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PSSA Testing Schedule 
 
English/Language Arts 
Monday, 4/13 through Thursday, 4/16 - 9:15AM – 11:30AM 
Math 
Monday, 4/20 through Wednesday, 4/22 -  9:15AM – 11:30AM 
Science  
Monday 4/27 – Tuesday, 4/28 – 9:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
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Aston Elementary School 

School Calendar - April 2015 
 

Word of the Month: HONESTY 

 

Spring Break 

March 30
th

 through April 6
th

 
 

Book Fair – April 7
th

, 8
th

 & 9
th

 
 
7th 8:00 a.m. – Muffins with Mom 
 A – L Last Names (RSVP  Required) 
 Fourth Grade Field Trip 
8th 8:15 a.m. – Reading Olympics 
 8:15 a.m. – Breakfast with the 
       Principal               
 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
9th 8:00 a.m. – Muffins with Mom 
 M-Z Last Names (RSVP Required) 
 Fourth Grade Seminar Trip to DC 
10th Spirit Day 

13
th

 – 17
th

  PSSA English Language Arts 

  Testing for 3
rd

 – 5
th

 grades 

13th 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
 6:30 p.m. – Aston PTL Meeting 
      A.E.S. Library 
15th 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 

20
th

 – 24
th

   PSSA Mathmatics 

  Testing for 3
rd

 – 5
th

 grades 
20th 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
21st 7:00 p.m. – Kindergarten Orientation 
      for Parents of  2015/2016 
      Kindergarten Students          
      A.E.S. Gymnasium 
22nd 8:15 a.m. – Reading Olympics 
 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
24th Spirit Day 

April 27
th

 – May 1
st
 – PSSA Science 

Testing for 4
th

 grade 
27th 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
 Reading Olympics Competition 
 Springton Lake Middle School 
28th 6:30 p.m. – S.T.E.M. Night,  
                   (Science, Technology, Math)   
        A.E.S. Auditorium 
29th Second Grade Field Trip 
 Fifth Grade Field Trip 
 3:45 p.m. – Variety Show Practice 
 Progress Reports Mailed 
 

May 1
st
 – Grandparents Day 

  (See Schedule on Invitation) 

 

 

 

It is amazing that we already find ourselves in April - where has 
the time gone?  I can truly say it is if I have been at Aston longer 
than three months.  Thank you for making me feel welcome and at 
home with the Aston Elementary School Community!   
 
April is a very busy month at Aston and the month will be over 
before we know it!  As you know, our students in grades 3, 4, and 
5 will be participating in the Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessments (the PSSA).  The schedule for testing is 
below.  The students and staff are well prepared and we are 
striving to keep the atmosphere as light and stress free as possible. 
We have planned breaks, snacks, and fun activities for students 
who participated in the PSSA.  We ask all parents of third, fourth, 
and fifth graders to make sure your children get a good night's rest 
and a good breakfast before each day of testing.   
 
The spring book fair is open during the week of April 7.  This is a 
good opportunity to pick up some books for your children to read 
over the summer!  The PTL is sponsoring Muffins with Mom on 
April 7 and 9.  Hope to see you there!   
 
Happy Spring everyone!   
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 Students Have Fun and Raise Support 

SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 
March 30th – April 6th   

 

    
 

 

On Friday, March 20, Aston Elementary 
School joined other organizations around the 
world to celebrate World Down Syndrome 
Day. The goal was to create a single global 
voice for advocating for the rights, inclusion 
and wellbeing of people with Down syndrome 
in our schools, community and around the 
world.  Students raised money for the Down 
Syndrome Association of America by 
purchasing mismatched socks for $1.00 and 
then wearing the socks on Friday, March 20th to 
show their support.  The school was also 
decorated with brightly colored socks the 
students made.  The project was a fun and 
colorful way to give support to others. 

 



READING COUNTS – 

Congratulations to our latest 

Millionaire Readers: 

             
One Million Words: 

Ryan Getz 

 
Two Million Words: 

Kevin Sun 

Manuel Locke 

 

Four Million Words: 
Ella Peterson 

 

Reading Counts Goal: 
135,000,000 

 
Current A.E.S. Words Read: 

96,406,864 
 

Words Needed to Make the Goal: 
38,593,136 

    

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FORSTUDENTS OF THE MONTH FORSTUDENTS OF THE MONTH FORSTUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR    

FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARY    --------    RESPECTRESPECTRESPECTRESPECT 
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Aston’s Outstanding Students 

  

Cole Mehl – 116 a.m.  Khloe Fisher – 116 p.m. 

Lynnette Geniec – 118 a.m.  Elle West – 118 p.m. 

Lily Moyer – 105   Kylee Robinson – 110 

Connor Crowley – 103  Ethan Oreski – 106 

Aaron Dow – 102   Angelina Ellis – 101 

Emma Patterson – 107  Nora Novotni – 104 

Hunter Burke – 206   Daniel McLaughlin – 108 

Luke Ferriola – 205   Samantha Newell – 203 

Anthony Di Lorenzo – 204  Zoey White – 207 

Giovanni Cortez – 202  Hunter Beck – 208  

Hannah Moore – 201  Adrianna Campisi - 210 

   

When:   Friday, May 1st 
Times:   A.M. Kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Grades    
  9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.     
   P.M. Kindergarten, 2nd & 4th Grades   

                         1:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m 

Grandparents DayGrandparents DayGrandparents DayGrandparents Day    

Invitations,  
with more details, 

coming home soon. 
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The Right Time to Write Well… 
By Rosemary Fowler and Chris Mazzino 

Elementary and Secondary Curriculum Supervisors  
 
Regardless of a student’s chosen profession, the need to write well in the workplace has never been 

greater. Employers across the U.S. agree that one of the greatest reasons for not contacting prospective 
candidates for an interview include poorly written cover letters and résumés. For many potential employees, the 
door closes even before it opens. Writing matters!  
 

Across the state, the upcoming Science, Reading and Writing, and Math PSSAs in the middle and 
elementary schools will measure the effectiveness of students’ writing. In preparation, teachers have been 
rigorously preparing students to meet the challenges of these assessments. At Sun Valley High School, seniors 
recently completed a round of mock interviews where they were interviewed by members of the Aston Business 
Association. Students presented their prospective employers with cover letters and résumés they prepared in 
their English classes. Following this activity, students received written feedback from the interviewers that they 
can later use to prepare for the day when the interview is real. At Northley Middle School, students participated 
in a symposium that featured college and career topics that emphasized the need for basic communication skills. 
Guess what skill was at the top of the list? And at the elementary level, students participate in a district writing 
assessment to monitor growth in writing.  Again, writing matters!  
 
  So how do we convince students to take writing seriously? Some students naturally gravitate toward 
writing and seem to enjoy it, much like reading. In fact, the two often go hand-in-hand. Students who enjoy 
reading typically enjoy writing. But what about those reluctant writers—those students who just do not like to 
write? How do we motivate them? Like anything in life, writing takes a great deal of practice and patience. It is 
difficult to say if one ever really masters the craft in life. A great many authors say that they would revise their 
books after print if they could. To that end, students need to know that writing is a process that consists of 
brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. There are specific expectations for each step of the 
process and skipping any one of those steps could undermine its integrity. Writing is important.  
             

Penn-Delco teachers strive to provide students with the essential lessons and support to be successful 
writers. Writing across the curriculum shows students that writing does not simply reside in the English 
classroom. An extension of teaching young writers to write well could involve something as simple as parents 
or guardians taking time to read their students writing. Celebrate the good aspects of the piece, but also point 
out areas of weakness and some suggestions to help make it better. Ask the writer two important questions 
about the writing: Who is your audience? and What is your purpose for writing? Focused writers know the 
audience and purpose of their writing. Finally, ask the writer to read his work aloud—either to himself or to 
you. The ear is often as sharp as the eye. Whether it be for a state assessment, a résumé for employment, or 
simply a pastime activity, the need to write right is always important! Celebrate the process by encouraging 
young writers to write more often. The following links are to some great writing resources for parents and 
teachers. Check them out!  
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/ 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/doc/resources/encourage_writing.csp 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/writing-activities/6-ways-to-encourage-young-writers 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/ 
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