
We just completed “Don‟t Hate Commu-
nicate Week”, where students and staff 
celebrate what makes each of us unique 
and special. The students also participated 
in activities based on the non-violent phi-
losophy of Dr. Martin Luther King. Ask 
your child about the new friends they 
made at our second “Mix It Up Day”. 
 
Sixth and Seventh grade students were 
treated to a visit by the Philly Phanatic, 
thanks to the extraordinary reading efforts 
of Ms. Micklo‟s second period class.  The 
students were top performers in the 
Phillies, Be a Phanatic About Reading pro-
gram.  The Phanatic was charming and 
hilarious and students and adults had a 
blast.   
 
You might begin to hear a little buzz at 
home about the upcoming PSSA testing 
which begins mid-March. Boosting your 
child‟s confidence throughout the next six 
weeks will be our focus and we invite you 
to join us in those efforts.  Everyone here 
works together to help them mentally 
prepare for these tests, so that they can go 
into them with self-assurance.  Our “Half 
Way Day” Pep Rally, will be held to kick 
off this campaign to celebrate excellence. 
 
With internet safety becoming more and 
more of a concern, we invite you to at-
tend one of the three assemblies on Feb-
ruary 4 on Cyber Safety.  Since most of 
the concerns come from „at home‟ com-
puter networking, we highly recommend 
you try to join us. Specific times can be 
found on page 2 of this newsletter. 
 
Carol Russell 
Principal 
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All 6th grade students participated in the Be a 
Phanatic About Reading Program, spon-
sored by Comcast and the Philadelphia 
Phillies during reading class from September 
through November.  
 
This program was created to encourage chil-
dren in kindergarten through 8th grade to 
improve their literacy skills by reading for a 
minimum of 15 minutes a day. Be a 
Phanatic About Reading encouraged our 
students to keep up with their daily inde-
pendent reading. It was a perfect fit with 
their nightly homework of reading for 15 
minutes.  
 
Out of 224 school districts that participated, 
Ms. Micklo‟s second period class was a top 
performing class. The 23 students in the class 
read a combined total of 1,528 days through-
out the three months. This earned Northley 

a visit from the Phillie Phanatic, and the 
winning class front row seats!  
 
Students cheered as the infamous Phanatic 
made his way around the auditorium, show-
ing off his legendary dance moves.  Ms. 
Micklo was awarded a plaque while the win-
ning class had their picture taken with the 
Phanatic. “Casey at the Bat”, written by 
Ernest Thayer, was read by assistant princi-
pal, Mr. Hill, as the Phanatic acted out parts 
of the poem. Alex Gianakis and Joey Digna-
zio then lead the entire auditorium in the 
singing of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”.   
 
The students really enjoyed participating in 
this program and earning an assembly with 
the Phanatic.  Ms. Micklo and Mrs. Ventura 
are extremely proud of the entire sixth grade 
and of all the hard work they have put to-
ward this program. Way to go sixth grade!  

Principal’s Message  

 

6th Grade Students Earn a Visit from the Phillie Phanatic!  

The Phillie Phanatic with the Winning Class! 

Ms. Micklo & The Phanatic 

The Students Loved The Phanatic’s Dance! 

NMS Traffic Safety Reminder 

Before and after 
school are very busy 
times at NMS. As a 
result, there are 
some traffic safety 
concerns with 
which we would 
appreciate your 
assistance: 

 

Please use the Pancoast Avenue entrance to 
enter and leave NMS when dropping off and 
picking up students. 

 

Please do not drop off or pick up students di-
rectly in front of the school between the hours  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        of 7:45-8:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.. 
 

Please do not wait for your students in the no 
parking zone directly in front of the school for 
extra-curricular activities. This leads to a dan-
gerous situation for cars and students. 

 
We thank you for your cooperation in keeping our 
students safe. 
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Guidance Update 
Groups are Running 
Guidance groups are up and running.  Katy Kenyon 
from Delaware County Domestic Abuse Project is 
co-facilitating both a boys and girls group on self 
esteem and healthy relationships.  Cara McGrogan 
from Peter's Place, a center for grieving children, is 
co-facilitating a grief group for students who have 
lost a parent or sibling.  In addition the counselors 
are running changing families groups for students 
with divorced or seperated parents, anger, stress 
groups, and social skills groups.  Please contact your 
child's counselor if you think they would benefit 
from these groups.   
 
Cell Phone Recycling 
Did you or your child(ren) get 

a new cell phone recently?  If 

so, please donate your old one 

to Northley‟s Environmental 

Club.  We are recycling cell 

phones in an environmentally 

friendly way, and we earn 

money for Northley programs in the process.   

There is also a flyer on the guidance website with a 

tax deduction form attached to it.  Your donation 

may be tax-deductible.  Please bring any used cell 

phones to the welcome center in Northley‟s front 

lobby.  We are also recycling any used ink cartridges 

or laser toners, as well.  Please make sure your 

child‟s name is attached to your donation.  The 

student who brings in the most used cell phones, 

ink cartridges or laser toners by the end of the 

school year wins a gift card to the store of his or her 

choice.   

Cyber Safety Presentation 
    -PARENTS INVITED 
 The Northley Guidance Department has in-
vited Mary Pat McCoy from the Attorney Gen-
eral's Office to do a presentation on Internet 
Safety for all students on Friday February 4, 
2011.  The presentation will highlight ways to 
deal with cyberbullying, internet predators, and 
safe practices online.  Students will take a video 
journey through the life of a student who gives 
too much information to an unknown internet 
predator and some serious consequences are 
unveiled.  The program will be filled with dis-
cussion and tips for making good choices and 
avoiding harmful situations on-line.  After the 
assembly, the teachers will hold a follow-up 
discussion to further address students' questions 
and concerns.  The counselors will be on hand 
to see individual or small groups of students 
who would like to discuss specific on-line bully-
ing situations. 
  
Parents are also welcome to attend these presen-
tations.  Listed below are the assembly times.  If 
you are not able to attend, we ask that you re-
view the information from the program with 
your child, as well as the "tip sheet for dealing 
with cyberbullying," that will come home that 
day and will be available on-line. 
  
When:  Friday February 4, 2011 
Where:  Northley Auditorium 
Time:  8:30-9:30 - 7th Grade 
          9:40-10:40 - 6th Grade 
          10:50-11:50  8th Grade 

We have started collecting Box Tops to 
help raise money for Northley Middle 
School PTL!  Clip the Box Tops from 
specially marked products and bring the 
Box Tops into school (send to the office or 
Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, 
the more money we will earn! If you have 
any questions please contact Christa Ven-
tura at cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

Dear Journal, 
I struggle with autism every day.  I was born 
with it, so it‟s not my fault I have it today.  
There is no cure for this disease, even though 
special teachers, doctors, and therapists may 
be able to help.  Since there is no cure to be 
found, I will have it for the rest of my life, 
unless they find one in the future.  Sometimes 
I think a cure might not be found since peo-
ple who struggle with this disease are very 
smart.   
If you had autism, you would see the world 
differently than most people.  Your brain 
would have trouble making sense of the 
world if you were among the ones who strug-
gle with autism.  I realized in the past that 
some people who are autistic can‟t speak, 
which is sad because they can‟t express their 
feelings through words like most people can.  
It might be very easy for me to talk with oth-
ers, but for some autistic kids, it‟s really hard.  
I may rock sometimes, but that‟s just me re-
acting to something in an unusual way.   
Unlike most kids, I‟m all right with routine 
changes.  Most autistic kids don‟t like routine 
changes.  I‟m mildly affected by autism, 
which is good because I‟m having very little 
trouble in life.  Like most kids who are autis-
tic, I like things put in a certain way, but 
unlike most autistic kids, I don‟t get upset if 
they are moved or disturbed.  Autism doesn‟t 
slow me down and it never will. 

Brette Ladd 
Period One English Class 

Grade 8 

Recently, Northley‟s 8th graders 

have been learning all about 

motion in their science classes. 

Students have been busy using 

their math skills in order to 

calculate the speed, velocity and 

acceleration of moving items.  

Lab activities for motion have 

been very fun for students. We used constant velocity 

tubes to measure speed and discuss how SCUBA di-

vers need to control their rate of ascent. Classes took 

trips outside to record each other‟s motion and calcu-

late the speed of a friend as they walked, crawled, 

sprinted or skipped.  In the past two weeks, classes 

have been getting into the concept of acceleration. 

Students 

played 

“insurance 

adjuster”, set-

ting up a crash 

test dummy 

scenario and 

recorded the 

motion of their 

dummies using Northley‟s brand new 

GO! Motion sensors.  Students had 

fun launching their cars and dummies 

down the ramp and into a barricade, 

but practiced calculating acceleration 

with the help of the sensors and lap-

tops.  Our classes got into a healthy 

discussion about the relationship 

between speed and collisions.  We will continue to talk 

about motion and use our new sensors as we begin a 

discussion on forces and Newton‟s laws of motion. 

Science Spotlight 

Students use the new sensor technology  
Students using our constant velocity tubes  

Autism: Through a  Student’s  Eyes 
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ORDER TODAY AT MARKETDAY.COM 
Account Number: 14706 
School Name: Northley Middle School 
Internet Orders Due: 
February 22, by 11:00 p.m. 
Customer Pick-Up information: 
February 28 
Aston Elementary Cafeteria 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Many things are gearing up for the spring! Our 8th grade spring dance, our Corbi‟s pizza fundraiser 
and our spring spiritwear sale just to name a few!   
Stop by our next PTL meeting on February 2nd @ 6:30 pm in the Northley library and PLEASE 
bring your ideas and suggestions.   
 
Also, the officers of the PTL are finishing up their last year at Northley Middle School.   If you are 
interested in an officer position (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer), please stop by the 
PTL meeting or contact Lisa DelVecchio at tdguys@comcast.net.   

History is ALIVE! at Northley 

In 8th Grade Social Studies classes, students and 
teachers simulated a sweatshop during the indus-
trial revolution in the USA.  Students experienced 
what it was like for factory workers at the turn of 
the century, including a decision about joining or 
avoiding a union strike.  An emphasis was placed 
on working conditions, hazards, and innovative 
production techniques.  Students used this ex-
perience and their reactions to union pressures to 
identify the challenges of standing up for one‟s 
rights when it can result in not being able to feed 
one‟s family. 

Ms. Fiorentino‟s  8th graders have been working 
on a service project.  They have been holding 
bake sales in the cafeteria to raise money for 
abused animals.  100% of the profits will be sent 
to an animal shelter in Costa Rica.   
 
Their website is:  http:/www.animalshelter co-
starica.com/annual-report-2009-2010  This 
shelter was recommended to Ms. Fiorentino by 
her Costa Rican host family. 

Northley recently completed our 10th annual 
Don‟t Hate Communicate 
Week.  Numerous activities 
based on the non-violent 
teaching of Dr. Martin 
Luther King were com-
pleted by staff and stu-
dents. Teachers and teams 
lead students in various 
activities that celebrated 
our similarities while rec-
ognizing our individuality. 
 
This year's theme was Speaking to Others 
Gives you a Window into their World.  The 
theme encouraged students to take the time 
and learn about others, especially those not in 
their peer group.  The more students know 
and understand about others, the easier it is 
not to judge or label them.  Looking at others 
more closely to examine why they act the way 
they do, what they are going through, family 
background, physical or emotional disabilities, 

or social strug-
gles, allows 
students to see 
and understand 
their peers more 
clearly.   
 
The theme en-
courages stu-
dents to take the 

time and learn about others, especially those 
not in their peer group.   We 
encourage students to look at 
people more closely this week, 
think about why they act the 
way they do, what they are 
going through, family back-
ground, mental or physical 
disabilities, social struggles, 
etc., and learn to accept rather 
than label.  Each student has 

something good to offer and students are of-
ten too quick to pick out the "differences" in 
others rather than praise their good qualities. 

 

For the first time ever at Northley, we held a 
second Mix it  Up Day during lunches. On 
this special day, students enter the cafeteria 
and sit with students they do not know.  The 
goal of the event is to break down social barri-
ers that may exist and enable all students to 
feel included. 
 

Northley Middle School is one of only 29 
schools nationally to be named a 2009-10 Mix 
It Up at Lunch Model School.  Mix It Up 
Model Schools embrace respect and inclusive-
ness as core values of their learning communi-
ties.  To earn the Mix It Up Model School 
designation, schools were required to: 
 

Organize Mix It Up at Lunch Day 

Complete two additional projects that pro-
moted collaboration across social bounda-
ries. 

Submit a written report to Teaching Toler-
ance. 

 
Northley has been participating in Mix It Up at 
Lunch for 5 years now.  For more information 
about Mix It Up, visit: http://
www.tolerance.org/supplement/model-
schools.  

Exploring Languages Help-

ing Animals in Need 

Northley Celebrates its 12th Annual Don't Hate Communicate Week 

Students Celebrating with their Team 

Mr. Siegel & Students Preparing a 
DHCW Activity 

Students Mixing it Up! 

8th Gold Teachers During One of the  
Many DHCW Activities  

Students Sharing the Message of Peace During  
Don’t Hate Communicate Week! 

mailto:tdguys@comcast.net
http://www.animalsheltercostarica.com/annual-report-2009-2010
http://www.animalsheltercostarica.com/annual-report-2009-2010
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/model-schools
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/model-schools
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/model-schools


Team Time 

February 2: PTL General Meeting; 6:30 NMS Library 
February 9: Report Cards Issued 
February 17: NMS & SVHS Student/Faculty Basketball Game; 6:00 SVHS Gymnasium 
February 21: No School Presidents‟ Day 
February 22: No School for Students; In-Service for Teachers 
March 2: Progress Reports Issued 
March 2: PTL General Meeting; 6:30 NMS Library 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
Sixth grade teams rang in 2011 with positive be-
havior and goal setting!   Many great lessons and 
activities were planned for our classrooms in 
January.  We also came together for assemblies 
and our 12th annual “Don‟t Hate, Communicate 
Week”. 
 
On our first day back to school in January, stu-
dents modeled appropriate school behaviors with 
staff members.   We had our winter MAP testing 
and focused attention on individual academic 
goals.  After completing and returning a signed 
New Year‟s Resolution goal sheet, students were 
given an extra credit voucher to use by January 
21st in the class of their choice.   
 
Reading classes worked to finish the Loser unit 
and move on to autobiographies and biogra-
phies.    In English, classroom spelling bees were 
used to prepare students for the NMS Bee on 
February 10th.  Akeelah and the Bee movie 
helped motivate students to study for the spelling 
bee.  "I before E except after C . . ." spelling 
poem helped students to remember tricky words.  
Math classes identified and used number proper-
ties to solve algebraic expressions.  Students 
evaluated expressions and tested answers to assess 
the accuracy of their estimations.  Science classes 
were working on the water cycle and learning 
about different forms of precipitation and wind.  
In Social Studies, students began learning about 
Ancient Egypt.  Ask your child why a river can 
flow north! 
 
Special events illuminated our calendar this 
month.  On Jan 13th we enjoyed a special appear-
ance from the Phillies Phanatic.  The four days 
after Martin Luther King Jr. Day marked Don‟t 
Hate, Communicate Week.   A variety of activities 
emphasized the importance of tolerance.  Our 
theme was, “Speaking to others gives you a win-
dow into their world”.  We even “mixed-it-up” 
again at lunch!  Due to the weather, Loserpalooza 
has been rescheduled to February 4th.  Look for 
that article in the next newsletter! 
 
7th Blue  
As the end of the 2nd marking period and first 
semester draws near, 7th grade blue students are 
deep into the curriculum and are continuing to 
work feverishly.  In science class, students have 
been studying the scientific theory of evolution 
through natural selection and the evidence that 
supports evolution.  The students brought science 
to life as they played the role of paleontologists 
who discovered and analyzed fossils during The 
Great Fossil Find activity!  The seventh grade 
scientists have also demonstrated natural selection 

in a population during the Woolybooger Lab 
where the best fit Woolyboogers survived, repro-
duced and passed on their traits!  As the evolution 
unit is coming to a close, students are looking 
forward to beginning planning and plotting of the 
seventh grade green garden!    
 
In social studies class, students are continuing to 
study the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  In 
the near future, students will be participating in 
class in a Constitutional law competition.  
 
In math class, students have been exploring the 
ideas of real numbers, rational numbers, irrational 
numbers, and have applied these skills to the con-
cept of the Pythagorean Theorem and its applica-
tions.  Others have been involved in the piloting 
of a potential new math program while looking 
into the many aspects of probability.    
 
In English class, students are exploring the world 
of journalism through a newspaper unit.   
 
In reading class, students are enthusiastically de-
vouring great literature, and meeting their Reading 
Counts goals along the way!  Several current fa-
vorites are The Hunger Games by Suzanne 
Collins, The Name of this Book is Secret by Pseu-
donymous Bosch, The Diary of a Wimpy Kid by 
Jeff Kinney, and The Wednesday Wars by Gary 
Schmidt.    
 
Students are also gearing up for the PSSA with 
test preparation and tips for success.  If you get a 
chance, come check out the 7th grade bulletin 
board and learn some secrets for PSSA success 
illustrated by several 7th graders! 
 
Lastly, the 7th grade blue team would like to con-
gratulate its Students of the Month for the month 
of December: 
Math – Julianna Simpson 
Reading – Megan Probert 
Social Studies – Jennifer Cox 
Science – Stacie Preuhs 
English – Zach Viscusi 
 
7th Gold:  
The 7th grade gold team has had a very productive 
second quarter.  The students have worked ex-
tremely hard to learn new concepts in each of 
their classes.  The month of January also included 
Don‟t Hate Communicate Week.  As a grade, 
students were able to learn about and discuss 
stereotypes, prejudices, and discrimination.  They 
completed activities that encouraged them to look 
more closely at others with whom they normally 
do not associate. We hope that they will be able to 
embrace their differences.  The 7th grade is also 

getting ready to plan their field trip to Annapo-
lis.  Please look for information about the field 
trip to follow soon!       
 
8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
The students came back from a very restful Win-
ter Recess ready to learn.  We spent the first week 
of January reviewing our PBS policy.  The stu-
dents practiced appropriate behavior in the cafete-
ria, hallway, bus, auditorium and bathrooms.   
All students also completed New Year‟s Resolu-
tion Sheets.  They conferenced with their teachers 
in every class and wrote goals for how they are 
going to improve in each class.  All students who 
bring their resolution sheets back to their home-
room teachers signed will receive a 5 point extra 
credit ticket. 
 
The end of January brought about MAP testing 
and Don‟t Hate Communicate Week.  Students 
participated in various activities to help teach 
tolerance and foster better communication skills.  
Students were very proud of their achievements in 
MAP as many of them improved their scores in 
math and reading. 
 
All English classes conducted a spelling bee in 
early January.  The winners and runners-up will 
compete with students in other grades  in a bee to 
be held later this month.  Winners from the Gold 
Team include Jessica D‟Ambrosio, Christopher 
Hong, Gianna Maier, Priscilla Pierdomenico, and 
Samantha Salvitti.  The runners-up are Lidia 
Gryzbacz, Rachel Kolachny, Josh Lehrberger, 
Brooke McGlade, and Payas Parab.   Winners 
from the Blue team include, Veronica Siko, 
Christie Hill, Joe Carter, Jaeger Kissell,  and An-
drew Timlin.  Runner-ups are, Ellie Park, Kyle 
Fink, Natalie Shapansky, Olivia Mongrandi, and 
Sean Brennan.   Congratulations to all! 
 
The following 8th grade students have shown 
excellence in academics and attitude. They are 
being highlighted on our Now Featuring bulletin 
boards.   
 
8th Grade Blue: 
Billy Tate, Matt Hernandez, Alexis Sminkey and 
Rachel Goldberg. 
 
 8th grade Gold Team :   Coreen Chambers, Ash-
ley Gindle, Julian Green, Christopher Hong, Kel-
sey Horne, and Brooke McGlade. 

Visit us on Facebook for 
Updates.  
Search: Northley Vikings 


