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The PSSA testing cycle is nearly complete. 
The eighth graders will be finishing with 
the science portion of the assessment next 
week. Congratulations to all students for 
putting forth their best efforts. The third 
marking period is drawing to a close and 
students are finishing up projects and as-
signments so encourage your child to be 
sure everything is completed on time. You 
may check your child‘s progress through 
the on-line grade book. 
 
The Band and Choral Spring Concert will 
be held on April 14th. The student interest 
in the band and choral program at NMS 
has been outstanding. In order to avoid the 
over-crowding we experienced at the Win-
ter Concert, we will hold two separate con-
certs the same evening. The 6th grade band 
and chorus will perform at 6:00 pm.  The 
7th and 8th grade concert will begin at 7:30.  
Our hope is that the auditorium and park-
ing lot will be mostly cleared from the 6th 
grade concert, so that there is ample space 
for the second audience. Our aim is to 
provide comfortable seating for all who 
come to enjoy the performances. Thank 
you for your patience and cooperation. 
 
Be sure to check out this newsletter for 

items of interest, information, and celebra-

tion. Students will have a deserved break 

from April 18 through the 25th. Try to get 

out and enjoy the spring weather and do 

something fun with family and friends. 

Carol Russell 
Principal 
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Principal’s Message  

 

                        8th Grader, Veronica Siko,     
                        is no stranger to academic   
                        competitions. She is, after  
                        all, the two-time Math 24  
                        County Champion. But, she 
never participated in a Spelling Bee until 
last year, when she finished 2nd in the NMS 
Spelling Bee. From there, Veronica went on 
to finish 3rd in the County Competition. 
This year, Veronica bested 20 other spellers 
and earned the title of Delaware County‘s 
best speller, by winning the Spirit/Scripps 
Delaware County Spelling Bee, held at Neu-
mann University! By winning, she earned a 
spot in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, DC from May 29th to June 
3rd. 
 

In addition to an all-expenses paid trip to 
Washington, DC for her and a family mem-
ber, Veronica also won a one-year subscrip-
tion to Encyclopedia Britannica online, a 
copy of Merriam-Webster’s Third New 

International Dictionary Unabridged, 
and a $100 U.S. Savings Bond, donated by 
Philadelphia Union  owner and Bee sup-
porter, Louis Sugarman. 
 
Veronica said she was far more confident 
this year, after experiencing the Bee for the 
first time last year. She went into this year‘s 
event with her goal set to win the Bee and 
earn her spot in Washington.  She credits 
her family and parents for working with her 
to prepare for the Bee. She also noted that 
―Northley has done a good job supporting 
me.‖ 
 
Veronica went through the competition  
very smoothly and confidently. When asked 
what was the most challenging word  she 
had to spell, she responded SUITE: an 
ordered series of instrumental dances, in the 
same or related keys, commonly preceded 
by a prelude.  It wasn‘t the spelling that 
concerned her, it was the definition that 
was used by the pronouncer. She had never 
heard the word used in a musical context 
before. Nevertheless, Veronica thought 
through it and came up with the correct 
spelling. 
 
Veronica says she is ―a little nervous, but 
mostly excited‖ about the National compe-
tition.  She is most excited about experienc-
ing the event and getting to see Washing-
ton, DC again. Veronica‘s goal at the Na-
tional competition is  to ―at least get on the 
ESPN televised rounds.‖ When asked if she 
thinks she can win the National Champion-
ship, Veronica simply smiles and says, 
―maybe…‖ 

As the weather begins to get warmer, we wanted to share this reminder with our families. No 
flip flops, open-backed shoes, shorts/skirts that aren’t down to one’s fingertips, tank 
tops, shirts that expose one’s midriff, shirts that are low-cut, or torn clothing (jeans with 
any tears or holes) are permitted to be worn.  Thank you for your cooperation with this 
policy. 

Dress Code Reminder 

It’s Spelled CHAMPION! 

NMS 8th Grader, Veronica Siko, wins County Bee—Heads to DC 

Parking Lot Safety Reminder 

Drop off and pick up in parking lot Be-

tween NMS and the Administration 

building, only. 

Please do not stop in bus lanes during 

AM or PM bus runs. 

Please observe NO PARKING/FIRE 

LANE designations in front of building 

when picking up from after school activi-

ties. 

Please drive slowly— Our children's 

safety is at stake. 

Veronica showing off her prizes! 
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Visit us on Facebook for 
Updates.  
Search: Northley 
Vikings 

Energy Expo Update 

We have started collecting Box Tops to help 
raise money for Northley Middle School 
PTL!  Clip the Box Tops from specially 
marked products and bring the Box Tops 
into school (send to the office or Room 205).    
 
Invite your friends and family to save their 
Box Tops as well! The more you bring in, the 
more money we will earn! If you have any 
questions please contact Christa Ventura at 
cventura@pdsd.org. 

BoxTops for Education 

 

Nurse’s Notes 

As we approach the end of this school year and look for-
ward to next year, I want to remind you of a few items to 
be addressed during the summer break. 
 

There are new immunization requirements that 
begin August 2011 for all students.  If your child is in need of addi-
tional immunizations to be in compliance with PA State law, you 
should have already received a mailed letter outlining what is miss-
ing.  These immunizations are a requirement for your child to at-
tend school in September 2011 so please contact your physician as 
soon as possible.  If you have already addressed this, thank you for 
your prompt attention to this important matter. 

If your child is entering 7th grade in September 2011, a dental ex-
amination is required.  Forms will be sent home with your child at 
the end of this school year or the forms may be downloaded from:  
http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/lib/health/schoolhealth/
PAprivatedentalform.pdf. 

If your child currently has medication at Northley, please make 
arrangements to take it home at the end of the school year.  No 
medications may be kept at school over the summer.  Also, if your 
child will require medication for the next school year, an updated 
physician‘s order must be presented in September. 

 
And finally, thank you for allowing me to take care of 
your children. Do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns. 
Mrs. Christina Saunders, RN- 610-497-6300, ext. 3338 
csaunders@pdsd.org. 

Guidance Update 

For the first time in their middle school experience,  eighth grade students are 
given the opportunity to help pick their elective classes for the high school.  
It is a very exciting moment!  All of our 8th grade students recently com-
pleted their part of the scheduling; choosing five electives and putting them in 
priority order.  If you have an 8th grade student, ask him or her about the 
requests, and keep your eyes peeled for a roster in the mail from Sun Valley 
High School. It should be arriving in the next couple of weeks. Parents are 
welcomed and encouraged to be active participants in this process, but please 
follow the deadlines and instructions specified in the letter. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Holly Barg, 8th grade counselor. 

Spring Concerts to be held in two sessions 

Northley‘s Spring Concert will take place on Thursday, April 14, 2011. Due 
to crowding issues in the winter, there will be staggered start times. The 6th 
grade concert will begin at 6 pm, and the 7th and 8th grade concert will begin 
at 7:30 pm. In addition, the student performance ensembles are also busy 
preparing for their upcoming adjudication at the High Note Festival in Dor-
ney Park on May 6, 2011. Stay tuned for adjudication results in the next news-
letter! 

ART CYCLE Highlights! 

In Technology with Mr. Biordi, students are learning to operate Google 
Sketchup, a 3D design program that helps students design anything-- from 
automobiles to zoos! This is a fantastic tool for students to better under-
stand 3D design and a great application for future technology careers. 
 
In Miss Sharp‘s Art Class, 6th graders are creating Op Art Name Designs, 7th 
graders are learning to draw from observation using varying line qualities, 
and the 8th grade is making Op Art fluorescent posters with the added chal-
lenge of identifying patterns while using a limited palette. 
 
In Vocal and Instrumental Music classes, Mr. and Mrs. Hazlett are busy 
preparing students for our upcoming spring concert on April 14th, as well as 
our trip to the High Note Festival at Dorney Park, where our student per-
formance ensembles will be adjudicated by other music educators. Spring‘s 
an exciting time in Music! 
 
Mrs. Kravatz‘ 6th Grade Seminar class is studying magic and illusions. Stu-
dents will be holding a Magic Show for local seniors on May 10th. 
 
Ms. DiMarcantonio‘s  7th Grade Seminar class is exploring the ideas of con-
servation, engineering and city planning by building a Box City out of boxes 
and other recycled materials.  The cities are looking more and more lifelike 
every day. The 8thgrade seminar class is involved in producing, directing and 
acting in a play entitled Sneetches which will be published on School 
Tube.  They are also involved in a project to create a multi-media campaign 
convincing us of an ‗unknown‘.  Look for their posters around school telling 
us details of how the Bermuda Triangle, subliminal messages in advertising 
and Déjà vu affect our lives. 
 
Ms. Fiorentino and Mrs. Graham have been doing cross-curricular activities 
including exploring bizarre foods, watching Selena (a movie about a preva-
lent Mexican-American Singer), as well as educational penguin activities 
based on the film, Happy Feet. 
 
Mr. Campbell and Ms. Genovese‘s Physical Education classes are finishing a 
unit on net sports. Both just attended an excellent conference on tennis 
skills and plan to incorporate more tennis into the curriculum in the future. 
 
The students in Mrs. Coffman‘s Library Class are learning about media liter-
acy. We are studying advertising techniques, analyzing and deconstructing 
ads, and creating original ads. 

Northley's 8th Grade Science Department is a proud participant in PECO's Energizing Education Program. We're planning to hold 
Northley's first ever Energy Expo in May. Many of our students here at Northley have family members who work in some facet of 
the energy industry: oil, electricity, heating, power generation, etc. We're seeking any parents or family members who may be able to 
help make our event a success by providing their time or materials that their company may offer. Please contact Ms. Hawbaker for 
more information on how you can help at ehawbaker@pdsd.org or by phone at 610-497-6300 x3100. Thank you for your support! 
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The 8th Grade Spring dance will be Friday, April 29th from 7:00 – 9:00 PM.  There will be 
a meeting immediately following the PTL Meeting on April 6. 

Market Day orders due to NMS by Monday 4/22/2011.   Internet orders due 4/26/2011 by 11:00 PM.  
Pick up is at Aston Elementary on Monday, May 2, at 7:00 PM. 

Stop by our next PTL meeting on April 6 at 6:30 pm in the Northley library and PLEASE bring your 
ideas and suggestions.   

Thank you to all of the volunteers and fundraisers who helped with the Spiritwear and Joe Corbi‘s fund-
raisers! 

5 Below fundraiser for the entire month of April. Just stop by 5 Below in Springfield or Marple Crossing 
and mention NMS PTL and we will receive 10% of the total purchase! 

Also, the officers of the PTL are finishing up their last year at Northley Middle School.   If you are inter-
ested in an officer position (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer), please stop by the PTL meet-
ing  on April 6 at 6:30 in the Northley Library, or contact Lisa DelVecchio at tdguys@comcast.net.   

Youth Art Month 

Northley’s Green  
Garden Update 

The seventh grade is days away from planting 
their seeds outside.  Already, students have 
started some of their seeds indoors and are 
watching their vegetables start to grow.  The 

classes are abloom with baby lettuces, broc-
coli, peas, kale, and arugula.  Students have 
learned about decomposition, seed germi-
nation, cycles of matter, and soil in antici-
pation of next week‘s outdoor plant-
ing.  Students are eagerly awaiting the start 
of the outdoor garden and are continuously 
learning fundamental topics of life science 

and ecology through this project. 

March is YOUTH ART MONTH—and 
there‘s nowhere more creative than the Art 
Room at Northley! We‘ve been busy doing 
special projects in all of our classes, and every-
one‘s got the creative spirit! 
 
In 6th grade we just finished a story quilt col-
lage in the style of African American storyteller 
Faith Ringgold, and ―Mr. Picasso-Head‖ pastel 
portraits in the style of Pablo Picasso. In 7th 
grade, we were focused on drawing from ob-
servation: we did contour drawings of our 
sneakers, and learned to use different types of 
line as we created ink still life drawings. 

Our BIG theme right now is ―Art of the 60s‖, 

and we have completed, are working on, and 

will be starting many visually interesting pieces 

of art. Seventh graders used their observed 

sneaker drawings to create fluorescent fantasy 

sneaker posters in the style of 60s artist Peter 

Max, and now we‘re making complex line 

backgrounds in the style of Bridget Riley—our 

papers actually appear to be moving! Optical 

Art is like magic! Eighth graders made Pop Art 

packages in the style of Andy Warhol, and 

complex Optical Art black light posters which 

look very psychedelic in our hall-

way—they‘re glowing! Sixth grad-

ers will be creating giant Pop Art 

posters of tasty ice cream desserts 

as warm weather approaches. The 

weather gets warmer, but things 

are always ―cool‖ in the art room! 

From The Library Desk 

                                Great news! Students now have home access to Destiny, our library catalog. It‘s  
                                very easy to find. Just follow these steps: 
 

First, go to Penn-Delco‘s homepage and choose Northley Middle School. 
From the Teacher Web Pages link, select Mrs. Coffman. 

This will take you to the Library‘s page.   

On the left-hand side, under Contents, select ―Follett Destiny Access from Home.‖   

You will be taken to a page that says:  Connect to Follett from Outside the District.  

Click on this link, and a new window will open which shows our District catalog. Select 
Northley Middle School, and you‘re in! 

 
Now you‘re ready to use the catalog just like you would use it at school. You can login using 
your computer login (ID # without the zero, and password), and proceed to put books on 
hold, write reviews, send Mrs. Coffman a Wish List item, or just browse the catalog. You can also 
browse the catalog without logging in, it‘s up to you. Enjoy! 

Andrew Zhurbich- Grade 6 

Anna Youhouse- Grade 8 
Students work on their Art projects 

PTL Update 
The 8th grade is currently reading Drums Girls 
& Dangerous Pie ,  a book about a normal 8th 
grader whose life gets turned around when 
his brother is diagnosed with Leukemia.  As a 
service project, our students have been taking 
part in the  ―Pennies for Patients‖ program 

through the Lymphoma Society. This program 
helps raise money for local families dealing with 
blood cancers, much like the character in our 
book.   If you have spare change lying around, 
please help the 8th grade in their efforts to raise 
money for Pennies for Patients. Bring in your 
spare change and deposit it in boxes located in 
8th grade homerooms,  the cafeteria during 
lunches and at the front desk. Remember, a 
small amount of change can make a BIG differ-
ence!  Thank you! 

mailto:tdguys@comcast.net
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Team Time 

April 6: 3rd MP Ends 
April 6: PTL General Meeting; 6:30 NMS Library 
April 14: Band and Choral Concerts 6:00 & 7:30  
April 15: Report Cards Issued 
April 18-25: Spring Recess—No School 
April 29: 8th Grade Spring Dance 7:00-9:00 PM; NMS Cafeteria 
 

Northley Middle School 
2801 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
Phone: 610-497-6300 x3400 

Important Dates 

6th Blue and 6th Gold:  
PSSA‘s are finished! Students did an 
awesome job working through the 
six days of the statewide testing in 
math and reading. For all their hard 
work, students will be rewarded with 
a team pool party!  
 
Throughout the third marking pe-
riod, English and Reading classes 
worked through a non-fiction inter-
disciplinary unit. In English, students 
researched a topic that was of inter-
est to them, and created a non-
fiction book based on their findings. 
In Reading, students read a variety of 
non-fiction, including autobiogra-
phies, biographies, newspapers, and 
essays, and used their active reading 
strategies and the acronym 
THIEVES to help comprehend and 
learn the material. In Math, students 
will work with games to learn about 
probability, and will determine if 
games have a fair outcome. In Social 
Studies, students will continue read-
ing the novel Greek Gods by Evslin, 
Evslin and Hoopes to learn more 
about Ancient Greece, as well as 
practice using active reading and 
vocabulary strategies. Lastly, in Sci-
ence, students have been studying 
minerals and are completing a Pho-
toStory to summarize their learning. 
 
6th grade will also take a field trip to 
see Diary of a Wimpy Kid 2: Rodrick 
Rules on April 1st. This movie is 
based on the novel by Jeff Kinney 
and is being utilized as a curricular 
extension to our bully prevention 
program.  
 
7th Blue  
The 7th grade blue team would like 
to congratulate their students for 
their  exceptional work during the 
PSSA tests.  Students were well pre-
pared and used many test-taking 
strategies to maximize their chances 
for success on the test.  Great job by 
all! 
  
During the six days of testing, stu-
dents thoroughly enjoyed reading the 
novel Hoot by Carl Hiaasen and 
discussing themes and topics from 
the novel, such as endangered spe-

cies, environmental issues, and bully-
ing.  
  
The team is finalizing plans for their 
spring field trip, so be on the look-
out for information and permission 
slips in the coming weeks. 
  
Lastly, the 7th grade blue team 
teachers would like to congratulate 
their Students of the Month for the 
month of February: 
English - Laurianna Cecco 
Math - Nicole Schnee 
Reading - Taharih Rogers and 
Keyonna Sutton 
Science - Stephanie Farnsworth 
Social Studies - Miranda Vinson 
 
7th Gold:  
The entire Gold Team is reading the 
novel Hoot, by Carl Hiaassen. The 
book chronicles the efforts of teens 
who try to prevent the habitat de-
struction of an endangered and ador-
able owl species.  Through this novel 
the students will be learning about 
caring for their environment and the 
animals in it.  Students will also be 
participating in a day of service fol-
lowing this interdisciplinary unit.  
 
Appropriately, animal rights and 
conservation issues will be the focus 
for the day of service.  Students will 
attend an assembly featuring a repre-
sentative from the SPCA and her 
canine companion. Animal control 
personnel will also be present-
ing.  Following the assembly, stu-
dents will work together to create cat 
and dog toys to be donated to the 
SPCA.  In addition, they will create 
bandannas for dogs to be sold dur-
ing school lunches, and all proceeds 
will be donated to the SPCA.  Fi-
nally, students will research and pro-
duce public service announcements 
on endangered animals that will be 
aired school-wide during morning 
announcements.  It is a very mean-
ingful and educational experience for 
students.   
 
On May 19, the culminating activity 
for our unit will be a visit to the 
Philadelphia Zoo.  The team will be 
adopting a zoo animal by donating to 

its care, and the students will be able 
to visit the newest ‗Gold Team 
member‘.  At the Zoo, the students 
will get to participate in unique envi-
ronmental classes only offered to 
schools.  In addition to enjoying a 
beautiful spring day, the students will 
learn about the importance of caring 
for our world.  Reminder: permis-
sion slip and money due on April 8th. 
 
The 7th grade Gold Team teachers 
are extremely proud of how well the 
students did on the PSSA‘s.  Every-
one worked extremely hard, took 
their time, wrote rough drafts, and 
checked their work.  We are also 
proud to announce our March Stu-
dent of the Month, Austin Olejnic-
zak and our Viking of the Month, 
Erica Saxton! 
 
8th Blue and 8th Gold:  
PSSA is almost finished.  The stu-
dents, who will be taking the Science 
PSSA on April 5th and 6th, have been 
doing a great job on the reading, 
math, and writing tests.  All of the 
teachers are very proud of their dili-
gence and positive attitude.. 
 
The entire eighth grade will be going 
to Hershey Park on Thursday, May 
19, 2011, for Science Day.  This will 
be a great day that combines aca-
demic activities, socializing, and fun.  
While there, the students will have 
the opportunity to watch numerous 
science labs presented by the Frank-
lin Institute.  Those who have not 
yet turned in money and permis-
sion slips should see their I & E 
teachers immediately. 
 
Congratulations to the following 
eighth grade students who have 
demonstrated excellence in academ-
ics and attitude.  They are being 
highlighted on our Now Featuring 
bulletin boards.  For the Blue Team, 
the students are:   Kerri Smalec, Matt 
Fredericksdorf, Olivia Mongrandi, 
and Molly Dwyer.  For the Gold 
Team, the students are:   Jessica 
Campanile, Jeff Croft, Brooke Dun-
can, and Andy Lock. 

Yearbook Frequently 

Asked Questions 

 

How much do yearbooks cost this 
year? 
The total cost of the yearbook this year 
is $25.00. 
 
How do I reserve a yearbook for my 
child? 

Go to www.myyear.com 

Choose PA for the State, Aston for the 
City, and Northley Middle School 

Click GO on upper right— click Order 
Your Yearbook 

Select Yearbook and click Continue 

Click Next 

Enter your student‘s information, in-
cluding their homeroom number 

Click Add to Cart 

Review the quantity and click Checkout 

Enter Billing Information and click 
Next 

Confirm and place your order 
 
Why do we have to order online? 
The online option is efficient for parents 
and the school.  You don‘t have to send 
in money with your child and wonder 
when your check will be cashed.  The 
website is secure and managed by the 
publishing company.  Ordering online 
helps the yearbook staff easily keep track 
of hundreds of orders. 
 
How many copies are available? 
The yearbook staff has arranged for 500 
yearbooks to be made this year.  Once 
they have been reserved, there will not 
be additional copies available. 
 
When is the deadline for ordering?
Yearbooks will be reserved online until  
April 15th.  

  
What if I miss the deadline for order-
ing? 
There are occasionally yearbooks left 
over that can be purchased in June.  
Please remember that there is no guaran-
tee that these yearbooks will available.  
To ensure your child receives a year-
book, reserve a copy online soon! 
 
Who can I contact with questions? 
Please contact Kelly Muller at  
kmuller@pdsd.org.   

http://www.myyear.com
mailto:kmuller@pdsd.org

