
Our band and choral concert was a re-
sounding success!  There are 137 students 
in band and 268 students in chorus.  That 
is an incredible number for a school of 
approximately 750 students. Thank you to 
the many families and friends who came 
out to watch and listen to them perform. 
The students’ talents are truly impressive. 
As I watched, I wondered how Mr. and 
Mrs. Hazlett can teach so many students 
at various times of the day and then with 
relatively few practices as a whole group, 
produce such a beautiful performance. 
The excellence of the program is evi-
denced by the large numbers of students 
who choose to participate. 
 
We look forward to 2011, refreshed and 
renewed from what promises to be a great 
winter break. When students return from 
their deserved break, they will be setting 
academic New Year’s goals for themselves 
with their teachers. They will also revisit 
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) goals 
and choose an area for growth.  It’s a 
great way to refocus and develop intrinsic 
motivation toward continued growth and 
success. Ask them about this the first 
week back to school. 
 
As you know, the MAP (Measures of 
Academic Progress) assessment is given 
three times a year. Early in January, stu-
dents will be taking the winter MAP as-
sessment. Students will set a target goal 
for themselves, striving to improve their 
score from the fall assessment. The data 
gleaned from the assessment is used to 
measure individual growth and to deter-
mine areas of strength and weakness for 
each student. Teachers use this data to 
inform their instruction.  
 
Thank you for all your support and en-
couragement in 2010. The teachers and 
staff wish you a wonderful and fun-filled 
holiday. Stay warm! Stay safe! 
 
Carol Russell 
Principal 
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 The Northley News Network: 
More Students get their Northley 

News from N3 than from any 

other source! 

 

Principal’s Message  

The Northley News Network is the name 
of our closed-circuit LIVE Northley News 
Broadcast! Northley staff and students start 
every day with a dynamic combination of 
news and announcements: The Pledge of 
Allegiance, weather forecast, the Northley 
Promise, club and sports reminders, educa-
tional trivia, music and highlights from 
historical events. 

N3 (as insiders call it) has a top-notch news 
team. Our daily on-air talent includes Brooke 
McGlade, Nick Olshefski, Megan O’Neill, 
Payas Parab, Darren Sereikis, and Elena 
Smith.  Joe Smith is our 
daily Tech Coordinator, 
and runs our mixing 
board. 
 
Mr. Biordi and Miss 
Sharp share advisorship 
responsibilities. Mr. 
Biordi is the Technical 
Advisor, and keeps our 
on-air talent on task, 
edits announcements, 
and directs the cameras. 
Miss Sharp is the Crea-
tive Advisor, and cre-
ates the PowerPoint 
announcement slides, 
and uses interdiscipli-
nary academic themes 
and music to add an 
educational component 
to our morning mix. 
 
―Our kids are out-
standing‖ says Mr. 
Biordi. ―It can get a 
little crazy doing live 
news, but we have a 
responsible crew, which 
makes it easy.‖ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

―We try to keep it light in the morning, 
with a little humor and add a little bit of 
educational trivia for good measure‖, Miss 
Sharp says. ― I always like it when I hear 
students humming our day’s theme song 
in the hallway. I like to think it’s a fun and 
painless way to promote learning and 
share information and announcements at 
the same time.‖ 
 
Future plans for the Northley News Net-

work include more live announcements, 

student-made filmed segments, commercials 

for clubs and activities, Video Valentines, 

and more! Stay tuned to see what they’ll do 

next! 

The N3 Broadcast Team 

Coming to you LIVE from Room 216! 

Ms. Sharp & Mr. Biordi directing the Broadcast 

Attention 8th Grade Parents 

 

Sun Valley High School Auditorium 

Monday, January 10, 2011 

6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

 

Join us to review 

  The Scheduling Process 

  Grade Level Requirements 

  Graduation Requirements 

  The Course Selection Guide 

  NCAA Clearinghouse 

  And more! 
*Pre-session for DCTS and AP Courses will take place at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

SUN VALLEY 

HIGH SCHOOL 

SCHEDULING NIGHT 
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Northley’s Green  
Garden Update  

The weather has turned cold and  plants and 
animals have gone into hibernation.  North-
ley’s Garden is also in a resting period be-
fore a flurry of activity that will last until 
school’s end.  In the beginning of February, 
students will start planting their indoor seed 
beds.  Soon, the classroom will be alive with 
growth and learning. Concurrently, the gar-

den beds, soil, and mulch will 
be laid outside to prepare for 
transplanting of the 
plants.  Students are eagerly 
anticipating warmer weather 
so they can get outside to 
tend their garden! 

Guidance Update 

From the Nurse’s Desk 
As the holidays quickly approach, and 2011 

is looming ahead, our thoughts turn to the New Year 
and what it will bring.  My hope for all of our North-
ley students is for good health, lots of happiness and 
peace.  Let’s all try to make…and keep the New 
Years ’Resolutions below!  Happy New Year from 
Mrs. Saunders! 

I will eat at least one 
fruit and one vegetable 
every day, and I will limit 
the amount of soda I 
drink. 

I will choose non-
violent television shows 
and video games, and I 
will spend only one to 
two hours each day - at 

the most - on these activities. 

I will help out in my community - through vol-
unteering, working with community groups or by 
joining a group that helps people in need. 

I will wipe negative "self talk" (i.e. "I can't do it" 
or "I'm so dumb") out of my vocabulary. 

When I feel angry or stressed out, I will take a 

break and find constructive ways to deal with the 
stress, such as exercising, reading, writing in a journal 
or discussing my problem with a parent or friend. 

When faced with a difficult decision, I will talk 
with an adult about my choices. 

When I notice my friends are struggling or en-
gaging in risky behaviors, I will talk with a trusted 
adult and attempt to find a way that I can help them. 

I'll be nice to other kids. I'll be friendly to kids 
who need friends - like someone who is shy, or is 
new to my school 

I'll never give out personal information such as 
my name, home address, school name or telephone 
number on the Internet. Also, I'll never send a pic-
ture of myself to someone I chat with on the com-
puter without my parent's permission. 

I will wear my seat belt every time I get in a car. 

I will try to find a sport (like basketball or soc-
cer) or an activity (like playing tag, jumping rope, 
dancing or riding my bike) that I like and do it at 
least three times a week! 

I will not give in to peer pressure and will  
refuse to try alcohol and drugs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This winter, we will be utilizing the Bridges pro-
gram for the 3rd year at Northley. The Bridges 
program allows students to explore different 
careers and interests while saving and recording 
their individualized career information in a port-
folio. It also helps students start thinking in ad-
vance about their high school schedule.  
 
Currently, every 7th and 8th graders should have 
a Bridges account, and 6th graders will be getting 
their account this winter.  In the spring, every 
6th, 7th, and 8th grader will update their portfo-
lios by taking the career inventory again.  They 
will continue to do this every year through their 
years at Sun Valley High School. 
 
If you would like to access your child’s account, 
the website is http://www.bridges.com. Students 
should have their login information recorded in 
their assignment books on a sticker.  There are 
many videos and other information listed about 
thousands of careers. This is a resource for 
Northley families that can be used at home and 
at school.  We hope you enjoy it and find it use-
ful!  
 
 
 
 
 

Success Workshop  
Over fifty Northley students and their parents 
recently attended the 4th Annual Success Work-
shop held on the evening of December 2, 2010.  
The workshop included a presentation from 
Huntington Learning Center on homework strate-
gies.  The presentation was directed primarily at 
parents to give them tools to be able to more 
successfully help their children with homework 
completion.   
 
Guests also enjoyed a funny and informational 
skit acted out by technology teacher Mr. Biordi, 
special education teacher Mrs. Verlinghieri, and 
school psychologist Mrs. Roehrs.  The skit 
showed students how to keep an organized 
locker and how to record homework in their 
assignment books and keep papers organized.   
 
Finally, students worked with parents to com-
plete a learning style inventory.  They discov-
ered what their preferred learning style is and 
tips on how to study and learn best based on 
that style.   
 
A raffle was also held with 19 students winning 
organization related prizes. The evaluations 
were very positive.  One student said, ―I really 
liked the skit.  It was very funny. I found every-
thing very helpful.‖  One parent said, ―This is 
my third year coming to this program, and I 
have found it very helpful each year.‖  Other 
Northley staff that were on the committee and 
helped make the evening a success were: Mrs. 
Barg, Ms. Sayre, Mr. Siegel, and Mrs. Brindle.  
Thanks to the Northley PTL for donating re-
freshments.     

Cyberbullying Presentation 
    -PARENTS INVITED 
 The Northley Guidance Department has in-
vited Mary Pat McCoy from the Attorney Gen-
eral's Office to do a presentation on Internet 
Safety for all students on Friday February 4, 
2010.  The presentation will highlight ways to 
deal with cyberbullying, internet predators, and 
safe practices online.  Students will take a video 
journey through the life of a student who gives 
too much information to an unknown internet 
predator and some serious consequences are 
unveiled.  The program will be filled with dis-
cussion and tips for making good choices and 
avoiding harmful situations on-line.  After the 
assembly, the teachers will hold a follow-up 
discussion to further address students' questions 
and concerns.  The counselors will be on hand 
to see individual or small groups of students 
who would like to discuss specific on-line bully-
ing situations. 
  
Parents are also welcome to attend these presen-
tations.  Listed below are the assembly times.  If 
you are not able to attend, we ask that you re-
view the information from the program with 
your child, as well as the "tip sheet for dealing 
with cyberbullying," that will come home that 
day and will be available on-line. 
  
When:  Friday February 4, 2011 
Where:  Northley Auditorium 
Time:  8:30-9:30 - 7th Grade 
          9:40-10:40 - 6th Grade 
          10:50-11:50  8th Grade 

We have started collecting Box Tops to 
help raise money for Northley Middle 
School PTL!  Clip the Box Tops from 
specially marked products and bring ring 
the Box Tops into school (send to the 
office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, 
the more money we will earn! If you have 
any questions please contact Christa Ven-
tura at cventura@pdsd.org. 

Box Tops for Education 

javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.bridges.com/')


The choral program at Northley Middle School, led by Mrs. Hazlett, 
allows students the opportunity to grow together as musi-
cians. Students study music theory and develop musicianship 
skills through concert repertoire and supplementary materi-
als, in the hope that they will be able to continue their 
growth as a musician beyond their school years. Providing 
students with musicianship skills now will allow them to 
enjoy active participation in music throughout their lives.  
 
The choral program consists of three performing ensembles at Northley: 
6th Grade Chorus, 7th and 8th Grade Chorus, and Honors Choir. Any 
student interested in learning about choral music can be a part of the 
appropriate larger choruses. The Honors Choir is a small, auditioned 

group of 7th and 8th grade 
students that meets once a 
week after school. All three 
groups just put on spectacu-
lar performances in the 2010 
Winter Concert. 
  
The sixth grade chorus per-
formed ―Good Cheer,‖ 
―Hanerot Halalu,‖ ―Light a 
Candle,‖ ―Å jul med din 
glede,‖ and ―Fa la la Holi-
day.‖ A focus in the choral 

program at Northley is multi-
cultural music—which means singing in foreign languages for our stu-
dents. Their second selection was a Hanukkah song sung in Hebrew, and 
the fourth selection was a traditional Norwegian Christmas Carol. 
Through the study of multicultural music, our students are able to learn 
about the world through music, which plays an integral part in any cul-
ture. A focus of sixth grade chorus is singing in multiple parts. Every 
song performed at the concert was at least in two parts, and the final 
piece was in three parts—establishing our gentlemen as their own sec-
tion. 
 
The seventh and eighth grade chorus performed ―Autumn Reel,‖ ―A la 
nanita nana,‖ ―A Bell Carol,‖ ―Ose Shalom,‖ and ―The Twelve Days 
After Christmas.‖ The focus on music in foreign languages continues 
with the older group. Their second piece was a traditional Spanish lull-
aby, and their fourth piece was a song in Hebrew—the title translates to 
―a song of peace.‖ All of the 7th  and 8th grade music is at least in three 
parts—soprano, alto, and baritone—but when possible, the gentlemen 

are afforded the opportunity to split into two sections: tenors and 
basses. They did this in ―Ose Shalom‖ and ―A Bell Carol‖ in 
this concert, and the group will be doing more four part mu-
sic in the spring. The last piece taught a lot of musical con-
cepts and provided a good connection to a literary concept of 
a parody of the well-known ―Twelve Days of Christmas.‖ 
The Honors Choir, consisting of 26 students, performed a 
medley of carols, and will be putting on their own concert in 

the spring. 
 
The instrumental music program offers instruction on woodwind, brass, 
and percussion instruments. Students attend class daily where they are 
divided by grade and area of instruction—wind or percussion. This set-
up allows the students to receive better instruction geared to their instru-
ment family, and also opens up the types of music ensemble music that 
can be explored.  
 

Our Winter Concert, on Dec. 9, featured our 6th grade Concert Band 
and 7th/8th grade Symphonic Band. Musical selections featured standard 
Christmas Carol arrangements, Hanukkah arrangements, as well as music 
with a general ―winter feel.‖ When selecting a program for our concert 
the goal is two-fold: select music that will engage an audience, and most 
importantly, select music that will engage the student. Mr. Hazlett looks 
for music that stretches the capabilities of students in the areas of tech-
nique, musicality, and ensemble awareness. In addition, he looks to ex-
pose students to music from different time periods, different cultures, 
and varying styles in order to make connections with other disciplines. 

Points of  Pride  

PTL Update 
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Check Out Northley’s Library! 
As we prepare to celebrate the holidays this 
season, I’d like to share some of the good 
things going on in our Library. 
 
Each month, approximately 2,000 
items are being checked out of 
Northley’s Library. Teachers here 
work hard to promote a love for 
reading, and give their students every opportu-
nity to meet their Reading Counts goals. I ap-
preciate the regular Reading class visits to the 
library, allowing students the time to browse 
for books, hear book talks, and select books 
they want to read. 
 
I also appreciate the new books we’ve been 
able to purchase, as well as the books we’ve 
received from the Book Fair each year. We 
have greatly improved Northley’s library collec-
tion in just a couple of years. I know our stu-

dents really enjoy having 
current books to choose from, and seeing the 

books they want to read on the shelves.  
 
Last year we were able to update our Li-
brary catalog to Destiny. It’s great to ob-
serve so many students using the online 
catalog to find books, write book reviews, 

and place books on hold.  
 
Finally, although there’s always someone with 
overdue or lost books, we seem to be doing 
better this year, with fewer overdue notices 
going out. Over the holidays, if students do 
have library books at home, please try to keep 
track of them and keep them in a safe place. 
And don’t forget, you can always visit the pub-
lic library if you’re in need of something to 
read. 

 

 
ORDER TODAY AT MARKETDAY.COM 
Account Number: 14706 
School Name: Northley Middle School 
Internet Orders Due: 
Tuesday, January 23 by 11:00 p.m. 
Customer Pick-Up information: 
Aston Elementary Cafeteria 
Monday, January 3 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

The PTL would like to take this time to thank everyone for their support.  
We have had a very successful  2010 and we look forward to a productive 
2011.  Without your support, there wouldn’t be a PTL.  WE NEED 
YOUR IDEAS!!!  Without you, we wouldn’t have Market Day or our an-
nual clothing drive.  Not to mention the book fair, haunted hallway and all 
the other events we sponsor.   
Please make a New Year’s Resolution to attend a few Northley PTL meet-
ings in 2011!!!! 

Students singing in harmony 

Keeping time and making beautiful music! 



Science Spotlight Team Time 

December 24-January 2: No School—Winter Recess. 
January 3: Classes Resume 
January 5: PTL Meeting 6:30 in NMS Library 
January 17: No School—Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 18-21: Don’t Hate Communicate Week 
January 26: 2nd Marking Period Ends 
January 28: Early Dismissal; 12:30—Teacher In-Service 
February 2: PTL General Meeting; 6:30 NMS Library 
 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

Northley’s 8th graders have been full of 
energy this fall. In their science classes, 
8th graders have been exploring all the 
different forms of energy and how we 
use them to create electricity. Students 
explored the creation and transportation 
of energy by researching different renew-
able and nonrenewable sources like coal, 
solar and geothermal energy.  Students 
then created short videos about their 
energy source discussing the pros and 
cons of each source and how our coun-
try uses it in energy production.  
 
The unit continued with 8th graders (and 
their families) taking a closer look at how 
THEY are using energy in their day-to-
day life at home and at school. Students 
conducted surveys of their energy, and 
practiced calculating their electric bill 
based on the usage of certain everyday 
items.  NMS 8th graders looked at simple 
fixes for saving energy at home and cal-
culated how that can translate to savings; 
for example, many students were 
shocked that switching one incandescent 
light bulb to a compact fluorescent light 
bulb (CFLs) can save nearly $70 per 
bulb! Students discussed energy in the 
news with the imminent rate cap expira-
tion, and the Eagles going GREEN!   
 
Students wrapped up their unit with a 
book discussion on the classic Dr. Seuss 
story, The Lorax, with students blogging 
about the thematic connections between 
the characters in the story and our soci-
ety’s energy use today.  If you see a 
Northley 8th grader, ask him/her how 
you can save energy at home!   
COMING SOON: Be on the lookout 
for Northley’s first ever energy fair 
this spring! 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
Sixth grade continues to work their 
way through this cold December.  
 
In Science, students continue to 
explore weather and heat transfer 
through the Earth and its atmos-
phere.   
 
In Social Studies students are study-
ing ancient civilizations and the life 
and culture of Mesopotamia.  
 
During English, students are brush-
ing up on their S-P-E-L-L-I-N-G 
skills for the annual Northley Spell-
ing Bee this F-E-B-R-U-A-R-Y.   
 
In Math, students are crunching 
numbers and exploring measurement 
and problem solving with elapsed 
time.   
 
Finally, in Reading, students are 
starting the book Loser by Jerry 
Spenelli for our annual Loserpaloza 
this coming January.  Students will 
play games, make crafts, explore 
parts of Northley never seen before 
by most students, and enjoy treats 
and prizes throughout the evening.  
If you forgot to turn in permission 
slips and money before December 
22, 2010, please do so immediately 
after the winter break.  
 
Joey Borowski and George Popov 
recently reached the two million 
words mark in Reading counts. 
GREAT JOB!! Keep on Reading!!!!! 
 
7th Blue  
The 7th grade blue team has an excit-
ing January planned!  

 
In science class, 
students planted 
their second gen-
eration fast plants 
in December to 
study how traits 
are passed down 
from one genera-
tion to the next.  
In January, stu-
dents will study 
change over time 

during their evolution unit.  Math’s 
focus will be on rational numbers, 
while students in social studies class 
will be studying the U.S. Constitu-
tion. In English, classes will be work-
ing on research papers.  In reading 
class, students will be exploring Tan-
gerine to prepare for the PSSA test in 
the spring. 
 
Lastly, the 7th grade blue team would 
like to congratulate its students of 
the month for the month of Novem-
ber: 
English – Marti Stamper 
Math – Tim Smith 
Reading—Kelly Clark 
Social Studies – Carly Bondrowski 
Science – Jeremy Russo 
 
7th Gold:  
The 7th grade gold team has had an 
exciting month of December.  Stu-
dents have been working extremely 
hard in all of their classes! 
 
In Mr. Click’s social studies classes, 
students  learned how the Continen-
tal Army defeated the British in the 
Revolutionary War. In an experien-
tial exercise students participated in a 
game of Capture the Flag, which 
modeled the strengths and weak-
nesses on both sides of the conflict.   
 
Mrs. Ragan’s math students have 
been working with exponents, order 
of operations, prime factorization, 
fractions, graphing linear equations, 
using the y- and x-intercepts, solving 
systems of linear equations, and 
building problem-solving skills.   
 
Mrs. Fava’s students are working 
hard on their research papers.  They 
are researching endangered animals, 
infectious diseases, or a genetic dis-
order.  All students have really been 
impressive in their work ethic on this 
project.   
 
In Ms. Freeman’s science class, stu-
dents have learned about genet-
ics.  Students had a great time using 
principles of inheritance to create 
their Dragon Babies!   
 

The students in Mrs. Zimmerman’s 
Reading class are busy creating news-
papers for their book The True Con-
fessions of Charlotte Doyle.  They 
are busy working in groups to recre-
ate events of 1832 or working on 
projects that depict and retell the 
novel Tangerine.   
 
The 7th grade gold team is also proud 
to announce : 
Vikings of the Month: 
November: Angelina Maroulis  
December: James McDaniel 
 
Students of the Month: 
November: Jasmine Lewis 
December: Caroline Buck 
 
8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
As a service project, students in Eng-
lish classes wrote notes to soldiers 
serving overseas and enclosed them 
in holiday cards.  This project is 
sponsored by the American Red 
Cross, who distributes the cards, and 
Pitney Bowes, which covers the 
mailing costs.  Additional informa-
tion on other projects that support 
our soldiers can be found on 
www.herobox.org.            
 
The following students have been 
recognized for the Now Featuring 
boards on display.   
Blue Team: Lauren Thompson, Sal 
Campisi, Schyler Jones and Jake 
Siedecki.   
Gold Team:  Emma Coble, Saman-
tha Eisenacher, Josh Hamilton, Kyle 
Herre, Kelly McSorley, and Jenna 
Stuart. 
 
The reading students have been busy 
analyzing nonfiction text.  They’ve 
been identifying text features and 
locating the main ideas and support-
ing details throughout the text.  
They’ve really enjoyed reading arti-
cles on volcanoes, tornadoes, and the 
Great Chicago Fire.  Students have 
also selected their own nonfiction 
books from the library. 

Visit us on Facebook for Updates.  
Search: Northley Vikings 

8th grade students teaching Mr. Hill how to calculate the  

Kilowatts used by items at home and school  

A Student Measuring the Kilowatts Used by a VCR. 

http://www.herobox.org

