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What is the PSSA? 
  

 

The PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) 
is a standards-based assessment administered in all 
Pennsylvania public schools.  
 
There are four content-specific assessments including 
reading  and math (3rd – 5th), science (4th) and writing 
(5th).  



No Child Left Behind 
  

  
 Students tested in 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 11th 
grade 
 
 By the year 2014 all students must score in the 
proficient or advanced range in each category.   



 

 

 This proficiency level must also be reached for all subcategories    
    including: 

 gender 
 race and ethnicity 
 IEP students 
 Limited English Proficient Students 
 Economically Disadvantaged Students. 

 

 95% of the student body must be tested.  Parents may not opt  
   out of having their child tested.  However, 1% of the student    
   body may take an alternate assessment, the PASA.  It is an  
   alternative test for students with extreme learning difficulties. 
 

 The entire student body must have an attendance rate of at  
   least 90% for the school year.  
 

No Child Left Behind 
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Each school and each of its subgroups that contain 40 or more 
members (i.e., low income, IEP status, ESL, major racial and ethnic 
groups) will meet the annual proficiency target with 95% 
participation rate, and show growth in either attendance (K-8) or 
graduation rate (9-12) towards a 90% goal or 80% goal respectively.  
AYP will be calculated either by averaging grade spans for 2 years, 
or by using current year data, whichever is higher. 

SAFE HARBOR means that if a school or subgroup reduces the 
proportion of students below proficient by 10% or more, it will be 
considered to have met AYP.  The school and its subgroups, 
however, are still bound by the 2014 deadline.   

 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
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Student Achievement: 
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Student Achievement: 
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Grade 3, 4, and 5 PSSA Reading and Math 
Assessment – March 12th – 23rd 2012 
  
Grade 5 PSSA Writing Assessment –                                   
April 16th – 20th 2012 
  
Grade 4 PSSA Science Assessment –                                     
April 23rd – 27th 2012   
 

PSSA Test Dates 
  

 



We are going to look at the PSSA 
framework for math, reading, writing, and 
science, as well as some sample questions 
that might help you to visualize what the 

PSSA looks like in print. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample Questions 
  

 



PSSA MATHEMATICS 
  

 
Reporting Category Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Numbers and Operations  40-50% 43-47% 41-45% 

Measurement 12-15% 12-15% 12-15% 

Geometry 12-15% 12-15% 12-15% 

Algebraic Concepts 12-15% 12-15% 13-17% 

Data Analysis and 

Probability 
13-16% 12-15% 12-15% 

Total Points 72 Points 72 Points 72 Points 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



PSSA READING 
  

 

Grade 
Comprehension and 

Reading Skills 

Interpretation and 

Analysis 

3 60-80 % 20-40 % 

4 60-80 % 20-40 % 

5 60-80 % 20-40 % 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



Sample Questions 
  

 

4th grade 
example 



PSSA WRITING 
  

 

Multiple 

Choice 

Writing Prompts 
Totals 

Conventions Mode 

12 8 80 100 

12 items each worth 
1 point each 

 

(12 X 1) = 12 

2 items each worth a 
maximum of 4 points 
each 

(2 X 4 = 8) 

2 items each worth a 
maximum of 4 points each 

(The raw score is multiplied 
by 10) 

(2 X 4) X 10 = 80 
12 +8+80=100 



PSSA SCIENCE 
  

 
Reporting 

Category 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 11 

The Nature of Science 
34 

50% 

34 

50% 

37 

50% 

Biological Sciences 
12 

17.6% 

12 

17.6% 

13 

17.6% 

Physical Sciences 
11 

16.2% 

11 

16.2% 

12 

16.2% 

Earth and Space 

Sciences 

11 

16.2% 

11 

16.2% 

12 

16.2% 

Total Points 68 points 68 points 74 points 



 
 

Web Sites 
  

 http://www.pdsd.org 
 

  http://www.pde.state.pa.us  
  

http://www.ed.gov  
 
   

Other Resources 
  

 

http://www.pdsd.org/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/


How can parents help? 
  

   

 
 

  

 

 Utilize school and outside resources to help your child  
     practice throughout the year (PSSA homework, etc.) 
 

 Talk about the importance of the PSSA with your child. 
 

 Be sure that your child is well rested and attends school on  
     all testing days. 
 

 Be sure that your child gets a solid breakfast each morning  
     before the PSSA. 
 

 Encourage and motivate your child to take the test seriously. 
 

 Let your child know that you are interested in the results. 



Questions? 
  

 


