 (
During the day on Thursday, February 5, 2015
, 
all sixth grade students will be completing a text-dependent analysis 
question as part of a district writing assessment. Students have been working on these questions since September in all subject areas.  Below is some 
information provided by the PA Department of Education 
on 
the expectations
 
when answering these questions
.  
If you have 
any 
 further
 
questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Blair (Principal) at 
lblair@pdsd.org
 or
 Mr. 
Mazzino
 (Curriculum Coordinator) at cmazzino@pdsd.org.
 
) (
Text Dependent Analysis Questions
) 
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image4.png
Score
Point

Description

Inconsistently addresses some parts of the task demonsirating partial analytic
‘understanding of the text(s)

Weakintroduction, development, and/or conclusion identifying an opinion, topic, or
controlling idea somewhat related to the text(s)

‘Weak organizational structure that inconsistently supports the focus and ideas

Weak or inconsistent analysis of explicit and/or implicit meanings from text(s) that
‘somewhat supports caims, opinions, ideas, and inferences

Vague reference to the tex(s) using some detals, examples, quotes, facts, and/or definitions
Weak reference to the main idea(s) and relevant details of the text(s) to support the writer's
purpose

Inconsistent use of transitions to link ideas

Inconsistent use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary drawn from the text(s)
to explain the topic and/or to convey experiences/events

Erfors may be present in sentence formation, grammar, usage, spelling, capitalzation, and
‘punctuation; errors present may interfere with meaning

‘Minimally addresses part(s) of the task demonstrating inadequate analytic understanding of
the text(s)

Minimal evidence of an introduction, development, and/or conclusion

Minimal evidence of an organizational structure.

Insufficient or no analysis of the texts); may or may not support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences

Insufficient reference to the text(s) using few details, examples, quotes, acts, and/or
definitions

"Minimal reference to the main idea(s) and/or relevant details of the textls)

Few, ifany, ransitions to ink ideas

Little or no use of precise language or domain-specific vocabulary drawn from the text(s)
Many errors may be present in sentence formation, grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization,
and punctuation; errors present often nterfere with meaning
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

TEXT-DEPENDENT ANALYSIS QUESTION SCORING GUIDELINE
Item #11
Assessment Anchor:
E06.E.1-Evidence-Based Analysis o Text
‘Specific Assessment Anchor Descriptor addressed by this item:
E06.E.1.1-Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analyss, reflection, and research.

Score

o Description

- Effectively adaresses all parts of the task demonstrating in-Gepth analytic understanding of
the text(s)

- Effective introduction, development, and conclusion identifying an opinion, topic, or
controlling idea related to the text(s)

. strong organizational structure that effectively supports the focus and ideas

-+ Thorough analysis of explicit and implicit meanings from text(s) to effectively support
claims, opinions, ideas, and inferences

4 | Supstantiabsccuate and diec refeence ot exts)using relevant ey detals, exampes
‘quotes, facts, and/or definitions

- Substantial reference to the main idea(s) and relevant key details o the text(s) to support the|
writer's purpose.

. Skillfu use of transitions to ink ideas

- Effective use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary drawn from the text(s) to
‘explain the topic and/or to convey experiences/events

- Fewerrors,if any, are present in sentence formation, grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization,
and punctuation; errors present do not interfere with meaning

- Adequately addresses all parts of the task demonstrating sufficient analylic understanding
ofthe text(s)

- Clear introduction, development, and conclusion identifying an opinion, topic, or controlling

felated to the text(s)

. Appropriate organizational structure that adequately supports the focus and ideas

- Clear analysis of explicit and implicit meanings from text(s) to support claims, opinions,

s, and inferences

- Sufficient, accurate, and direct reference to the text(s) using relevant details, examples,

3 | quotes,facts ancrordefntons

. Sufficient reference to the main idea(s) and relevant key details of the text(s)to support the
writer's purpose.

- Appropriate use of transitions to link ideas

- Appropriate use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary drawn from the text(s)
to explain the topic and/or to convey experiences/events

- Some errors may be present in sentence formation, aramma, usage, spelling, capitalization,
and punctuation; errors present seldom interfere with meaning
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Text-Dependent Analysis Question: Unlike a prompt, the TDA question is a text-dependent analysis, based on a
passage or passage set that each student has read during the test event. Both Literature and Informational Texts
are addressed through this item type. Students must draw on basic writing skills while inferring and synthesizing
information from the passage in order to develop a comprehensive, holistic essay response. The demand required
of a student’s reading and writing skills in response to a TDA coincides with the similar demands required for a
student to be college and career ready. The TDA is scored using a holistic scoring guideline on a 1-4-point scale.
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Directions for Text-Dependent Analysis (TDA) Question:

The English Language Arts TDA question will ask you to analyze the passage and use
evidence from the passage to write an essay.

For the TDA essay:

Be sure to read the passage and TDA question carefully.
You may look back at the passage to help you write your essay.

Write your essay in the appropriate space in the answer booklet. If you use scratch
paper to write a rough-draft essay, be sure to transfer your final essay to the answer
booklet.

Be sure to check that your essay contains evidence from the passage to support
your response.

Be sure to check your essay for errors in capitalization, spelling, sentence
formation, punctuation, and word choice.
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Writer’s Checklist

PLAN before you write
« Make sure you read the question carefully.
« Make sure you have read the entire passage carefully.
« Think about how the question relates to the passage.
« Organize your ideas on scratch paper. Use a thought map, outline,or other
graphic organizer to plan your essay.

FEOCUS while you write:

Analyze the information from the passage as you write your essay.
Make sure you use evidence from the passage to support your response.

Use precise language, a variety of sentence types, and transitions in your essay.
Organize your paper with an introduction, body, and conclusion.

PROOFREAD affter you write
O 1wrote my final essay in the answer booklet.
O Istayed focused on answering the question.
O 1used evidence from the passage to support my response.

O I corrected errors in capitalization, spelling, sentence formation, punctuation,
and word choice.




