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Students and faculty are gearing up for a 

well-deserved summer break.  The in-

coming sixth graders and their parents 

have had a chance to visit the middle 

school and ask questions. Hands down, 

the 5th grade students were most excited 

about the additional meal and snack 

choices for lunch next year and most 

nervous about opening their lockers. They 

will fit in perfectly here!  It was a delight 

to have them here with us for the day and 

we are excited to welcome them in Sep-

tember. 

 

Many of the fifth graders came back for 

the Energy Fair, hosted by our 8th grade 

science classes. The eighth graders were 

well prepared and the fifth graders en-

gaged in learning about energy and en-

ergy conservation. We were delighted to 

host the Young Author’s Project Confer-

ence this year, with approximately 250 

parents and students attending from all 

over the county to celebrate today’s 

promising writers. We were very proud to 

have six winners from Northley.  From 

the 93 DE County winners (K-8th grade), 

23 were Penn-Delco students.  That is an 

excellent showing. The County Reading 

Olympics competition was held at Sun 

Valley HS this year, and once again there 

were more participants from NMS than 

any other middle school. Our students 

love to read! Your sons and daughters are 

truly impressive young people. 

 

Though the school year will be over very 

soon, please visit the district and school 

websites often to view updated informa-

tion. You will find the summer reading 

lists, calendars, and information about the 

upcoming year.  Have a great summer 

and as always, thank you for partnering 

with us to provide our students with the 

best the county has to offer in education. 
 
Carol Russell 
Principal 

Penn-Delco School District 
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Principal’s Message  

 

As a reminder, the Penn-Delco Dress Code remains in effect. Stu-
dents may carry clear plastic water bottles in this final month of 

school. 

Dress Code Reminder 

Parking Lot Safety  

Reminder 

Drop off and pick up in parking lot 

between NMS and the Administration 

building, only. 

Please do not stop in the bus lanes 

during AM or PM bus runs. 

Please observe NO PARKING/FIRE 

LANE designations in front of the 

building when picking up from after 

school activities. 

Please drive slowly— Our children's 

safety is at stake. 

Reading Olympians  Shine at Competition 

On Tuesday, May 10, 2011, the  
Delaware County Reading Olympics c 
ompetition was held at Sun Valley  
High School, and Northley Middle  
School made some noise! Reading  
Olympics is an extracurricular, year- 
long program, open to all  students  
in grades 4-12.   Early in the school  
year, the students form teams to  
read 40 books from an approved list.  
Working as a team, the students  
compete in a ―question-and-answer  
game show-style‖ event held in early  
May.  The goal of the competition is  
to increase the quality and quantity of 
books students read for pleasure.  The 
competition is held purely as a celebration of reading rather than a contest. 
  
Northley was represented by six well-prepared, enthusiastic teams made up of over 80 
students and 12 ―coaches.‖  Northley took home three blue ribbons and three white 
ribbons.  Even more impressive, Northley had the greatest number of participants than 
any other school in the competition for the third year in a row.   
 
In preparing for the competition, teams met about once a week either before school or 
at lunch.  This time was used to assign books, discuss characters and plot elements and 
to talk about books.  The Reading Olympics experience not only encourages team work, 
it fosters a love for reading that will carry well into adulthood.  Northley is looking for 
    ward to participating in the Reading Olympics  
    competition again next year, and the coaches are 
    always looking for new members. See a reading  
    or English teacher if interested!  

Matt Hernandez rocks it out at the Talent Show! 

Talent Show a Hit! 

This year’s Talent Show, directed by Mrs. 

Hazlett,  was a huge success! There were several 

singing and dancing acts that had the students 

clapping, singing, cheering, and dancing in their 

seats! Congratulations to all who participated. 

Mrs. Ventura with her Olympians 
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Visit us on Facebook for 
Updates.  
Search: Northley 
Vikings 

Energy Expo Update 

We are collecting Box Tops to help raise 
money for Northley Middle School PTL!  
Clip the Box Tops from specially marked 
products and bring the Box Tops into school 
(send to the office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, the 
more money we will earn! If you have any 
questions please contact Christa Ventura at 
cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

 On May 13th the 8th grade science classes put on their first ever 

energy expo to showcase what we’ve been learning about this im-

portant topic this year. The informational expo included 18 infor-

mative and fun stations staffed by our 8th graders where visitors 

could learn all they need to know about energy and our lives.  Visi-

tors learned about a variety of topics including: electricity genera-

tion, renewable energy sources, compact fluorescent light bulbs, 

water wasting in our homes, simple home energy solutions, energy 

in transportation, 

and  watt wast-

ing.  Visitors also 

had a good time 

learning how to 

turn trash into 

treasure, playing 

with a water pow-

ered car, create 

jewelry from junk 

and even 

had their 

photo taken in 

a photo booth!  We had  special visits from Mr. Tom Delvecchio 

from Affordable Energy Associates and Mr. Steve Jenness from 

Covanta Energy in Chester.  They helped make the event more 

exciting and informative. Northley was pleased to have 5th graders 

from Coebourn, Parkside and Pennell touring the expo, as well as 

parents and staff from our dis-

trict schools and offices. A 

great time was had by all and 

Northley’s 8th graders really 

showed their energy exper-

tise.  Stay tuned for more in-

formation about next year’s 

energy expo! 

The Northley Music Department enjoyed a very successful (and fun) day at the 
High Note Festival at Dorney Park! Both the band and the chorus received a 
rating of ―Superior,‖ the highest possible rating, for the third year in a row! 
The students did an excellent job representing Northley. We are looking for-
ward to our Pops Concert, which is quickly approaching. It will be held on 
Wednesday, June 8th, at 7:00 pm at Sun Valley High School. We hope to see 
you there! 

Students working together on their energy project 
Students teaching us not to be “Watt Wasters”! 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Graham Upon Her 

Retirement! 

Twenty five years ago I came to Northley to a program called Home 

Ec which consisted of sewing and cooking. Since that time, the name 

has been changed to Family & Consumer Sciences. With the name 

change came additions to the curriculum, such as nutrition, child 

care, safety, first aid, organization, money management,  and ca-

reers,. 

 

I have enjoyed working with the staff and ALL of the students each 

day.  Although I will REALLY miss Northley, I will take with me 

many fond memories. 

 

Thanks for being part of my life.  

 

- Mrs. Graham 

Scheduling FAQ’s 

Q: When will my child receive his/her reading level for next year (for 
Summer Reading purposes)?  
A: You will receive a mailing before the end of this school year with 
your child’s reading level indicated. 
 
Q: When will my child receive his/her schedule? 
A: Schedules will be mailed home after mid-August. 
 
Q: If my child takes band or chorus, can they still get other art cycle 
courses? 
A: Yes. Students are asked what their top two choices are, and they will 
get at least one of those classes. 
 
Q: Is it too late to join band or chorus? 
A: No, please contact your counselor or Mr. Hill at dhill@pdsd.org to 
be scheduled for band or chorus. 
 
Q: If I have a scheduling question, who do I contact? 
A: Incoming 6th Graders should contact Ms. Sayre at 
nsayre@pdsd.org; incoming 7th Graders should contact Mr. Siegel at 
ksiegel@pdsd.org; and incoming 8th Graders should contact Mrs. Barg 
at hbarg@pdsd.org. 

At Left: Mrs. Graham’s 
students proudly dis-
playing their hand-

made pillows 
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              From The Library Desk 

  The end of the school year is busy, and the library is no exception. At this time of year we’re reminding students to return all  
  library materials in a timely manner.  All library materials are due by June 10. Students have been receiving overdue notices  
  and/or lost book fines.  Please respond promptly to overdue and fine notices, so that we can clear your account. Parents, you  
  can help by asking your students what books they have checked out, and when they are due.  
 
Again I’d like to remind our students that they can view their checkouts and due dates from home. To access Destiny at home, go to Mrs. Coffman’s 
teacher page. Click on “Follett Destiny Access from Home” on the left side of the page, and follow the steps to open Northley’s Destiny site. Students can login 
using their school computer login to view their checkouts and due dates.  
 
The Northley Library will have summer hours beginning in July. The library will be open on Wednesday 8:30– 11:30 am and 6:00– 8:00 pm to allow stu-
dents to check out a Reading Counts book and take quizzes. Have a safe and reading-filled summer! 
  
Mrs. Jen Coffman, Librarian 

PTL Update 

Northley’s Career Day 
When can you come to school and see firsthand how an airplane is repos-
sessed, make a DNA necklace, and find colleges that include majors in aero-
space engineering?  Northley's Career Day, run by the NMS Guidance De-
partment, was the place to jumpstart students' future plans and captivate 
their minds as they experienced the 21st century world of work. 
 
Sixth grade students attended presentations from several career speakers 
including an attorney, owner of a consulting firm, a financial planner, a para-
medic, a construction worker, and many more!  They participated in activities 
where they learned skills that part-time job employers are looking for and 
how they can recognize and exemplify skills they have from the classes, ac-
tivities, and experiences of their own.  They also used our on-line Bridges 
Career Development Program to find out about volunteer and recreation 
activities that will give them job related skills for the future.  Their day ended 
with a presentation entitled, ―What is College?‖ by Paula Lehrberger from 
the University of the Sciences and an Entrepreneur Fair where they marketed 
and sold their business concepts. 
                 Seventh graders  
                 journeyed outside 
                 the building a job 
                 site that matched a 
                 career field of  
                  interest.  At their 
                 selected site they 
                 saw professionals 
                 working on the job, 
                 completed interact-
                 tive activities, and 
                 gained a better un-
                 derstanding of 
                 workplace opera-

tions.  The job sites 
that hosted our stu-

dents were; Michael Baker, Inc., Crozer Chester Medical Center, Delaware 
County Community College STEM Center, PECO, Pennsylvania State Po-
lice, Riddle Memorial Hospital, Rowan University Virtual Reality Simulator 
(CAVE), SEPTA, Southco, Sun Center Studios, and Synthes. 
        
In the afternoon students viewed videos made by the guidance department 
as part of our  Viking Goes to Work Series, where they followed the Northley 
Viking around to area job sites in some of the 16 Career Clusters. All videos 
are viewable on the Northley Guidance website. The day concluded with 
speakers Jennifer Orazi and Teneshia Joseph from the Student Employment 

Services office at DCCC who gave them ideas about the workforce outlook 
and ―hot jobs‖ that college graduates are drawn to. 
 
8th grade students visited a student run college fair, with over 35 colleges 
displayed.  Students learned about academic programs, sports and student 
activities, college demographics, and a host of other information.  Students 
filled out exploration sheets to note their findings and returned to their class-
rooms to reflect upon the benefits of higher education.  Director of Finan-
cial Aid at the University of the Sciences, Paula Lehrberger spoke to students 
about the importance of high school and how doing well in high school can  
prepare them for college.  Mrs. Lehrberger also spoke to students about the 
many options that exist to pay for college. 

A student interacting with a guest from the SPCA 

Mr. Morgan explaining the career of an EMT 

As we are entering the last month of school, we are still busy. Field Day, 
Awards, and 8th Grade promotion are just a few events planned for the 
end of the school year. 
 
The PTL would like to take this time to thank everyone at NMS for all of 
the support throughout the year. The PTL would not be able to support 
the school without the help of volunteers and the Northley staff and ad-
ministration.  
 
The officers of the PTL are finishing up their last year at NMS. If you are 
interested in an officer position, please stop by the PTL meeting on June 
1 at 6:30 in the NMS library or contact Lisa DelVecchio at 
tdguys@comcast.net. 
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June 1: PTL General Meeting; 6:00 NMS Office 
June 8: Northley Pops Concert: 7:00 SVHS Auditorium 
June 13: 8th Grade Awards 8:15 am NMS Auditorium 
June 13 8th Grade Breakfast 
June 16: Last Student Day. 10:48 Dismissal 
June 16: 4th MP Ends 
June 23: Report Cards Issued 
 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
The sixth graders have been working hard to fin-
ish up their first year as NMS students.  In social 
studies, they have been learning about Ancient 
Rome. In science, they wrapped up their unit on 
plate tectonics and visited the Sun Valley planetar-
ium to kick off the upcoming unit on the solar 
system.  In math, they have been working on 
integers, computation, and problem solving.  In 
English, students have been learning about the 
different parts of speech. Finally, in reading, stu-
dents finished the novel Hatchet and are now com-
pleting a contracting project, which is a variety of 
enrichment activities that extend students’ com-
prehension through fictional text. Many classes 
have been utilizing the technology that is available 
at Northley as students work on Photo Story pro-
jects, MAP testing, research, and Power Point 
presentations. 
 
In the past few weeks, the students have had 
many special activities added to their regular 
Northley day, including a Blue Rocks field trip, 
Field Day, Talent Show, Career Day, Book Fair, 
and 5th Grade Shadow Day. Final exams will be 
given during the week of June 6th. Study guides 
and practice activities will be sent home for each 
class. Parents should watch for Summer Reading 
information and Summer Enrichment courses to 
come home soon as well. Please encourage your 
child to continue to read, learn, and grow 
throughout the summer months. It has been a 
pleasure getting to know all of our students! 
 

7th Blue  
The 7th Blue Team enjoyed some special achieve-
ments in May.  Three 7th blue team homerooms 
finished in first (room 115), second (room 119), 
and third place (room 117) in the Mathletics/
Readaerobics competition, which served as a mo-
tivational tool for preparing students for the 
PSSA tests.  First place winners had a fun-
filled morning of bowling, second place winners 
had a great morning of skating at Ice Works, and 
third place winners are anxiously awaiting their 
Rita's water ice.  In continuing our winning trend, 
the students from 7th Blue who participated in the 
third annual Reading Olympics competition on 
May 10th brought back the blue ribbon – the 
highest level of achievement!  Our team of twelve 
students worked hard throughout the year reading 
and discussing approximately 40 books.  Their 
dedication and enthusiasm should be com-

mended, and we congratulate them all! 

 
7th Gold:  

The Seventh Grade Gold Team is very proud of 
their Reading Olympics Team.  They read many 
books and took home a blue ribbon, first place, at 
the competition.  Our super readers are: Anna 
Geveke, Diana Perez, Julia Bullard, Jenny Foldes, 
Theresa Fallon, Caitlyn McKniff, Mike Costigan, 
Tyler Smith, Erica Saxton, Stephen Smith, Emily 
Platz, Cassie Morris, and Shannon Kaminski. 
 
The Seventh Grade Gold Team is also pleased to 
announce the Student and Viking of the Month 
for April.  April’s Student of the Month was Lau-
ren Dodds and the Viking of the Month was Nick 
Crowley.  We are proud of both Lauren and Nick 
for the wonderful job they have been doing! 
 
Our students have been doing a tremendous job 
in each of their classes in the forth marking pe-
riod.  In English, students did an amazing job 
with their short stories, several of which will be 
featured in the upcoming edition of the school 
newspaper.  Students are now working in groups 
to write a radio play.  Their inspiration is the 1938 
radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds.  Students 
will perform their plays and record them using 
Audacity software.  In Social Studies students are 
winding down the school year with chapter 22, 
"The Civil War". In this chapter students will 
create their own field hospital and experience 
(briefly) what went on in a hospital during a bat-
tle.  Students will also learn about the under-
ground railroad and the role Harriet Tubman 
played in helping slaves escape the South.  At the 
end of the year students will be reading "Soldiers 
Heart", which is about a soldier’s life during the 
Civil war.  In math class, students have been 
working in groups, with partners, and individually 
to look at patterns, create tables, and analyze/
create formulas.  They have been working in the 
Mathematics In Context Unit titled Building Fomu-
las.  Students have been doing a wonderful job 
discussing the math and working together to un-
derstand parts that make up a formula and creat-
ing their own formulas.   
 
On May 19th, the seventh grade gold team went to 
the Philadelphia Zoo.  There, they took a zoo 
class on wildlife and climate change.  The students 
were introduced to topics that they will soon learn 
about in science class, including invasive species 

and habitat loss.  While exploring the zoo, they 
got to see Sugi, the Sumatran orangutan that the 
team adopted.  Some other highlights of the day 
were the large mammals, such as the gorillas, li-
ons, tigers, and bears, and the reptiles and am-
phibians, such as the snakes, alligators, tortoises, 
and frogs.  Be sure to ask your student what their 
favorite zoo experience was! 
 

8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
Earlier this spring, students read Drums, Girls & 
Dangerous Pie. One of the characters was a 
young boy who spent time in a hospital as he 
battled leukemia.  Inspired by those scenes, eighth 
graders, under the direction of Ms. Blaisse and 
Ms. Hawbaker, created 120 activity bags to help 
young patients pass the time while they are hospi-
talized.  Each bag includes approximately ten 
items such as pencils, coloring books, Play 
Dough, games, stickers, paper, and crayons.  
These activity bags will be donated to CHOP, the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 
 
In addition to the activity bags, eighth graders 
were generous in their contributions to the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society (LLS).  As part of the 
LLS Pennies for Patients program, our students 
contributed over $1500!  
 
Another spring activity was the class field trip to 
Hershey.  Although the weather did not cooper-
ate, students were able to tour Chocolate World 
and ride several rides.  They also evaluated the 
speeds of the horses on the carousel in connec-
tion with their physics unit on velocity in science 
class. 
 
Final exams will be coming up soon.  Students 
will have one final per day during their block pe-
riod class, beginning on Monday, June 6.  Other 
important events include yearbook distribution on 
Friday, June 10; the eighth grade breakfast and 
award ceremony on Monday, June 13; and a 
breakfast to recognize our Reading Counts mil-
lion-word-readers on Tuesday, June 14. 
 
Finally, we would like to recognize our ―Now 
Featuring‖ students.  We congratulate Jodie Boh-
lander and Steve Taylor from the Gold Team and 
Stephanie Miersky, Billy Lubragge, and Chris 
Schecterly from the Blue Team.  

Team Time 

Students still needing to purchase yearbooks can buy them on June 10th for $25 cash.  Books will 
be sold during afternoon I and E and the sale will continue until 4:00 pm in the auditorium. 


