hope to bring many of our students to Sun Valley 
soon for a tour of the building. 

 Groups of students have visited Penn State Brandywine and 
Widener in an effort to expose more students to higher 
education at an earlier age.  Other trips scheduled include 
Aston Vo-tech, Williamson Trade School, and West Chester 
University. 

 The 8th grade guidance curriculum includes many lessons on 
preparing and transitioning to the high school, career 
exploration, and identifying interests through personality and 
talent inventories. 

  

  

  

SSAAPP  GGrroouuppss  aatt  NNoorrtthhlleeyy!!  
 

Every secondary school in PA has a Student Assistance 
Program (SAP) team. Through SAP, students can be 
referred to various groups.  The groups that are being 
formed this year include self-esteem, decision making, 
changing families, anger and stress management, grief, 
and conflict resolution. Additional groups may also run 
depending on student need and referrals.  If you think 
your child could benefit from a group, please call your 
child’s guidance counselor.  

Visit the SAP website: www.sap.state.pa.us. 
 

 

WWiinn  aa  ggiifftt  ccaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  ssttoorree  ooff  yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee!!  
  

TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwhhoo  bbrriinnggss  tthhee  mmoosstt  eemmppttyy  iinnkk  

ccaarrttrriiddggeess  iinn  aa  bbaagg  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  nnaammee  oonn  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  

gguuiiddaannccee  ooffffiiccee  bbyy  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  wwiinnss!!!!  

mailto:nsayre@pdsd.org
http://www.sap.state.pa.us/


  

1155  WWAAYYSS  TTOO  SSTTAAYY  IINNVVOOLLVVEEDD  WWIITTHH    

YYOOUURR  MMIIDDDDLLEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSTTUUDDEENNTT  
 
Parents have a tremendous influence over the lives of their 
children, especially when it comes to their social and educational 
development. Here are 15 ways you can stay actively involved in 
your child’s education: 
 

 Share expectations and set goals with his or her teacher. 

 Attend parent-teacher conferences, and make appointments 
as necessary to discuss your child’s progress. 

 Reinforce school rules and expectations at home. 

 Attend PTA or parent meetings, education fairs, and other 
special events at the school. 

 Read school newsletters and visit the school’s web site. 

 Notify teachers of any significant changes that have taken 
place in your child’s life, such as a death in the family, loss of 
income, or the divorce/separation of the parents. 

 Meet your child’s friends and get to know their parents. 

 Assist in developing parent support groups and programs. 

 Discuss your child’s school day and homework daily. 

 Know your child’s academic strengths and weaknesses. 

 Provide a quiet, comfortable, well lit place with basic school 
supplies for studying and homework. 

 Develop a consistent daily routine for studying and 
homework. 

 Help your child break down big homework assignments into 
smaller, more manageable pieces. 

 Assist with homework, but avoid doing it for your child. 

 Provide encouragement and praise for your child’s efforts. 
 
Use these tips to enhance your child’s academic development. 
Then talk with school officials to see what you can do to help 
them create and maintain a safe, nurturing, positive school 
environment for ALL of the children in your community. 

  

NNEEEEDD  HHEEAALLTTHH  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE  FFOORR  YYOOUURR  CCHHIILLDDRREENN??  

  

  
 

 
 

PCCY is an outreach, referral and advocacy project designed to be 
a “town watch” for children’s health with the goal of making sure 
children and teens get health insurance by working with 
communities and schools. Please call them with questions you 
have. They will help you work with health systems and advocate 
for you for free!  Contact PCCY: 215-563-5848 x17, 
www.pccy.org/child.html, or dzubow@pccy.org  
 

PPSSSSAA  TTEESSTTIINNGG  CCOOMMIINNGG  SSOOOONN  
 
All students have taken the practice PSSA test. They will soon 
participate in Mathletics and Readaerobics in which they will 
compete in games and activities to practice their skills and test-
taking habits!  The PSSA will be administered April 7-14, 2010.  
You will hear more soon! 

LLIIVVEE  HHOOMMEEWWOORRKK  HHEELLPP  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  

 
Get free homework help online via Delaware County Library 

System’s Live Homework Help tutoring service. Live Homework 
Help connects students to expert tutors in all major subjects!  

Check out the website: 
www.delcolibraries.org/LHHintro.htm 

 

PSSA Advanced Level 
The Advanced Level reflects superior academic performance. 
Advanced work indicates an in-depth understanding and 
exemplary display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania 
Academic Content Standards. 

PSSA Proficient Level 
The Proficient Level reflects satisfactory academic performance. 
Proficient work indicates a solid understanding and adequate 
display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic 
Content Standards.  

PSSA Basic Level 
The Basic Level reflects marginal academic performance. Basic 
work indicates a partial understanding and limited display of the 
skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards. 
This work is approaching satisfactory performance, but has not 
been reached.  There is a need for additional instructional 
opportunities and/or increased student academic commitment to 
achieve the Proficient Level.  

PSSA Below Basic Level 
The Below Basic Level reflects inadequate academic performance. 
 Below Basic work indicates little understanding and minimal 
display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic 
Content Standards. There is a major need for additional 
instructional opportunities and/or increased student academic 
commitment to achieve the Proficient Level.  

  

AANNNNUUAALL  CCOOLLLLEEGGEE  DDAAYY  HHEELLDD  

 
Middle school is an excellent time for students to prepare for 
what lies ahead.  They should think about their academic and 
social interests and strengths and weaknesses.  In December, we 
hosted a “College Day” where students wore college apparel and 
made college pennants for teachers to display on their doors.  We 
want students to realize that education should not stop after high 
school. This includes college, technical schools, beauty schools, 
and training programs.   
 

CCNN  SSKKAATTEE  PPAALLAACCEE  TTRRIIPP  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  
 
Any students interested in going roller skating with Northley on 
March 18

th
, please pick up a permission slip outside of the main 

office or print one from the Guidance website. All students are 
welcome to attend! 

http://www.pccy.org/child.html
mailto:dzubow@pccy.org
http://www.delcolibraries.org/LHHintro.htm

