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History Alive

 History Alive was first introduced into the secondary Social Studies tenth grade curriculum approximately six years ago at Sun Valley.  The initial pilot was so successful that it moved to other grades at Sun Valley and then into Northley. Prior to the implementation of the program at either school, teachers and administrators received intensive training.

 The program consists of a series of instructional practices that have come to be known as the TCI (Teachers Curriculum Institute) Approach.  Lessons and activities are based on three well-established educational theories:
· Students learn best through multiple intelligences.
· Cooperative interaction increases learning gains.
· All students can learn via a spiral curriculum.
Lessons are carefully structured to lead students through a step-by-step process of discovery. Students first explore an event, idea or personality by using elemental cognitive skills – observation, description, identification, recall – and then spiral to ever higher levels of understanding such as synthesis, application and interpretation.

During the lessons, teachers begin with a preview activity which usually includes a visual to represent key concepts.  The skill building includes activities such as mapping, categorizing, analyzing primary sources, graphing and reading a timeline.  The lesson also includes an activity to recreate an experience in the period of history being studied.  The writing activities help students understand key concepts as well as improve writing skills. Many of the activities take place in response groups which provide opportunities to discuss issues in smaller groups before the whole class discussions.  Reading the text involves previewing, note-taking and applying what has been learned.  The assessments allow students to use various intelligences to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students are encouraged to become lifelong learners as teachers challenge them to apply their historical knowledge to the world around them.
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