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     Sun Valley is in the midst of preparations for 
end of the year standardized testing. Keystone 
and AP classes will take their respective tests in 
May 
     There is so much being accomplished on a 
daily basis. Here are just a few of the Valley 
points of pride:  

 Rachel Foster (11th grade) received 1st 
place in the Chemistry category at the Delco 
Science Fair. Rachel received a monetary 
award and will move on to the Regional 
competition in April, where she will compete 
for a scholarship.  

 Haley Weaver (9th grade) also received 3rd 
place in the Environmental category. In 
sports, seniors,  

 Mike Proietto came in 2nd and 
Josh Dardeen came in 10

th 
in the entire 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Diving at 
the State Championships.  

 The volleyball marathon raised over $11,000 
for local charities and included students in 
grades 6-12.  

 Oklahoma was a huge success on the stage 
of Sun Valley. 

 

     After 2 months of implementing the 1:1  
initiative our expectations have been exceeded. 
The students and staff are setting new standards 
daily. The students are creating and exploring in 
ways we never thought possible. Through the 
1:1 program we were able to start the scheduling 
process online for the 2014-2015 school year. 

Preliminary student rosters will be mailed before 
spring break. This will be the first opportunity for 
the students to add/drop a course. 1:1 has also 
allowed us to continue to prepare for            
standardized tests. AP students are encouraged 
to continue to use Prep U and College Board. 
Algebra I, Literature and Biology Keystone   
remediation courses are taking place every   
period. The Algebra I remediation program is 
using an online program. 
  
     The seniors have just completed Senior Mock 

Interviews. The seniors were marvelous. They 

impressed the local interviewers in so many 

ways.  We have begun to plan our graduation 

and other year end festivities for the seniors. 

Graduation is right around the corner but we still 

have much to do with the seniors before they 

enter the next stage in their lives.  
 

     Spring is right around the corner. We look  

forward to many exciting experiences for our 

students as they never take a break from      

education. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

          Pete Donaghy, 

Principal 

Accredited by the Middle States Association’s 
Commission on Secondary Schools 

 

 



Sun Valley High School Theater Presents: 

ROGERS & HAMMERSTEIN’S 

The Sun Valley High School Theater performed three entertaining evenings of 
Rogers & Hammerstein’s Oklahoma!  The productions featured incredible  
vocal performances, talented acting and dancing and beautiful scenery! 
The musical, under the direction of Ms. Denise Henkels, tells the story of two    
cowboys who “vie with an evil ranch hand and a traveling peddler for the hearts of 
the women they love.” Set in the Oklahoma Territory at the turn of the 20th century, 
the production displayed the singing and acting talents of the Sun Valley Theater 
group.  
 

The cast featured Michael Mann as Curly, Danielle Overbeck as Laurey and            
Victoria Vinson as Aunt Eller.  Also, Eric Kennedy as Will Parker and  
Ashley DiBona as Ado Annie. The villainous Jud Fry was performed by  
Casey Berardi and Ali Hakim was played by Connor Gillies. 
  
Rounding out the main cast were Tyler Smith as Ike Skidmore, Clara Greskoff as Gertie Cummings,  
Gavin Sekel as Andrew Carnes and Joseph Bakey as Cord Elam. 
 

Laurey and Curley’s Friends included Wayne Carlen, Donald Campbell, Sydney Lamoureux, Lauren Longhi,         
Kaitlin McCombs, Brooke McGlade, Stacie Preuhs, Oniel Salik and Miranda Vinson.  
  
The Featured Dancers were led by dance captains, Clara Greskoff, Julie Shicatono and Stacie Preuhs.                  
Dancers included Rachel Bull, Lizz Conlin, Hailey Poole, Amani Williams and Miranda Vinson. 
 

The rest of the cast featured Jennifer Brittingham, Taylor Colgan, Molly Dwyer, Christie Hill, Shannan McShane, 
Hayley Moore, Barbara Otsynia, Priscilla Pierdomenico, Alyssa Pyne, Maria Tadeo, Lindsey Turunc,  
Kristina Anderson, Marissa Browne, Julia Bullard, Jeff Bynum, Brenda Campbell, Grace Coleman, Jenna DiBona,  
Morgan Fusco, Anna Geveke, Elena Glammer, Tori Grieco, Jordan Harlon, Morna Iyobhebhe, Tessa Karpin,  
Patrick Langschwager, Erin McCormick, Nick Olshefski, Katelyn Raker, Natalie Shapansky and Riley Smith.   
 

The Stage Crew was headed by Stage Manager Jocelyn Kline, Sound Design John Stanaitis,  
Lighting Design William Everman, Custume Designers Amy Eunson, Caitlyn McKniff and Moira McKniff,  
Main Spot Brett Van Horn and Make-up Allison Morris.  
  
Stagehands included Ricky Buonopane, Andrew Eunson, Jacqueline Idun, Austin Jester, Dylan Langschwager,  
Angela Leo, James McGowan, Justin Schappelle, Ryan Schmidt and Jake Stanaitis. 
 
 



 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Ms. Colleen McCarthy, BFA, MLS 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Philadelphia Arts Education Partnership (PAEP) 
chose the following Sun Valley Photography students as Scholastic Young Artist 
awardees: 
The work was judged among that of the counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and 
Philadelphia. This year the PAEP received over 700 entries.  14 SV photography students of the 16 
that entered received awards, some more than one.  An awards ceremony and reception for the 
Silver Key winners will take place on Saturday, March 22

nd
 in the Levitt Auditorium, University of 

the Arts.   

http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/ 

Samantha Luoma- Silver Key  
Sydnie Vickers- Silver Key 
Jamil Queen – Silver Key 
Caitlin McDonald- Silver Key, 3 Honorable Mention 
Nicole Bucciarelli- 2 Honorable Mention  
Danielle Overbeck – 2 Honorable Mention 
Andrew Higgins- 2 Honorable Mention 
Nick Olshefski- Honorable Mention 
Alyssa Certo- Honorable Mention 
Nina Rapposelli- Honorable Mention 
Jaclyn Lobodzinski- Honorable Mention 
Jessie Saunders- Honorable Mention 
Greg Ciafre- Honorable Mention 
Gianna Maier- Honorable Mention 
  
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Ms Kristin Buckmaster & Mr. McCormick 
 

On February 21, twenty nine Sun Valley students attended the annual University of Penn-
sylvania International Relations Conference under the guidance of Mr. Ken McCormick 
and Mrs. Kristin Buckmaster.  For 2014 the conference's focus was "Political and Social 
development of Latin America".  In the morning students from all over the Delaware and 
Lehigh Valleys listened to lectures about social unrest, economic considerations, and 
lastly how economically interconnected the U.S. and Latin America are.  In the afternoon 
students entered small group discussions with students from other schools on the follow-
ing topics: Violent Crime, Drug Trade, the Amazon, The Pacific Alliance vs. Mercosur, and 
Tourism. Students had to prepare for the discussions by doing some research on their as-
signed topic.  The goal of this experience is to have students witness college level lec-
tures, to network with other students and to explore a topic that they may not get to spend 
time on in their regular high school curricula.  Sun Valley students enjoyed the day of 
learning and loved the taste of what college can be like! 
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By Anne Dudley, Secondary Curriculum Supervisor      

 

 1:1 Launch at Sun Valley is a Success!! 
          “1:1 has given our students the competitive edge they need to go from good to great.”  
                                                                                     (Sun Valley Principal, Pete Donaghy) 
 
      It’s been just over a month since our 1:1 (One to One) laptop initiative at Sun Valley High School began. 
Students in grades 9 through 11 have been using their laptops in class and at home since the January 27

th
 

launch. Before the students received their laptops, parent meetings were held to provide information and to 
answer questions about the initiative. Each department has a teacher designated as a Technology Integrator 
whose job it is to be available to assist teachers with implementation of the laptops into their curriculum. In 
addition, a group of SVHS students have been trained to provide Help Desk services for students who have 
any technical issues. Both groups report a smooth transition to this exciting learning opportunity with very few 
problems. 
     As the district’s goal for this program is to transform the learning process through the personalization of 
knowledge, we decided to visit SVHS and hear from some of the staff about our progress toward that goal. A 
visit to a science classroom showed students engaged in accessing their digital textbook and performing vir-
tual labs on their laptops. Social studies teacher and Technology Integrator Kristin Buckmaster reported, 
“Teachers are finding innovative ways to deliver their material to the students and students seem to be more 
engaged.”  We saw math classes using their laptops to access on-line tools to assist in problem-solving. 
English teacher and Technology Integrator Tara Young said, “In English classes, students are using Google 
Drive to share and collaborate on various writing assignments.  Peer editing digitally has been beneficial to 
supporting students during the writing process.  Students have also been reading and note-taking digitally 
and are transitioning well with their devices.”   
     Kerry Smith, SVHS Media Information Specialist and Technology Integrator, tells us that students always 
have books with them!  They have access to the district’s eBook collection, which includes over 600 eBooks. 
Students can search for books by genre, keyword, lexile range, subject, reading level, Reading Counts, and 
more.  They can also highlight, make notes, and have some books read aloud to them.  Many teachers re-
ported they were able to apply the technology in new contexts. Students have responded exceedingly well to 
using laptops regularly in their classes; they reported frequent use of laptops to take notes, to research, and 
to organize materials. It appears that our initiative to transform instruction by using technology as a tool to 
enhance teaching and learning is succeeding. 
     Assistant Principal, Amy Jenkins has been involved in this project from the very beginning. She reports 
that “1:1 has given our students and teachers an opportunity to explore and interact with the curriculum in 
more ways than we could imagine. We can now explore inside a cell, take a trip to China, speak to people in 
Spain, and the list goes on and on.”  

 

SAT & ACT TEST DATES 
 

   SAT  May 3, 2014       Registration by April 4, 2014 
 

   SAT      June 7, 2014       Registration by May 9, 2014 
 

   ACT      April 12, 2014    Late Registration Fee  March 21, 2014 
 

   ACT   June 14, 2014  Registration by May 9, 2014 



 

Sophomore Sydney Lamoureux has accomplished something that I have yet to see in the 
Sun Valley Cappies program: This weekend two of her theater reviews were selected for 
publication. Her review of Springfield High School’s production of Annie Get Your Gun will 
appear in Springfield’s Spri-Hian school newspaper and her review of Upper Darby High 
School’s Legally Blond will appear in the News of Delaware County. The review selection 
process is extremely competitive, with thirty-to-forty students typically competing for two 
spots for publication.  
 

From the program's website: The Cappies, "Critics and Awards Program," is a program 
through which high school theater and journalism students are trained as critics, attend 
shows at other schools, write reviews, and publish those reviews in local newspapers like 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Times of Delaware County, and The Delaware County Daily 
Times. 
 

At the end of the year, the student critics vote for awards that are presented at a formal   
Cappies Gala. Last year, Brittany Hudecheck was honored with Sun Valley’s first Cappie 
Award, for Best Comic Actress in a Musical. In July and August, many of the top award hon-
orees from around the U.S. and Canada are invited to participate in the Cappies International 
Theater, where they perform shows at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
Matt Morris, Cappies Advisor 
 
 
 

Legally Blond 
Sydney Lamoreux, Sun Valley HS 
 
Omigod you guys!  Upper Darby High School’s rendition of Legally Blonde: The Musical was 
unforgettable!  The sensational cast, ingenious production team, and melodious orchestra all 
came together to produce a girl-power show with a heart of gold--And hair to match! 
 

Elle Woods is a free-spirited California girl with everything in the world: fabulous sorority sis-
ters, grade-A fashion sense, and a hot boyfriend!  But when Warner dumps her before head-
ing for Harvard Law School, Elle takes matters into her perfectly manicured hands.  She en-
rolls too!  She battles her way through the world’s most prestigious university in search of 
love, justice, and respect. 
 

The overall production of Legally Blonde was spellbinding.  Each individual actor did a fan-
tastic job at stepping into the shoes of his or her character.  Not to mention, the technical as-
pect of the show was consistently on point, and the pit orchestra was the icing on the cake. 
 

The energy and dedication among the leads was clear-cut.  The exceptional Elle Woods, 
played by Melanie Weir, had the audience at the edge of their seats with her superb acting 
and beautiful voice, showcased during “Legally Blonde.”  A very charming Dean Galiffa por-
trayed Emmett Forrest tremendously well and sang with a remarkable, clear pitch.  Paulette 
Bonafonté, played by Sierra Wilson, stole the show with her big, bold voice and comicality 
during the musical number “Ireland.” 
 

Needless to say, one of the main highlights of the show was the dynamic ensemble.  Every 
actor did an impressive job staying in character.  The Greek Chorus, led by Angelique Bruce 
as Margot, Hayley Brown as Serena, and Kellie Furey as Pilar, were a delight to watch. Musi-
cal numbers featuring the company were eye-popping, especially  “Omigod You Guys,” 
“What You Want,” and “So Much Better”. 
 

Minus a few slight flaws with the microphones, which were fixed by Act Two, the overall tech-
nicality of Legally Blonde was successful.  Every detail that was incorporated into the show 
added on to the fun, lighthearted feel.  The sets, designed by Diane Zimmerman, were beau-
tifully crafted, and Upper Darby High School’s Pit Orchestra was an enjoyable addition to the 
production.   
 

“Snaps” to Upper Darby High School for shining in their production of Legally Blonde: The 
Musical.  Congratulations to everyone involved in the making of this perfectly executed, 
heartwarming, feel-good musical! 

SCIENCE FAIR 
 
Sun Valley is pleased 
to announce that 
seven students have 
been recognized for 
their science          
presentations at the 
2014 Delaware County 
Science Fair. 
The students are: 
 
Christian Bateman 
Jessica Fisher  
Rachel Foster 
Donald Gilmour 
Alyssa Madden 
Hayley Moore 
Haley Weaver 
 
Congratulations for 
outstanding work! 

AND THE CAPPIE GOES TO... 

PTL CRAFT FAIR 
 
Mark your calendars for 
Saturday March 22nd 
from 9am to 3pm for 
Sun Valley High School 
Spring Craft Fair!  This 
is a great event to do 
some spring shopping 
and support our Parent 
Teacher League as well 
as local crafters and 
vendors.  All profits go 
towards scholarships for 
our students as well as 
student events and     
donations.   
 
There will be raffles and 
refreshments.   
FREE ADMISSION!!   
 
Enjoy a wide variety of 
crafts including Easter 
treats, glitter wine 
glasses, gift baskets, 
salsas, vinyl decora-
tions, photography,   
tutus, bows, jewelry, 
cake pops, fudge, and 
so much more!! 



On Saturday, March 1, the Sun Valley Robotics Team competed for the first time ever in the VEX State  
Championships held at The Haverford School. Winning four matches against tough competition from 50 other 
teams, the Vanguards got their first state taste for what will hopefully be many return trips. Seniors Robbie 
Miles and Erin Thomas, junior Adnan Ahmed, and sophomore Erik Flickinger competed.  

SUN VALLEY VEX ROBOTICS TEAM 

On Wednesday, March 5, the Sun Valley Science Olympiad team competed against 35 other high schools 
at the Southeastern Pennsylvania Science Olympiad Regionals at Neumann University. Though no medals 
were won, Sun Valley’s team of 14 students did manage to land in the top 10 in four events. The following 
students showed their scientific mettle: seniors Sammy Eang and Mike Villano; juniors Adnan Ahmed, 
Elena Smith, and Ricardeo Xavier; sophomores Erik Flickinger, Rory McDermond, and Tah Rogers; fresh-
men Monika Kariuki, Artricia Nou, Janice Park, Alex Popov, George Popov, and Zoe Rogers.  



Chelsea Jones, Senior Volleyball Captain, 
receives a certificate from the Delaware 
County Chapter of the Pa. Sports Hall of 
Fame for her academic and athletic           
accomplishments. 
Presenting the certificate is her Language 
Arts teacher, Mr. Dan Graney. 

The 2014 Sun Valley Competitive Spirit team 
competes at the 2014 District 1 Competitive 
Spirit Championships at William Tennent High 
School.  
The girls finished 7th in the Medium Division 
and 15th overall (three divisions).   

Members of the National Honor Society at 
the annual Volleyball Marathon Tournament 
Bracket Seeding meeting.  Over 200 teams 
competed this year including teams from 
Northley Middle School. 
The event raised over $11,000 for charities. 

Valley Pride  

Vanguard ICSHL All Stars, Shawn Ryan, 
Paul Sykes, Darrin Bruce & Rick Walsh led 
the Sun Valley hockey team to the 2nd 
round of the Flyers Cup in 2014. 

Photo courtesy of Sports Net Action Photos, LLC 

Sun Valley’s T.J. Foldes completed a         
successful week of tennis camp.  The        
Vanguard senior finished 3rd in the overall 
camp tournament at Garnet Valley. 

Brendan Skwirut’s career 
best 1:03.23 in the 100 
butterfly was good for 
14th place overall at the 
District 1 AA Swimming 
Championships.  



Vanguard Seniors  

Sun  V al l ey  Hi gh School  woul d  

l ike  to  thank the fo l l owing 

seni o rs  fo r  thei r  dedi ca t i on 

and commi tment  to  V anguard 

a th l e t i cs !    

We wi sh you a l l  the bes t !  

 

Chelsea Jones,  Basketba l l  

Tayl o r  S t igal e ,  Basketbal l  

Al exa E vans.  Basketba l l  

S tephani e  Kel l y ,  Basketbal l  

Tanner  Wet ten,  I ce  Hockey  

Denni s  West ,  I ce  Hockey  

Paul  S ykes,  I ce  Hockey  

Shawn Ryan,  I ce  Hockey  

Zachary M alo rg io ,  I ce  Hockey  

Zachary Kyl e r ,  I ce  Hockey  

Shane Gi l foy,  Basketbal l  

Fran Mi l le r ,  Baske tbal l  

Mi ke S i mone,  Basketbal l  

Jay E vans,  Basketbal l  

Mi ke Wood,  Basketbal l  

T . J .  Wei st ,  Baske tba l l  

Joseph Capuano,  Basketba l l  

Anthony Or i stagl i o ,  Wres t l i ng  

J i mmy P ro,  Wres t l ing  

Cody Brees ,  S wi mming  

Kat i e  Boyl e ,  S wi mming  

Josh Dardeen ,  Di v ing  

Danie l l e  Del Gio rno,  S wi m mi ng  

E mi l y  Fasbinder ,  S wi mmi ng  

Aaron Kar i uki ,  S wi mmi ng  

Mi ke Pro i e t to ,  Di v i ng  

Mat t  S kwi ru t ,  S wi mming  

Joe Wini a rsk i ,  S wi mming  

Gabr i e l l e  Wool ery ,  S wi mmi ng  

Mr. Pete Donaghy, Principal 

Ms. Rosemary Edmiston, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Joel Alutius, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Amy Jenkins, Dean of Students 

Sun Valley HS 
2881 Pa ncoas t Avenue  

As ton  Pa   19014  

Sun Valley Athletics  “Home of the Vanguards” 
 
MIKE PROIETTO WINS 3RD CONSECUTIVE DISTRICT DIVING TITLE 
WINS SILVER MEDAL AT PIAA TOURNEY   
JOSH DARDEEN GRABS BRONZE AT DISTRICTS 

Senior Mike Proietto won his third straight District 1 AA Diving championship at 

North Penn High School.  The Vanguard diver made his third appearance at the 

PIAA state championships at Bucknell University on March 14,finishing 2nd.  He 

was joined by senior Josh Dardeen, who placed third at Districts.  Josh finished 

10th overall at the PIAA tournament 

 
VANGUARD HOCKEY TEAM EARNS FLYER 
CUP VICTORY 

The Sun Valley Ice Hockey team completed a season of surprises.   

The hardworking Vanguards finished fifth in the powerful Ches-Mont 

Division of the ICSHL and advanced to the quarterfinals in the Ches-

Mont playoffs.  The teams overall record earned them a spot in the  

coveted Flyers Cup tournament.  The Vanguards defeated Central Pa’s Cedar Crest in the opening round of 

the Cup playoffs and saw their season end 3-2 against top ranked Unionville.   

 
ELLIOTT & OKOORIAN CHES-MONT WRESTLING 
CHAMPIONS 

Alex Elliott won his second straight Ches-Mont championship and was joined 

on the gold medal stand by junior Steve Okoorian (152 lbs).  This was Steve’s 

first Ches-Mont gold.  The two wrestlers were joined by Sean Donahue and 

Christian Bateman at the District 1 Central Championships, where Steve 

grabbed silver and Alex won the bronze, both qualifying for PIAA Regionals 

(earning fifth place each).  The two juniors look to advance to states next year. 

 
BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ BASKETBALL ADVANCE TO DISTRICT PLAYOFFS 

The boys and girls basketball teams both qualified for District 1 AAA playoffs this year.  The boys earned a 

game vs Pac-10 powerhouse Phoenixville, losing a close one in the last minute.  The girls lost to eventual 

District 1 champion Radnor.  The teams look to use this experience to build for the future. 

 
 

 

visit us at   www.pdsd.org 


