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N O T E B O O K  G U I D E

P R E V I E W

Answer the following questions: What is art? How would you describe a “good” 
piece of art?

In this lesson, you will examine two sets of art. After viewing the first set of art, 
answer these questions: Are these examples of “good” art? Why or why not?

After viewing the second set of art, answer these questions: Are these examples of 
“good” art? Why or why not? Why might the leaders of Nazi Germany prefer this 
type of art over the “degenerate art” seen earlier?

What accounted for the rise of totalitarian states after World War I?

The Rise of Fascism and
Totalitarian States

R E A D I N G  N O T E S

Key Content Terms
As you complete the Reading Notes, use these terms in your answers.
fascism  totalitarian corporatism    coup  propaganda

Sections 2 to 5

In your notebook, answer the following questions for each section in the Student 
Text (Italy Under Mussolini, Hitler and Nazi Germany, The Spanish Civil War, 
and Stalin and the Soviet Union):
1. What factors encouraged the development of a totalitarian government in this 

country?
2. Who was the primary leader who took power and what was the name of his 

political party?
3. What methods did the leader use to take power?
4. In what ways, if any, did the leader appeal to the people?  
5. What actions did the leader take to control the country?
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P R O C E S S I N G

Suppose you are an American journalist in 1939. You have been exposed to both 
government propaganda and unofficial information about the reality of life under 
the totalitarian governments of Italy, Nazi Germany, Spain, and the Soviet Union 
during the  period between World War I and World War II.

Write an article for a news magazine aimed at American citizens who are  
unfamiliar with the details of life in Europe. Use your Reading Notes, the  
information you gathered on Student Handout I, and the “secret” information  
you learned from your classmates. 

Follow these guidelines:
a. Give your article a title that will grab your audience’s attention.
b. Structure your article this way:

 Introduction: Provide a brief introduction to your experience attending the 
“International Fascist Art Exhibition.”

 Body Paragraph 1: Explain what totalitarian governments in Europe want 
their citizens and foreigners to believe about their leaders and policies.

 Body Paragraph 2: Describe what life is really like under these totalitarian 
governments.

 Body Paragraph 3: Explain what you think accounted for the rise of  
totalitarian states after World War I, including how the leaders of these 
states gained and kept their power.

 Conclusion: Evaluate the rise of totalitarian states and predict the impact 
you think their existence will have on world affairs.

c. Create a drawing or cartoon that illustrates one of the main ideas of your  
article.

d. Include references to and examples from all four countries studied in this  
lesson: Italy, Nazi Germany, Spain, and the Soviet Union.

e. Make your article about two pages in length. Type or write your final draft 
neatly in ink.


