
What a busy and energizing November!  
More than 550 conferences were held 
conference week. It is a tribute to the 
broader community that so many parents 
made it a priority to sit down with the 
teachers to share successes and make 
plans for continued support at school and 
at home. With this informative conference 
as a reference, this is a good time to sit 
down with your child and review your 
expectations for academic success and 
create a time and space plan for home-
work.  Incredibly, 360 parents were on 
hand for an enjoyable Turn-About Day, a 
tremendous capstone to a great week.  
 
A very successful fall athletics season has 
just ended with over 175 Northley middle 
school students participating. Students 
who participate in sports and clubs are 
generally conscientious students, who do 
well. They learn discipline and focus while 
learning new skills and making new 
friends. Please continue to encourage your 
child to participate. The winter sport sea-
son is about to begin and we’d love to see 
your student involved. Students may also 
still opt to participate in the many clubs 
available at Northley. 
 
Before we know it, it will be time for 
Winter Recess. In the hubbub of the sea-
son, don’t forget to relax and enjoy the 
company of your family and friends.  
 
Carol Russell 
Principal 

Penn-Delco School District 
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 Las Dos Chicas: Trayendo Las Culturas Del 

Mundo a La Perspectiva de un Estudiante 

 

Principal’s Message 

Three years ago, Mrs. Mier, NMS Spanish 
teacher, and Mrs. Bednar, SV Spanish 
teacher, created Las Dos Chicas a company 
with the goal of furthering American stu-
dents’ knowledge of foreign countries. Mrs. 
Mier had been disappointed with the educa-
tional material available for the 8th grade 
cultures course she was teaching. Mrs. Mier 
loves traveling, getting to know different 
cultures and the people in them. She was 
excited to bring these cultures into her class-
room but was disappointed with many of the 
educational videos that were available.  “I 
remember thinking, if I, who love to travel 
and experience new places, am bored by 
these videos, imagine what my 13 year old 
students were thinking,” said Mrs. Mier.  
 
Mrs. Mier studied abroad in Spain, Quebec, 
Canada, and France and had been excited to 
introduce her students to these places. “I 
once tried to show my 
students a video on Que-
bec. The video I pre-
viewed featured a woman 
seated on her couch sing-
ing out of key and strum-
ming a guitar while ran-
dom still shots of Quebec 
City flashed on the screen. 
I thought, if this lady can 
make a video, who says I 
can’t, and hopefully I can 
do it better.” In addi-
tion, many of the films 
available make foreign 
cultures seem foreign in a negative light, rather 
than embracing similarities and celebrating 
differences. Mrs. Mier discussed her idea 
with Mrs. Bednar who quickly agreed to try a 
pilot film.  
 
Less than three months later a camera had 
been bought, a camera man found, and tick-
ets to Spain purchased. During their Spring 
Break from school, Mrs. Bednar and Mrs. 
Mier traveled to four cities in Spain: Madrid, 
Valladolid, Segovia, and Salamanca. The goal 
was to show not only the important histori-
cal and tourist places, but to also show the 
Spanish people and culture. One year later 
the film titled, “Minds-A-Wander: Spain,” 
was edited and on the market with Teacher’s 
Discovery and Carlex.  
 
Mrs. Bednar and Mrs. Mier have since cre-
ated a second video “Minds-A-Wander: Que-
bec,” which was filmed and edited by SV 

video journalism 
teacher, Tom 
Hensler. This 
film is in the 
final editing 
stages and will 
be marketed this 
winter. 
 
While Mrs. Mier 
and Mrs. Bednar 
were excited by 
the success of their pilot dvd, they realized 
that their mission was greater than to simply 
create educational films. “We wanted to give 
back to the community,” said Mrs. Bednar. 
Mrs. Bednar and Mrs. Mier changed the di-
rection of Las Dos Chicas by filing for non-
profit status and creating the scholarship 
fund “Pack Your Bags.”  The mission of Las 
Dos Chicas is to inspire cultural acceptance 

and awareness among students and 
young adults through the under-
standing of similarities across all of 
humanity and through the apprecia-
tion of differences among peo-
ple.  “We want to inspire all stu-
dents to experience our world 
through travel.” said Bednar.  
 
Currently the Chicas are fundraising 
for their first scholarship which will 
be given away this spring for a col-
lege student desiring to study 
abroad this summer. They hosted 
their second fund raiser in West 

Chester on November 20th, rasing $3,100 
for our scholarship fund . They will also be 
hosting an evening of holiday shopping at 
Ten Thousand Villages on December 7th 
from 4:00-9pm in Media, PA. 15% of all 
sales will go directly to the scholarship fund. 
 
For information on Las Dos Chicas visit 
their website at www.lasdoschicas.org . You 
can also find them on Facebook and Twitter.  

Mrs. Bednar filming in Quebec 

Mrs. Mier in Rennes, France 

Mrs. Mier & Mrs. Bednar in Montmonrency Falls in Quebec  

Las Dos Chicas crew at La Citadelle of Quebec  
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All Northley students recently participated in 
our 6th annual Mix It Up at Lunch Day.  Mix It 
Up Day is a special day created by an organiza-
tion called Teaching Tolerance.  Over 6,000 
schools and over 3 million students all over the 
country participated in this day on November 
9, 2010.  According to Teaching Tolerance, the 
goal is to “break down the barriers between 
students and improve intergroup relations so 

there are fewer misunderstandings that can 
lead to conflicts, bullying and harass-
ment.”  Students thrive—
socially and academically—
in schools that are inclusive. 
Unfortunately for many 
students, schools are places 
where they feel excluded 
from groups and activities.  
Social scientists have argued for many years 
that interaction between diverse groups helps 
lessen tensions and reduce prejudice.  
 
Students in each grade’s lunch entered the 
Northley cafeteria and sat at tables that they 
were randomly assigned to.   The students 
were seated with mostly students they did not 
know previously.  Students participated in 
activities that promoted students getting to 
know each other.  They learned about interests 
that they shared and discovered interesting 

things about one another.   
 
Northley was recently 
recognized as a Mix It 
Up Model School by 
Teaching Tolerance.  
We were also pub-
lished in Scholastic 
Choices magazine.  
Several current 7th 
grade students were 
interviewed for this 
story.  Only after they were chosen did we find 
out that two of the girls were best friends and 
met at last year’s Mix It Up 
Day!  You will hear about 
Mix It Up Day again next 
year, as we are already plan-
ning activities to further 
break down barriers to inter-
group relations.   

 

Northley’s Green  
Garden Update 

As winter draws nearer and many organ-
isms begin to hibernate, the 7th graders at 
Northley are just getting started!  In-
doors, the worm bins are thriving.  The 
compost produced in the worm bins will 
be used soon to help start indoor seed 
beds.  Before students leave for the win-
ter, they will be placing their orders for 
seeds of their choice based on data col-
lected from their research projects. 
 
Outside, the plot of land was decided 
upon and fencing installed.  Students on 

both 7th grade teams have a 
perfect view of their garden 
plot from their class-
rooms.  They excitedly 
watched as the fencing was 
installed and are more ea-
gerly anticipating Spring 
planting.  We would also like 

to thank Mr. Tom Calvecchio and the 
facilities department of Penn-Delco for 
their help with the fencing installa-
tion.  Without them, the garden wouldn’t 
be possible.  Check back in January for 
exciting news about what’s being 
planted! 

Guidance Update 

Mark your calendars now! Northley’s 
Winter Concert will be held this year on 
Thursday, December 9, at 7:00 pm in the 
Northley auditorium. The concert will 
feature the 6th grade band, 6th grade cho-
rus, 7th and 8th grade band, and 7th and 
8th grade chorus. Come show your sup-
port for music in our school! 

As the first marking period comes to a close, Ms. 
Sharp reports that our Viking Artists have made 
some terrific works of art! 
 
In Grade 6, we had a focus on the con- 
nections between Math and Art, and  
used our ruler skills to create Op Art  
versions of our names. We also did an  
assignment combining Illustration and  
Poetry, and created acrostic poems  
based on Halloween Collages. Most  
recently, we used and extended patterns  
to create a colorful abstract design.  
 
In 7th Grade, our focus has been on classical draw-
ing skills, and we've made proportional Self Portraits 
(there's that Math again!), used pastels to make leaf 
collages, and made contour line Still Life drawings 
and sneakers as we practiced drawing from observa-
tion. 
 
In 8th Grade, we just finished making  
Monochromatic Optical Art paintings using  
a ruler and compass, and are now  
making abstract Pop Art paintings based on the 
graphic elements of snack food packages. It's an easy 

sell --we love our snacks as much as we love paint-
ing! We are learning about Pop Art and focus is on 
recognizing the Art around us, everyday. 
 
As the holidays approach, get ready as our NMS 
artists help set a festive mood with Winter themed 
assignments! 
 
Our Special Art Club is currently on a mission-- 
we're going to complete a mural another group 
started in our cafeteria. It's a challenge, but we think 
we're up to it! As we do, we're planning a mural of 
our own, probably to be created in the Spring, which 
will be on the wall by our Main Office and help greet 
visitors as they enter our building. We brainstormed, 
measured, and sketched out an idea, and can't wait to 
get started! 
 
In December, Art Club will be open to anyone who 
would like to create a holiday ornament. There will 
be announcements and students will sign up in the 
Art Room. The dates for these special workshops 
will be Tuesdays--December 7, December 15 and 
December 21st from 3-4pm. All grades are welcome-
-- staff too! 

ART CLASS  & ART CLUB NewsART CLASS  & ART CLUB NewsART CLASS  & ART CLUB NewsART CLASS  & ART CLUB News    

Mr. Biordi “Mixing it up” with students at lunch! 

Making new friends! 

From the Nurse’s Desk  
ATTENTION 7TH GRADERS 
With the holidays quickly approach-
ing, and winter weather not far off, it 
becomes increasingly challenging to 
stay active and keep in shape.  It is 
more difficult to get outside to do the 

activities we love that help keep us healthy. It is also 
easier to stay inside, play video games, or watch TV 
and EAT!. I’ve got a better idea....COME JOIN ME 
AT THE ‘Y’.  Since January 1st, 2010, the YMCA of 
Philadelphia & Vicinity has invited all 7th graders to 
join with a FREE ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP. 
The intention of this initiative is to promote the well-
being of young adolescents at a time that is most 

crucial to the development of choices about  
healthy lifestyles. 7th grade students can join any  
one of their 10 branches for a FREE one-year  
membership. In order to obtain their FREE  
one-year membership, students must bring the  
following to any of the 10 Branches that are a  
part of the YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity: 

• School roster, School ID, or Report Card  prov-
ing current enrollment as a 7th grader 

• A Parent or Guardian 
The Y offers many classes that are included with the 
membership like pilates, yoga, body combat and my 
personal favorite, Zumba. They also have many 
other programs you may be interested in. It’s a lot of 
fun, so check it out!  



The Golden Gals 
For the seventh year, a group of teachers from Northley Middle School 
named “The Golden Gals” will be participating in the American Cancer 
Society’s annual Relay for Life. Relay for Life brings together more than 
3.5 million people nationwide to celebrate the lives of those who have 
battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and empower individuals and 
communities to fight back against this disease. Started in 1985, this an-
nual 24- hour walk has raised billions of dollars for cancer research.  
 
The Golden Gals alone have raised approximately $50,000 over the past 
seven years. They were the number one fundraising team for both the 
2008 and the 2009 relay. Their goal for this year is to raise another 
$10,000. They are almost there, with the help and support of the Penn-
Delco families. Students from Northley raised $5,222 during this year’s 
Fall Walk-a-thon! Additional fundraisers include Avon sales, Staff Spirit-
wear, and “Make a Change” collection jars passed around lunch tables.  

Northley PTL 
Without our very active and supportive PTL, many of the typical Middle 
School experiences your student will remember for a lifetime would 
never occur. This year, so far, the PTL has organized the 6th/7th grade 
Swim Party, the 6th/7th Grade Haunted Hallway, and the 8th Grade 
Haunted Hayride. In these three events, approximately one half of our 
enrollment participated in activities with their classmates outside of the 
normal school day. They were huge successes, and students universally 
report a great time! Presently, The PTL is planning the 8th Grade Snow 
Ball! 
 
Our PTL also supports teachers in the classroom with supplies and 
funding for special projects. If there is ever a student or family with a 
specific need, we can always count on out PTL to step up and offer as-
sistance in various forms. Please be sure to attend a PTL meeting. Any 
time or talent you can provide will only help our students! Our next 
meeting will be January 5th, in the NMS Library. 

 
 

Points of  Pride  

PTL Update 

(or only ½ of a meeting), we want every-
one’s help in making this a memorable 
night for our kids! 
In the month of December, make a purchase 
at either 5 Below in Springfield and men-
tion NMS PTL, and we will receive a por-
tion of your sale.  So spread the word to 
family and friends, as we all are doing our 
holiday shopping.  Also, if you visit any 
Target and use your “Red” Target Card, 
mention NMS and we will receive a portion 
of your sale.  Another easy way to make 

$$$$ for our kids during the holidays!  So 
spread the word! 
As always, we have Market Day every 
month.  Check the website 
www.marketday.com for great holiday 
deals! 
Our January PTL meeting is scheduled for 
January 5th @ 6:30 PM in the NMS library. 

December isn’t too busy at NMS for the 
PTL.  We can catch our breath from a 
busy fall.  Although the 8th grade parents 
are quite busy getting ready for the 8th 
graders first formal dance!  The NMS 
Snow Ball is scheduled for Friday, De-
cember 10th from 7 – 9 PM.  ALL 8TH 
GRADE PARENTS ARE INVITED AND 
ENCOURAGE to attend the planning 
meetings.  They are held every Tuesday 
night @ 6:30 pm in the NMS cafeteria.  
Even if you can only come to one meeting 
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Check Out Northley’s Library! 

Overdue Books 
As the year goes on, many students 

are finding that their books are overdue. Books 
and audio books have a 2-week check-out pe-
riod. If your student receives an overdue no-
tice, it’s just a reminder to come to the library 
and either renew or return the items. Also, 
although the overdue notice shows the price of 
the book, this is not a bill. There is never a fine 
for late books.  
Fines for Lost Library Books 

Northley doesn’t charge fines for late 
books, but when a book is lost we will ask you 
to pay to replace it.  There are 2 ways that a 
book can be marked lost.  First, we create a fine 
for a book when a student tells us it is lost. Or, 
once a book becomes 90 days overdue, we 
mark it as lost, and write a fine. The fine is 
always the replacement cost of the book. 

Please contact Mrs. Coffman at                  

jcoffman@pdsd.org or at extension 3177, with 

any questions or concerns about overdue or 

lost books. 

 

 

 

Get updates about clubs, sports, PTL 
and other school activities by visiting 
us on Facebook for Updates.  
 
Search: Northley Vikings 
 
OVER 200 FRIENDS & GROWING! 

The Golden Gals: Ms. Sayre, Mrs. Ragan, Ms. Flanagan, Mrs. Mingey, Mrs. Ritz, & Ms. May 

Please participate in the PTL Market Day fund-
raising program! With our busy schedules,  
Market Day meals are a great way to feed your 
family a hot, delicious meal before soccer, or 
football, or basketball, or dance... 
 
ORDER TODAY AT MARKETDAY.COM 
Account Number: 14706 
School Name: Northley Middle School 
Internet Orders Due: 
Tuesday, December 28 by 11:00 p.m. 
Customer Pick-Up information: 
Aston Elementary Cafeteria 
Monday, November 22nd 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 



Fall Sports Update 
Team Time 

December 9: Chorus/Band Winter Concert. 7:00 in Auditorium 
December 10: Early Dismissal. 10:48. Teacher In-Service 
December 10: 8th Grade Winter Dance. 7:00-9:00 in Cafeteria 
December 15: Progress Reports Mailed. 
December 24-January 2: No School—Winter Recess. 
January 3: Classes Resume 
January 5: PTL Meeting 6:30 in NMS Library 
January 17: No School—Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 18-21: Don’t Hate Communicate Week 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 
Fax: 610-497-5737  

Important Dates 

The Northley Middle School Cheerlead-
ers have hit the ground running!  With 
only 5 practices under their belts, they 
did an excellent job supporting the foot-
ball team for the final 2 home games of 
their season.  Look out for their awe-
some halftime routine at basketball 
games coming up in December! 
 
7th Grade Boy’s Soccer had its best turn-
out yet with over 20 kids playing for 
NMS!  Many of our players were first 
timers.  There’s no doubt they will go on 
to learn the fundamentals of the game 
and improve each year.  We hope to see 
them all on the field again next year play-
ing for the 8th grade team. 
 
The 8th 
Grade Boys 
Soccer 
team 
played 
outstanding 
defense 
and played 
well against 
the best teams down the stretch. 
The 0-0 tie v. Garnet Valley in the last 
game of the season (on their home field) 
was a highlight, as GV had beaten 
Northley 5-1 in their previous meeting. 
 
The 8th Grade Girls Soccer Team con-
cluded their season with wins against 
E.T. Richardson and Ridley, while the 
7th grade team secured a victory with a 
dominant performance over Beverly 
Hills.  Although there were a lot of new 
faces this year, the girls worked very hard 
and improved tremendously. 
 
Northley football finished their most 
successful season ever, with a final re-
cord of 6-1-1.  The Vikings defeated 
Haverford 38-30 in a back and forth 
battle which landed Juwan Chandler in 
the end zone 6 times!   

 
 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
6th grade would like to thank all 
the parents who attended con-
ferences and Turn About Day 
in November. It was great to 
see so many of you! Through-
out the month, students have 
been working hard in all classes. 
Reading class focused on poetry 
and nonfiction comprehension. 
Science classes began a meteor-
ology unit. In Social Studies, stu-
dents are wrapping up the Stone Age 
with a creative project. Students are 
writing their own comic strip! Eng-
lish classes are helping students with 
organization and study skills, as well 
as writing a personal narrative. Math 
class is working with measuring 
length and integers. We hope your 
holiday season is off to a great start! 

 
7th Blue  

It's a busy time of the school 
year and the 7th grade blue team has 
plenty going on.  In early November, 
the Philadelphia field trip to the 
Constitution Center was a great suc-
cess and a wonderful learning experi-
ence.  As the month of November 
rolls on, the end of the first marking 
period is followed by parent-teacher 
conferences.  Students have prepared 
portfolios for their parents that high-
light their work throughout the first 
quarter.  The week of conferences is 
highlighted by the annual Titanic 
interdisciplinary unit as students 
explore the ins and outs of the Ti-
tanic across all curricular areas.  
 
During the day before Thanksgiving,  
Carly Bondrowski and Kelly Clark 
volunteered to teach Northley’s CBI 
students how to braid the  “Duct 
Tape Bracelets” that many of the 
students can be seen wearing these 
days. Mrs. Scharrer & Ms. Flanagan 
commented that the girls “showed 
great enthusiasm and compassion 
with our kids and should be com-
mended for their kindness!”. These 
are the kinds of things our students 
do everyday for each other, and it is 
a great point of pride! 
  

Lastly, the 7th grade blue team 
teachers would like to congratulate 
its students of the month for the 
month of October: 
  
English - Charles Deguzman 
Math - Elizabeth Schnarrs 
Reading - Wayne Carlen 
Science - James McGowan 
Social Studies - Andrew Burke 

 
7th Gold:  

The 7th grade gold team was pleased 
to meet with so many parents during 
parent conference week.  Addressing 
students’ strengths and needs en-
sures that students will have a very 
successful rest of the school 
year.  This month’s update will focus 
on 7th grade science.  In science, 
students have recently finished a unit 
on living things and that great build-
ing block of all living things – the 
cell!  Although the vocabulary can be 
tricky, the students rose to the chal-
lenge and now have a great under-
standing of what makes up their own 
bodies.  This month, students will be 
exploring the code of life that makes 
all of them unique – DNA.  Students 
will learn about genetic inheritance 
and identify some of their own 
physical traits.  In addition, students 
will be studying the genetic inheri-
tance of plants when they plant their 
Fast Plants’ seeds.  They are excited 
to see what their plants’ offspring 
looks like! 

 
8th Blue and 8th Gold:  

The eighth grade ushered in Novem-
ber with a successful field trip to the 
Wells Fargo Center and Lincoln 

Financial Field.  The 
students and teachers 
thank the Penn-Delco 
bus drivers who 
helped to make our 
visit a positive experi-
ence. 
 
Congratulations to the 
following Gold Team 
students who have 

been chosen for recogni-
tion on our “Now Featuring” bulle-
tin board: Brooke Feist, Gage Love-
kin, Samantha Perrotta, Elena Smith, 
and Tallie Young.  The Blue Team 
“Now Featuring” students are:  Ellie 
Park, Alex Viscusi, Anthony Costa 
and Tah’Kerra Starkey. They exem-
plify the goals we have established 
for respect, responsibility, and safety. 
We also salute the following students 
for their achievements in our Read-
ing Counts program.  Rachel Foster 
and Zachary Horseman, from the 
Gold Team, have read more than 
one million words already in this 
school year.  Megan O’Neill and 
Oprah Perez, from the Blue Team, 
have read more than one million 
words.  Kylie Dilalla is the top reader 
in Ms. Ritz’s Reading Class for the 
1st marking period.   
 
In this issue, we are focusing on 
social studies class.  They are cur-
rently working on their Western 
Development chapter.  The students 
have made advertisement posters for 
a western wear store and will be 
finishing out the month completing a 
music video on the story of the Nez 
Perce Indians.  Students will be cre-
ating their own costumes, choreogra-
phy and props to tell the story of the 
Native American experience during 
the development of the West. 
 
Finally, thank you to all parents and 
guardians who participated in con-
ferences and Turn-About Day.  We 
appreciate your encouragement and 
support. 
 

NMS Yearbooks 
will be sold for $25 
this year!  Look 
for more informa-
tion in an upcom-
ing issue on how 
to order your 
copy! 

Carly, Kelly and friends show off their bracelets! 


